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Abstract

Since all aspects of life, including literature, are influenced by events
such as war or revolution, the Imposed War in Iran, apart from its
diverse damages and consequences, significantly impacted fictional
works. Among these, some authors, like Hossein Mortazavian Abkenar,
created literary works with a distinctive perspective, emphasizing
absurdity. His work meticulously advances the absurd state of life,
making it a hallmark of the narrative. This absurd and meaningless
world deeply engages with the existential layers of living characters
whose life cycles ended long ago, trapped in repetitive routines. A sense
of futility and the absurdity of existence places this work within the
realm of absurdist literature. To examine the function of absurdity, we
adopted an analytical-descriptive method to explore the structural and
semantic components of absurdity in the said work. The study identifies
major elements of absurdity, including fragmentation, incoherent plots,
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dark humor, abrupt and disjointed sentences, cycles of futility, death-
oriented thoughts, rebellion, social pessimism, fear and anxiety, and
futile euphoria stemming from the aftermath of war. However, the
essence of absurdity in this work does not follow a clear trajectory; each
character defines and experiences loneliness, despair, and other
concepts of absurdity based on their internal traits. A close reading of
the text reveals abundant evidence of the author's perspective on life,
existence, anxiety, absurdity, and the hopelessness induced by the crisis
of war

Keywords:: Absurdity, War Novel, The Scorpion on the Andimeshk

Railway Stairs, Hossein Mortazavian Abkenar
Introduction

One of the most critical issues of contemporary human life is the
meaninglessness of existence and the prevalence of nihilistic thoughts,
which emerged in the aftermath of devastating wars due to the
omnipresence of death and the instability of life. “With the undeniable
dominance of technology, humanity has suffered from alienation and
an identity crisis, further fueling the spread of nihilistic ideas. Absurdity
is a philosophical concept that suggests the ultimate outcome of human
efforts to find meaning is failure, as contemporary humans are caught
between the traditions of the past and the disarray of the modern era.
These circumstances drive individuals into despair, pessimism, and
mistrust. The lack of ideals and spiritual aspirations, which leads to a
human identity crisis, is one of the most significant factors in the
formation of absurdity” (Nazerzadeh Kermani, 1986, p. 38). Therefore,
the authors aimed to identify and study these factors in the story The
Scorpion on the Andimeshk Railway Stairs.



"Under the influence of the widespread nihilistic ideas resulting
from social events—especially wars—and scientific and philosophical
developments, the literary genre of absurdity emerged, emphasizing
aspects such as the absence of meaning in nature, the isolation of
humans in a meaningless world, and notions like purposelessness,
absurdity, lack of faith, alienation, identity crisis, loneliness, and death
anxiety" (Robertres, 2015, p. 45). In this context, art, literature, and
postmodern fiction became prominent domains influenced by the
currents of absurdity and the absurd. Some authors focused on
highlighting elements of absurdity in their works. Since absurdity is a
concept rooted in modernism, it is not confined to a single country and
manifests through various characteristics in different forms. In Iran, too,
traces of absurdity and absurdism appeared in some literary works due
to the political, intellectual, and cultural context of society, as well as
the transformations caused by war. The war and Sacred Defense novels,
integral parts of contemporary Iranian literature, were not immune to
the phenomenon of absurdity. The Imposed War (by Iraq on Iran) gave
rise to works that conveyed waves of despair, pessimism, depression,
passivity, anxiety, fear, and death-oriented thoughts. However, in
novels where the author held a positive view of the Sacred Defense, the
genre took on a reverse tone due to the religious and sacred nature of
the subject matter. "In general, contemporary fiction is not devoid of
stories; rather, the story of contemporary fiction lacks certainty,

tranquility, and innocence" (Rob Grier, 1992, p. 20).

In this context, postmodern fiction, such as The Scorpion on the

Andimeshk Railway Stairs, emphasizes the dominance of the subjective
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over the objective and even rationality. However, it does not entirely
disregard objectivity; instead, it utilizes it to enhance subjectivity,
creating a unique structure that leverages linguistic tension within an
aura of mystery and ambiguity. In such a framework, time is no longer
conventionally divided into past, present, and future but is instead a
fusion of conventional time and time manipulated by the narrator. In
the story, there is no absolute boundary or certainty, as postmodern
fiction does not accept strict demarcations. Another notable
characteristic of postmodernism in this story is the temporal disorder in
the narration of events, as well as the revival and continuation of
historical incidents in the modern world. For instance, the story
occasionally references past events, such as the description of how
individuals were killed, drawing on narratives like Blood Drips from

This Train, Sir, alongside wounded individuals and other incidents.
Research Background

Numerous studies in various languages have been conducted on
absurdity in literature, making it unnecessary to list them all. Instead, a
few of the most significant works in English and Persian will be

mentioned:

One of the earliest investigations into absurdity is Martin
Esslin’s The Theatre of the Absurd (1988). Esslin, who coined this term
for this literary and dramatic trend, discusses in his book the concept of
absurdity, its literary and non-literary origins, the works and authors
associated with it, the tradition of the absurd, and its significance in

Europe. Despite being translated into Persian, most Persian research on



absurdity has not utilized this seminal work, which is a primary source

for most English studies.

