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Introduction

Tourism development can bring numerous benefits to communities (Adebayo &
Butcher, 2021: 211). However, it can also have negative impacts, such as rising
living costs for local residents and a decline in their overall quality of life (Gohori &
van der Merwe, 2021:5). These negative impacts of tourism may reflect inadequate
planning or insufficient community involvement in tourism planning (Llupart, 2022:
8). Researchers have sought to mitigate the negative impacts of tourism
development by implementing a form of sustainable tourism. This effort led to the
creation of "community-based tourism," which is fundamentally focused on
encouraging local community involvement in tourism development. (Setokoe &
Ramukumba, 2020: 15).

Community-based tourism is a form of tourism that emphasizes the active
participation of local communities in development and management. Its purpose is
to empower communities by involving them in decision-making, providing
economic benefits, and preserving social and cultural resources. An essential aspect
of this type of tourism is to ensure the local community's involvement in tourism
planning. (Wanner & Probstl, 2019: 7).

This article aims to identify the key challenges associated with community
participation in the tourism development process of the country. To achieve this, it
reviews existing literature on the subject and gathers insights from research experts.
Following the identification of these challenges, the article presents a logical
framework to offer scientific solutions to address them.

Literature Review
Various researches in the world have investigated the issue of "community

participation" in the tourism industry, which is an indication of the importance of
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this issue; In the researches carried out in the field of "social participation" during
recent years at the world level, there is a great tendency to examine "the local
community's point of view on tourism development", "empowerment" and
"exploring tourism potential" (Boonwanno et al, 2022, Lekaota, 2019, Mansor et al,
2019, Rastegar et al, 2021, Sarr et al, 2020), it can be observed that the examination
of the challenges and obstacles to participation has been considered to some extent
during the research process or in the results and suggestions sections of existing
studies.

Some studies primarily focus on challenges and barriers to participation, while
others analyze data and identify challenges and obstacles. Human resource
development in community-based tourism, during the research process, identifies
the existence of social participation challenges as a threat to tourism development.
Furthermore, in his article, Lekaoto (2019) aimed to explore the local community's
perspective on tourism development, noting that the inadequate conditions for local
community participation were regarded as a secondary issue.

Researchers such as Adibao and Butcher (2021), who specifically sought to
determine the limits of social participation in tourism, have also addressed this issue
with a partial perspective and have highlighted the negative effects of non-
participation. Sarret et al. (2020) aimed to identify the cause of dissatisfaction within
the local community regarding their lack of involvement in tourism development,
concluding that the beneficiaries' ambitions were to blame.

Research conducted by Kala and Bagri (2018), Nguyen et al. (2020), Rindravati
(2023), and Setokue and Ramukumba (2020) has clearly identified the challenges of
participation in tourism. These studies provide a focused perspective on this issue.

Materials and Methods

The current research falls under the category of applied research, as it focuses on
developing practical knowledge and its application within the tourism sector. The
researcher collected and analyzed data over three months. Initially, the challenges to
participation were identified through a review of the literature and existing research.
Following this, a communication model was developed using the interpretative
structural modeling technique to illustrate the relationships between the identified
challenges.

Conclusion

According to the findings of this research, the root of executive and social
challenges is fundamental challenges. This type of centralized structure will lead to
the non-implementation of the participatory approach in the local community.
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In conclusion, the local community's role is essential in strengthening "community-
based tourism," fostering a harmonious and mutually beneficial relationship between
tourism and local communities. By empowering and engaging the local community,
tourism can contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage, economic
development, and environmental protection, ultimately creating a more sustainable
and equitable future for society and the tourism industry. The findings highlight the
importance of community participation and emphasize the need for inclusive
decision-making and social participation in tourism development. By addressing the
identified challenges, this research emphasizes community-based tourism
development as it will benefit both local communities and the tourism industry.

Keywords: Community-Based Tourism, Social Participation, Social Happiness,
Participation Challenges, Tourism Development
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