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Introduction

Preserving indigenous knowledge has become increasingly essential due to rapid
generational changes in the modern era. Furthermore, the global focus on
development—particularly sustainable development—and the critical role of the
tourism industry in contemporary daily life have motivated us to explore these three
fundamental and modern issues in the context of Dashkasan village.

Accordingly, we aim to leverage these core themes—indigenous knowledge,
sustainable development, and tourism—for the intellectual, cultural, and industrial
advancement of Dashkasan’s residents. This research can pave the way for deeper
anthropological studies and inspire transformative perspectives on rural life.

The core focus of this research is the relationship between indigenous knowledge,
the tourism industry, and environmental conservation, particularly the preservation
of the natural ecosystem in Dashkasan’s rural area. This is a global concern that
leading researchers at major universities are addressing. Additionally, this research
aims to contribute to the preservation of Dashkasan’s unique ecosystem and promote
environmental awareness among its residents, fostering a deeper understanding of
conservation practices and ecological structures.
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Literature Review

Rural tourism is a longstanding phenomenon. Turner introduced rural tourism as a
recreational and social activity in the late 18th century in England, although rural
areas had been used for leisure activities before then. However, participation in these
activities was largely restricted to the upper classes of society. Until the Industrial
Revolution in the mid-18th century, relatively few people had the opportunity or
desire to engage in travel and tourism due to its slow, arduous, and often dangerous
nature. Traveling to rural areas was especially challenging. It wasn’t until the
development of railway networks in the 1850s that Europe and America became
interconnected, significantly improving access.

The Industrial Revolution brought transformative changes to human societies. In
Iran, where rural areas have historically held significant cultural and demographic
importance, rural tourism dates back to the dawn of civilization. Visitors would
travel to these areas for specific purposes rooted in traditions and societal needs,
reflecting an early form of tourism.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a fundamental-applied approach in terms of purpose and employs
a qualitative and ethnographic design. Descriptive research explores the nature of a
phenomenon, seeking to understand and systematically describe its current state,
features, and attributes. Where necessary, it also examines relationships between
variables.

The study area is Dashkasan village, located in Meshginshahr, Ardabil province.
Fieldwork—including interviews, note-taking, and photography—was conducted
from 2019 to 2022. The study population consists of residents with in-depth
knowledge of traditional watermill operations and stone-carving techniques.
Sampling was guided by the principle of theoretical saturation. Unlike probability
sampling methods, which aim to generalize findings from a representative sample to
an entire population, qualitative research focuses on providing detailed and
comprehensive insights into a specific phenomenon.

Conclusion

This study was initiated to identify and preserve valuable indigenous knowledge. It
highlights the unique expertise of the Dashkasan community, examines its
connection to the tourism industry, and explores its potential role in rural
development. Additionally, the research emphasizes the preservation of indigenous
knowledge as a form of cultural heritage, facilitating its introduction to other regions
and cultures.
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Grounded in Malinowski's functionalist theory of needs, the study demonstrates how
the traditional watermill industry and the indigenous knowledge of
"Diyarmanchaliq" meet both the biological and cultural needs of Dashkasan’s
residents. The manifest function of this industry, as observed in the daily lives of the
village’s residents, underscores its role in generating income and fostering economic
prosperity. Beyond its economic benefits, the traditional watermill approach
contributes to cultural identity and continuity within the rural community.

By integrating environmental conservation, efficient water usage, and sustainable
agricultural practices, this study argues that the development of indigenous
knowledge through tourism can provide traditional communities with a renewed
global identity. In other words, the connection between the lives of the people of this
village and the issue of the environment, the proper use of water, and green
productivity in the use of agricultural water and even drinking water in the
development of indigenous knowledge in the form of tourism development in this
village can give a new global identity to the traditional community.

Keywords: Indigenous Knowledge, Water mill, Dasheksan, Development, Tourism,
Millstone, Village, Traditional Water Industries, Traditional Milling Industries
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