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Introduction

Glass is a unique material that is given new life by the glassmaker. Some researchers
consider its origin to be Mesopotamia, where it found its way to the Iranian plateau.
In the Islamic period, the variety of materials and the similarity of construction are
seen in different regions of the world, which indicates they were influenced by each
other or were taken from one region to another.

That’s why the pottery and glass found in Iran have similarities in shape with other
parts of the world, but the quality is different due to the variety of materials.

The current research is done on the perfume bottles of the third, fourth, and sixth
centuries with two questions. 1. How was the examination of the forms and symbols
used in the glasses of this era? 2. Has the way of making glass been influenced by
the concurrent and subsequent governments?

The importance of the present research is that there are few documents about Iranian
glass, especially in the Islamic period. An attempt has been made to examine this
period of glass history from the point of view of technique. Moreover, no research
has been done on these objects.

Literature Review

Research on glass and glassmaking in Iran primarily focuses on the period before
the arrival of Islam, with no studies conducted on composite perfume bottles to date.
The most relevant research on this topic includes Helen Aliakbarzadeh Kord
Mabhini's (1954) book, "Glass: The Merchant's Border Collection, The Origin of
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Glass Art," which provides a brief history of glassmaking and its manufacturing
methods. It also introduces several glassworks, detailing their places and dates of
origin. Sidney M. Goldstein (1958), in volume ten of "Glass Works: The Islamic
Arts Collection," compiled by Nasser Khalili, examines glassworks from various
regions, analyzing them in terms of manufacturing techniques, patterns, and colors.
Arthur Pope and Phyllis Ackerman (1971), in their book "A Journey through Iranian
Art," Volume 15: Appendices and Commentaries, explore glassmaking during the
early centuries of Islam in regions such as Iran, Egypt, and Syria, up until the
Mongol invasion. Janbazi and Mohammadzadeh (1991) studied the size and form,
manufacturing techniques, and decorative patterns of glass perfume bottles in their
research titled "A Study of Glass Perfume Bottles in the Islamic Period." Arezou
Khanpour and Abbas Karimi (2012), in their article "Innovations in Islamic
Glassmaking in the Fifth and Sixth Centuries AH," discuss how Islamic glassmaking
during the fifth and sixth centuries AH experienced favorable conditions for
development and innovation. They categorize these developments into four groups:
the color and raw materials of glass, forms and construction methods, decorations,
and the application of design.

While the sources mentioned primarily provide a general overview of glass and
glassmaking, this research specifically examines four examples of notable perfume
bottles preserved in the Tehran Glass Museum, focusing on their appearance and
manufacturing techniques.

Materials and Methods

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature, relying on information gathered
from library and museum documents. The findings were examined purposefully and
non-probabilistically, guided by a historical approach. The statistical population
includes four perfume bottles from the 3rd, 4th, and 6th centuries of Hijri, which are
housed in the Water and Pottery Museum of Tehran.

Conclusion

Glassmaking in the Islamic era has been indebted to changes and innovations in all
dimensions by preserving its previous traditions and methods. With the rise of the
Abbeasid caliphs in the third and fourth centuries, the art gained its scientific life, and
the cities of Neyshabur and Samarkand became two important centers.

Since no art exists without influence from its predecessors, glassmaking was also
influenced by the Sassanid rule. Most of the works found with the mold-blowing
technique have a large thickness and little decoration and color. Decorations also
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include creating relief with tools like scissors and pliers, grooves and lathes, and
additional strips.

Excavations of the Bisotun region show that in the third century AD, probably
various artisans and artists from Syria were brought by Shah Abbas to familiarize
themselves with the style and decoration of Islamic glass and then develop this style.
The artistic style of the Abbasid period spread to various regions of the Islamic
world. This is why objects similar to those found in Iran were also produced in Iraq
and Syria. Research comparing selected objects indicates that while Iran's perfumes
were crafted, similar versions began to emerge in Syria and Iraq about a century
later. However, Iranian objects exhibit a greater sense of mystery and incorporate
elements rooted in ancient Iranian beliefs. This includes the use of intricate patterns
and the creation of items shaped like goats, scorpions, fish, and cats, which
showcase more beauty and creativity. The boom in glassmaking experienced a
decline once again due to the Mongol invasion, which led to the destruction of many
scientific centers. Consequently, if an artist remained interested in this craft, their
work became limited to simple objects, and production was restricted to small
workshops.
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