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Introduction

In recent decades, there has been an increasing integration between
Israel and Arab states. This process stands in sharp contrast to the less
successful and often unstable efforts at integration elsewhere in the
Middle East. Unlike these inconsistent attempts, the integration
between Israel and the Arabs has shown a steady and progressive
trajectory, with no clear signs of instability. This development raises
several important questions: What factors have facilitated the Israel—
Arab integration? How has the integration process unfolded between
the parties? And what are its security implications for Iran?
Addressing these questions could help resolve various regional
challenges, remove obstacles to integration efforts, and potentially
offer a new model for fostering future cooperation in the Middle East.
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Literature Review

A number of studies have examined the causes of peace and the
development of Isracl—Arab relations, as well as its implications for
Iran, such as “Saudi Arabia’s Alignment With Israel From the
Perspective of International Relations Theories” (Haji-Yousfi &
Nemati, 2019) and “The Road to Normalization: The Importance of
the United Arab Emirates’ Neoliberal Foreign Policy in the
Normalization With Israel: 2004-2020” (Traub et al., 2022).
However, none of these studies explored the process of integration in
a way that clearly defines the nature and characteristics of the
integration model between Israel and the Arabs states.

Materials and Methods

The current research adopted a descriptive—explanatory approach,
drawing on the qualitative principles of trend analysis. To collect the
data, it relied on a library research method, using objective facts
related to integration and an analysis of the historical relations
between the parties. Moreover, neofunctionalism was used as the
theoretical framework. Neofunctionalism, a branch of regional
integration theory, emphasizes several key components: integration as
a process, the initiation of integration through technical and functional
areas, the potential to extend into political domains, and the significant
roles played by state actors and non-governmental elites. These
components align closely with many characteristics of the current
state and process of integration between Israel and the Arab states.
Therefore, neofunctionalism serves as an effective framework for
analyzing this integration, offering a valuable theoretical tool for
explaining the emerging pattern of Israel-Arab integration.
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Results and Discussion

The findings indicated that several factors have contributed to the
integration and the strengthening of ties between Israel and the Arab
states. These factors can be analyzed across three dimensions. The
first is Israel’s strategic limitations, which include a lack of strategic
depth, weak regional communication, and isolation. The second
dimension concerns the motivations of the Arab countries, which
include the need to manage crises, end conflicts, establish stability and
security, gain the support of global powers, consider different
perspectives of new leaders, empower younger generations of leaders,
and respond to generational changes. The third dimension involves
common interests between Israel and the Arab states, such as
addressing environmental and energy challenges, enhancing
intelligence and security cooperation, dealing with political changes
in the Middle East, navigating regionalism and globalization, and
responding to the influence of major powers. Moreover, the process
of integration between Israel and the Arab states has been gradual and
multifaceted. It began with non-sensitive, non-security areas and
expanded into more sensitive and security-related domains as trust
developed over time. The resulting integration is both multi-layered
and  multi-level, encompassing individual-national,  non-
governmental, and governmental aspects. What began as covert and
informal integration has evolved into open and official integration.
This growing integration has several security implications for Iran.
These include the weakening of the resistance front traditionally led
by Iran, increased regional encirclement and pressure on Iran, and a
redefinition of the Middle East’s security architecture alongside the
diminishing influence of Iran.
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Conclusion

Given the absence of a shared identity, incongruent social and political
structures, conflicts, and political complexities that have historically
hindered integration in the Middle East, the establishment of sustained
and multidimensional integration between Israel and the Arab states
holds significant importance. First, this integration has advanced
mutual interests and deepened interdependence between the parties.
Second, it has fostered alliance and unity in the face of common
threats. Third, it has increased political and security pressure on Iran,
presenting new challenges to its position in the region In addition,
analyzing the development of integration between Israel and the Arab
states serves several critical functions. It underscores the importance
of recognizing integration trends in the Middle East as a foundation
for strategic policymaking and management, as well as a guide for
shaping appropriate foreign policy. This analysis highlights the
profound effect of integration and interdependence in promoting
peace and removing barriers to common goals. Finally, it illustrates
how regionalism and globalization influence the integration process,
offering valuable insights for foreign policy decision-makers. By
understanding these forces, policymakers can better leverage the
integration mechanism in ways that align with their strategic
environment and help achieve national interests.

Keywords: Peace, Integration, Interdependence, Threat Balance,
Israel, Arabs, Iran
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1. The Cooperative Arid Land Agricultural Research Programs I & II
2. The Maryut Agro-Industrial Complex

3. Middle Eastern Regional Cooperation Program

4. Israel Oceanographic and Limnological Research (IOLR)

5. The New Jersey Marine Sciences Consortium (NJMSC)
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1. Critical National Infrastructure Authority(CNIA)

2. AGT International

3. Meir Dagan

4. European Aeronautic Defense and Space Company( EADS)
5. Nemzeti Sport Online (NSO)
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1. Red Sea Transnational Research Center
2. IRENA
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