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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore the prospective research dimensions of technology
governance within higher education through internal investigations. Utilizing a
qualitative approach, the research adopted an inductive methodology and
qualitative meta-synthesis method. The present investigation employed a
comprehensive sample of 50 peer-reviewed scholarly articles that were
published in esteemed domestic academic journals and conference proceedings
between the years 2009 and 2023. Of this corpus, 20 articles were selected based
on a set of predefined criteria, including their level of precision, originality, and
innovative content. Data analysis was conducted using qualitative analysis
facilitated by the maxqda20 software. The analysis yielded 89 codes,
categorized into 4 primary themes, addressing topics such as the future of
technology, technology's role in higher education in Iran, future trends in higher
education research, and forthcoming research directions. The findings suggest
that forthcoming internal research endeavors in technology within higher
education are oriented towards aspects external to the university, particularly
concerning the institution's engagement in the metaverse domain, which is
anticipated to instigate comprehensive transformations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Technological advances in areas such as artificial intelligence, virtual
reality, and big data can provide a foundation for educational
innovations in higher education and enable personalized and inclusive
learning experiences that prepare students for the changing labor
market. The purpose of the present study is to 1. Study, identify, and
analyze key factors affecting the future governance of technology in
Iranian higher education 2. Propose solutions to improve and develop
technology governance in Iranian higher education in the future 3.
Conduct a meta-synthesis of existing futures research on technology
governance in higher education.

Research Questions

How is the future of Iranian higher education being mapped out?
What are the themes and quality of the future governance of Iranian
higher education?

What is the philosophy behind the future governance of technology in
Iranian higher education?

Literature Review

Organizational intelligence plays a mediating role in the impact of
knowledge management on futures studies in higher education.
Keyhuman capital capabilities for the future of higher education include
superior thinking, problem-solving ability, and strong communication
and teamwork skills. - Futures studies in higher education have become
essential in view of rapid changes and the emergence of the knowledge
age to create a desirable future and long-term policy and planning. This
article discusses the concept of governance, especially in the context of
information technology and its application in higher education, and
highlights the importance of futures studies in higher education with a
focus on human resources and management issues.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a qualitative meta-synthesis method
and the research strategy was inductive exploratory. In recent years, due
to the rapid growth of research in all fields, research of the type of
review and analysis of other research is very necessary, such as
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systematic review, field review, meta-analysis and meta-synthesis. This
type of process is necessary in various scientific fields. A meta-
synthesis study combines qualitative data together to form a new
interpretation of the research field. This helps to generate new theories
or an explanatory theory of why such research works.

Conclusion

After the initial study, which is a visual representation, it can be
concluded that in the field of technology governance in education,
futures studies have focused very little on pre-university education and
there is a serious deficiency in technology governance in primary
education. Given the importance of technology policymaking in
primary education, it seems that futures studies, especially those
conducted using the futures study method, should pay serious attention
to technology governance in 12-year general education, especially
primary education. As can be seen in the image, technology futures
studies in higher education generally dominate all areas, and of course,
the future of technology has been related to the education in question.
Another research deficiency that results from this representation is in
the future of technology dimension. Studies have addressed the future
of technology in a very limited way. However, given that the future of
technology plays a fundamental role among the four dimensions
extracted from the organization of codes, and that the remaining
dimensions, except for futures studies, are comprehensive and branch
off from this dimension, it is essential for futures studies to pay more
attention to the future of technology issues. Therefore, it is suggested
that researchers consider the future of technology as the underlying
philosophy of futures studies in education for their research.
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