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Abstract

Molamma’, which refers to bilingual poetry, has been an integral part of
Persian poetry since its inception. Poets spanning from the earliest periods of
Persian literature to the contemporary era have exhibited an enduring
fascination with the art of composing bilingual verses. In this study, Persian—
Arabic molamma ‘s from recent decades—particularly the 1380s and 1390s
SH (2000s-2010s CE)—have been gathered using partial induction, and their
linguistic features and relationship with the Iranian poetic tradition have been
examined through a descriptive-analytical approach. Given its direct and
inherent connection with religious texts, we have intentionally excluded ritual
poetry from our study. Contemporary bilingual poetry has encountered
various challenges recently, stemming from multiple factors. Nonetheless, a
group of young poets, particularly in the previously mentioned decades,
welcomed it as an engaging literary technique. These poets mainly
experimented with the framework and theme of the ghazal, composing
bilingual poems using Arabic phrases that are generally familiar to Iranian
audiences. Through the adept use of Arabic sentences, which enjoy
widespread recognition among the Iranian audience, they skillfully adorned
their verses in the distinctive style of molamma’. These poets aimed to
construct a distinct emotional ambience and a unique narrative voice by
employing a direct quotation, adaptation, and synthesis of Arabic expressions
and incorporating Arabic syntactic structures into the Persian linguistic
framework. The Arabic hemistiches or couplets in contemporary bilingual
poems often draw upon religious texts and elements of the Persian mystical
tradition. In contrast to their classical counterparts, they generally do not

establish a meaningful engagement with Arabic literature.
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1. Introduction

Molamma’ (bilingual or macaronic poetry) refers to the deliberate
blending of Persian and Arabic within poetry in such a way that the
poem’s bilingual nature becomes evident to the Persian-speaking
audience. Poets from the 4™ century AH (10" century CE) to the
contemporary period, across various literary eras, have composed
molamma’ poems and experimented with different themes. Molamma -
writing experienced a period of decline after the Constitutional
Revolution. Only a few poets, such as Malek al-Sho‘ara Bahar and
Shahriar, continued composing in this style, while influential literary
figures like Nima Youshij, Mehdi Akhavan Sales, and others showed
little interest in it. However, molamma " has resurfaced in recent decades
in a new form, with the incorporation of Arabic phrases and expressions
in the ghazals of poets such as Mohammad-Hossein Bahramian, Ali-
Akbar Yaghi-Tabar, Mehdi Faraji, and others. The Arabic lines and
verses in contemporary Persian poetry possess distinct features that
echo the authentic tradition of molamma’-writing in Persian literature,
especially that of the Iraqi style. The cultural and social context and the
renewed presence of molamma’ in contemporary ghazal poetry merit
further scholarly investigation.

2. Literature review

Valuable studies have examined the meaning, characteristics, and
historical development of molamma’at or bilingual poems. Some of the
most important of these works, which may appear to overlap with the
present study, are as follows: Seyyed Zia al-Din Sajjadi wrote
“Molamma’ and Its Analysis” in 1983 [1362 SH], and Abdollah Tolouei
completed his doctoral dissertation titled “Research and Analysis of
Molamma’ Poetry” in 1992 [1371 SH], both of which predate the period
addressed in this article. Ahmad Mousa defended his doctoral thesis in
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2002 [1381 SH] at the University of Tehran under the title “Persian-
Speaking Arabic Poets from the Beginning to Abd al-Rahman Jami (An
Introduction and Analysis of Their Arabic Poems).” In two subsequent
Arabic-language articles—"“A/-Molamma’at fi al-Shi‘r al-Farisi”
(2009) published in Al-Dirasat al-Adabiyya, and “Reflections on
Molamma’ Poetry” (2010), presented at the Arabic-Persian Literature
Conference—he, as in his dissertation, does not go beyond the era of
Jami. Manouchehr Daneshpazhouh, in his article “Molamma’at and
Muthallathat, or Bilingual and Trilingual Poems” (2003 [1382 SH])),
published in The History of Persian Literature, briefly mentions
contemporary molamma’at, citing only a single Persian—Turkish
couplet by Shahriar and a humorous Persian—English molamma’. In
2011 [1390 SH], Ali-Asghar Qahramani-Mogbel authored the article
“The Art of the Molamma’: A Bridge Between Persian and Arabic
Poetry”, in which he examined such poems from the perspective of
meter and rhyme. Similarly, Reza Khabazha, in his 2013 [1392 SH]
article “4 Comparative Study of Jami’s Molamma’ Ghazals with Those
of Saadi and Hafez,” focused on classical molamma’at, especially those
by Jami, in order to offer a comparative understanding of them. In 2015
[1394 SH], Hojjat Rasouli published the book Molamma’ in Persian
Poetry, and in 2016 [1395 SH], in collaboration with others, published
the article “Molamma’ and Its Development from the Beginning to the
End of the Tenth Hijri Century.” These works discuss the literal
meaning of molamma’, its historical evolution, the distribution and
arrangement of Arabic and Persian lines, and molamma’~writing poets
from the earliest times up to Jami. Therefore, it appears that Persian—
Arabic molamma’at in the contemporary period—particularly during
the 1380s and 1390s SH (2000s and 2010s CE)—have not yet been
adequately studied. The present research draws upon the
aforementioned books and articles while addressing this scholarly gap.

3. Research Method

The necessary data for this study was gathered through an inductive
approach and based on library resources by examining the collected
works (divans) of poets from the 1380s and 1390s SH (2000s and
2010s). The Arabic lines and couplets were analyzed and described
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from both linguistic and literary perspectives. To ensure greater focus
and coherence, the scope of this study was limited to the ghazals form
during the aforementioned decades.

4. Conclusion

In the 2000s and 2010s, a group of young Iranian poets revived the
tradition of Persian—Arabic molamma’ poetry, integrating Arabic lines
into their Persian compositions. This bilingual approach, especially
within the ghazal and Nimaic forms, introduced new linguistic and
stylistic dimensions to contemporary Persian poetry. These Arabic
elements are generally simple and accessible, tailored to readers
familiar with classical Persian literature. The Arabic language used is
not drawn from modern Standard Arabic but rather from a shared
linguistic repertoire familiar to laypeople and scholars in Iran, making
the transition between Persian and Arabic smoother and more enjoyable
for the audience. Compared to classical poetry, the arrangement of
Persian and Arabic hemistiches or verses in modern bilingual poetry is
often irregular. The resurgence of this form in recent decades appears
to be a culturally internal phenomenon rooted in the literary traditions
of Iranian culture. In other words, the Arabic phrases in molamma s are
generally less connected to contemporary living Arabic and more tied
to the Arabic literary heritage within Iranian culture. The Arabic used
in these bilingual poems possesses its own distinctive features at
morphological, syntactic, semantic, and phonological levels. Some
Arabic texts and poems composed by Iranians were historically
described as ‘ujma (Persianized or Iranized Arabic) due to their Persian
undertones, which manifested in lexical and semantic domains.
Therefore, these compositions clearly reflect the Iranian mindset and
aesthetic sensibility in word formation and syntactic structuring.
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