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Abstract

Allusion is a discursive tool which operates on the semantic congruity of
words and plays a crucial role in advancing the speaker’s objectives. This
study delves into the discursive significance of “religious allusions” in the
context of courtroom interaction between judges and defendants from a
forensic linguistics perspective, drawing insights from McMenamin’s
framework. Employing a descriptive-analytical research approach, this study
examined a corpus consisting of 50 video clips featuring courtroom
proceedings from Iranian TV programs and documentaries. The findings
revealed that religious allusions are commonly employed in these legal
settings. Furthermore, the findings highlighted notable difference in the
usage of religious allusions between judges and defendants. Judges
predominantly draw upon Quranic and hadith allusions, whereas defendants
tend to rely on historical, narrative, and folklore references, reflecting their
distinctive perspectives and cultural backgrounds. The implications of this
investigation suggest that legal professionals would benefit from educational
workshops to enhance their understanding of this linguistic phenomenon,
ultimately fostering smoother court proceedings.
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1. allusion

2. indicating

3. rethoric

4. religion-oriented societies
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1. locutionary act
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2. prescriptive norm
3. descriptive norm
4. quantitative norm
5. McMenamin
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3. verbal domain
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. types of norms

. linguistic strudctures
. standard norm

. variation within the norm
. deviation from the norm

. grammatically correct
. socially appropriate

. choice of variety

. situational factor
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1. how often forms are used
2. in a defined social context
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