Another significant work is Arnold P. Hinchliffe’s The Absurd
(1969), translated into Persian as Pouchi [ Absurdity] (1389/2010). This
book serves as a useful introduction to studying absurdist works from
the first half of the 20th century. After addressing various definitions of
absurdity, the book examines key figures in the movement, such as
Esslin, Sartre, Camus, Ionesco, and Genet. It concludes with a
discussion on the limitations of the term "absurd" and potential

objections to the concept.

James L. Roberts’ Beckett's Waiting for Godot, Endgame, &
Other Plays (1980) introduces and critiques the works of Samuel
Beckett. It examines the absurdist theater and its similarities and

differences with other works, consisting of seven chapters.

Another notable book in this field is Neil Cornwell’s The
Absurd in Literature (2006). Without aiming to provide a
comprehensive history of absurdity, Cornwell offers a historical

examination of absurdist literature and its pioneers.

Viktor Frankl’s Man’s Search for Meaning (2004/1946)
explores complex philosophical concepts of meaning and

meaninglessness in modern European fiction.

In their 2019 article Absurdity in Akhavan Sales' Poem
"Inscription” (Katibeh), Talebian et al. examine how the literary

atmosphere of the 1950s was influenced by the August 19, 1953, coup.
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They analyze the construction of absurdist elements in Akhavan Sales’

poetry and demonstrate these elements in contemporary Persian poetry.

Similarly, Shamsaei (2012), in her thesis titled Absurdity in the
Contemporary Novel, conducts a comparative study of absurdity in
Albert Camus’ The Stranger and Sadeq Hedayat’s Three Drops of
Blood. However, her work does not fully address all the components of

absurdity.
Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to uncover the
elements of absurdity through a reading of The Scorpion on the
Andimeshk Railway Stairs. Thus, the research relies on document
analysis and content analysis to extract, examine, and interpret the
elements of absurdity in the text, providing a more precise

understanding of the story.

The innovation of this research lies in the structural and
thematic construction of the concept of absurdity. Additionally, no prior
research has examined the theme of absurdity in the context of Iranian

war literature, particularly that of the war imposed on Iran by Iraq.
Conclusion

Literature and literary works are always influenced by political and
social events, and the themes and directions explored in literature are
shaped by significant societal changes. One such major event is the
Iran-Iraq War. Not only the war itself but also the innovative

discoveries of writers during and after the war gave rise to a new spirit



among creators of fiction, such as Hossein Mortezaian Abkenar, whose
works embody confusion, turmoil, contradiction, and absurdity. Thus,
the presence of multiple sources of absurdity and intertextuality in the
layers of The Scorpion on the Andimeshk Railway Stairs cannot be

ignored.

Based on the discussion presented, this study concludes the
following: 1) The Scorpion on the Andimeshk Railway Stairs is
considered an absurdist work due to its incorporation of most of the
elements of absurdity. 2) Mortezaian can be regarded as one of the
contemporary writers of war literature influenced by absurdist
literature. Analysis of examples and evidence from this story reveals
the extent of his success and impact in expressing this literary genre. 3)
Themes such as anxiety, futility, and fate, central to absurdist thought,
all serve as sources of suffering in this story. In addition to the anguish
stemming from death and mortality, the anxiety-related distress forms
the foundational structure of 7he Scorpion on the Andimeshk Railway
Stairs, casting a constant shadow over it. 4) Feelings of loneliness, a
lack of refuge, a sense of purposelessness, and the emptiness of life—
along with the terrifying imagery of life in the context of war—are not
only factors contributing to the psychological anxiety in The Scorpion
on the Andimeshk Railway Stairs but also existential concerns at the
root of absurdity and meaninglessness. 5) The story depicts the
definitive presence of death through its story-within-a-story approach
and symbolic use of the scorpion. The distress and exhaustion of
language, conveyed through vivid, tangible sentences and artistically

bitter imagery, cannot be overlooked in the said story, creating
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structural absurdity. This reflects contradictions, meaninglessness,
insanity, confusion, and despair. 6) The focus on individualism is
another hallmark of modernism and subsequently absurdity. The
individuality attributed to the soldier by the author encompasses all
aspects of the soldier’s personal life, independent of his military duties.
This approach explains why the author does not delve into the primary
aspects of war but centers the story on the individuality of Morteza. The
narrative is told from the perspective of someone completing his
mandatory military service during the war, portraying his inability to
align himself with the obligations of a soldier. Throughout his two years
on the battlefield, he lives in isolation, fear, and loneliness. 7) Using
this approach to identifying elements of absurdity, many other absurdist
literary works can be identified. Conducting such research offers a
novel method for studying contemporary literature and paves the way

for examining the Persian absurdist literature movement.
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