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abstract

Constitutional poetry is a motivation and tries to invite people to the revolution by injecting an epic
spirit into society. In this revolution, poetry and specifically the language element played a very
influential role in injecting the epic spirit into society. The present article intends to use the descriptive-
analytical method based on library data to pay attention to the epic components of language in the poetry
of the Bahar, Farrokhi Yazdi and Aref Ghazvini according to the epic language study pattern. The
research findings show that the mentioned poets have paid special attention to the characteristics and
epic elements of the language. Despite the changes that have taken place, national values have retained
their place in the linguistic elements of epic poetry. Factors that are involved in epicizing language are:
having an epic spirit, syntactic and lexical archeology, the music of letters and words that, when placed
together, induce special concepts to the reader, and the exaggeration that is inherent in the epic.
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1. Introduction

The constitutional poets, as the language of the nation, have taken a difficult path. Criticism, exposure,
and drawing a finger at the face of the Qajar government were the most prominent criteria of the poetry
of these poets, who sometimes directly and sometimes using symbols, protested against the internal
situation and the presence of foreigners in the country, and fought against oppression and tyranny with
the weapon of poetry. Bahar, Farrokhi Yazdi, and Aref paved the way for the emergence of new poetry
in the next period. They rise up against the injustices and tyranny of the times with the weapon of their
poetry. What is referred to in this study as the epic language of constitutional poetry is mostly ethnic
passion and a sense of national pride, whether it is expressed in the form of martial poetry or as a cry;
a cry that in any case deals with the life and vitality of society and the common ideals and aspirations
of the masses. The aforementioned poets, as influential constitutional poets, have always been the
subject of attention of experts. Much research has been conducted on the poetry of each of them by
literary scholars; however, despite the many and commendable efforts of scholars, many aspects of their
poetry have remained unexplained.

Research Questions

The present study seeks to answer the question: What is the most important characteristic and linguistic
feature of the poetry of these poets and their place in the epic poetry of the Constitutional Era?

2. Literature Review

So far, no independent research has been conducted on the epic elements in the poetry of Bahar,
Farrokhi, and Aref; however, some researchers have made brief references to some of its elements in
parts of their works, scatteredly:



- Taslimi, in his thesis titled “Review and Analysis of the Themes of the Poetry of the Constitutional
Era (Iraj Mirza, Bahar, Farrokhi),” concluded that Iraj, in the form of satire, stands against religious
superstitions and becomes a herald of renewal and transformation. Aref sings a patriotic song in his
ghazal. In the field of language and thought, Bahar presents the ode as a playground for the poetic
concepts of the time, such as freedom and homeland, and Farrokhi makes the tendency towards labor
literature the foundation of his political struggles.

- Bahmani Motlaq and Pourzarifi, in their article “Analysis of the Prominent Themes of the Poetry of
Farrokhi Yazdi and Aref,” have attempted to show the points of difference and commonality between
the two poets’ thoughts on topics such as freedom, homeland, criticism of the functioning of government
agencies, love, and myth.

-Yousefian Darani and Khorasani, in their article “A Study of the Style of Social Ghazals of Aref
Qazvini and Comparison with Poets of the Same Period,” have concluded that Aref’s social ghazals
were composed with a focus on the social developments of the Constitutional Era, and that there are
fewer ghazals in his poetry that do not refer to the events of the Constitutional Era. These ghazals were
composed on topics such as freedom, homeland, criticism, tyranny, women, and education, and the
degree of attention that Aref paid to each of the concepts is different.

3. Methodology

The present study, which was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method based on library data,
seeks to explain and describe the indicators of epic language in the poems of four famous constitutional
poets by expressing a specific pattern and showing that the literary genre of epic, with its specific
characteristics, creates familiarity and prominence in the language. With valid scientific criteria, the
types of these familiarity and prominence can be revealed and expressed, and then, based on those
indicators, the epic language in the poems of the aforementioned poets can be examined.

4. Conclusion

In this study, using the epic language model, the indicators of epic language were identified at four
levels: phonetic, lexical-syntactic, rhetorical, and content, and were combined with evidence from the
mentioned poets. The findings of the study show that the mentioned poets paid special attention to the
epic language indicators and elements in their divans. Despite the changes that occurred, national values
have maintained their place in linguistic elements during the Constitutional Era. Also, the standards and
frameworks of epic language were used even in their ghazals. Based on the epic language model and
the belief that epic language has its own indicators at different levels and based on those indicators, it
is possible to relatively determine whether a work is epic or not, it was finally determined that Bahar,
Aref Qazvini, and Farrokhi Yazdi have achieved remarkable success.
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