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Introduction

Irnian society, like other multi-ethnic societies, needs social cohesion; However, the
existence of many social and cultural harms, which are sometimes rooted in social
indifference, a sense of relative deprivation, weakness in religiosity, and weakness
in social cohesion, etc., makes the realization of this important issue difficult. It is
necessary to smooth out these problems, correct the beliefs and values of the society
at the macro level, and take care of the family institution, especially the young
generation, at the micro level. Considering the current conditions of Iranian society,
one of the concepts that is important to study is social cohesion. Social cohesion, as
one of the important factors affecting the social development of societies, is a
process of integration of the individual in the community, which is formed by
expressive and moral actions. During the formation of this component, many social
and cultural factors such as religiosity, ethnic identity, sense of relative deprivation,
etc., are influential.

Therefore, considering the ethnic community of Ahvaz City and the importance of
tension-generating factors such as the geopolitical situation of the ethnic groups, the
stereotyped opinions of the ethnic groups towards each other, the feeling of
discrimination and injustice, etc, which has caused disagreements between ethnic
groups, we can seek to answer the question that what factors affect the social
cohesion of the youth of Ahvaz City? How and in what form is this influence?
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Ethnic identity, as one of the types of collective identity, refers to the set of
characteristics and specifications that distinguish an ethnic group from other ethnic
groups and create a feeling of belonging among the members of the ethnic group,
making them cohesive. Ethnic identity also refers to a group's awareness of its
cultural distinction.

Ethnic identity has different dimensions, such as pride, ethnic action, ethnic
awareness, and ethnocentrism (lack of orientation towards other ethnic groups),
which, in this study, while emphasizing the ethnocentrism dimension of ethnic
identity, a set of attitudes and group characteristics that are interconnected by
cultural homogeneity bonds has been considered.

When people feel they have lost something that should be theirs, they compensate
for their sense of deprivation by harming others and gaining instant gratification.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the sense of relative deprivation may lead to a
decrease in the level of belief in a just world and, accordingly, religious beliefs.

The core of Durkheim's theory is that religion is inherently social and reasonable.
According to Durkheim, the existence of moral rules is necessary for human social
life, and these rules are made by society and institutionalized in individuals, and the
most important tool for this is religion; so religion is reasonable. Religion has two
basic roles: One is to create and maintain social bonds between people, and the other
is to comment on existence. In fact, the main role of religion is to maintain the bond
between people.

Materials and Methods

This is a quantitative study that is applied in terms of purpose and correlational in
terms of descriptive-survey method. The statistical population includes men and
women aged 18 to 29 from the eight regions of Ahvaz City in 1401, with a
population of 1,245,237. The sample size calculated using Morgan's table is 384
people, who were selected by random three-stage cluster sampling. To collect
information, questionnaires on social cohesion (22 items), religiosity (29 items),
relative deprivation (6 items), and ethnic identity (15 items) were used. SPSS 22
software was used for data analysis in two descriptive and analytical sections.

Results

According to the descriptive findings of the research, the average social cohesion is
at a medium to high level. Furthermore, based on the analytical findings, the
variables of religiosity and ethnic identity have a significant effect on social
cohesion and are able to explain 0.41 of the variance of the dependent variable.
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Discussion

According to the analytical findings, religiosity affects social cohesion. It can be
stated that the higher the level of religiosity in a society, the more individuals will
benefit from greater social cohesion. This is because adherence to religion and faith
can serve as a lever for commitment to values. On the other hand, ethnic identity
affects social cohesion. Theoretically, ethnic identity can create a sense of belonging
among the members of an ethnic group and make them cohesive. In fact, a society
with a positive dimension of ethnic identity has a high level of social cohesion, and
in this case, the society will be more coherent and uniform. Finally, in the current
research, the sense of relative deprivation as a consequence of feeling the existence
of an unbearable gap between value capabilities and value expectations does not
affect social cohesion.

Conclusion

This research comes to the conclusion that by strengthening religiosity and ethnic
identity in the ethnic society of Ahvaz City, it is possible to increase the level of
social cohesion and thereby reduce the sense of relative deprivation and social
anomalies. In other words, by giving identity to different ethnicities, cultures, and
religions and forming local associations with the responsibility of the people of the
neighborhood, it is possible to provide more cooperation among people.

Keywords: Social Cohesion, Religiosity, Ethnic Identity, Sense of Relative
Deprivation, Ahvaz City
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