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Abstract
In narrating the tales of the Masnavi, Jalal al-Din Rami adopts a dramatic
style, delving into intuitive revelations of the spiritual realm. After profound
contemplation, he employs precise language and themes to engage with the
rational world. Wherever he bridges these two disparate realms, he expands
his imagery and thematic creativity, elucidating the existential dimensions of
both worlds through clear linguistic and rhetorical signs. The aim of this
study is to analyze themes and examine artistic techniques in such discursive
contexts to highlight the text’s message, thereby interpreting the central
question concerning how Rumi integrates his inner and outer thoughts in
effective relation to the spiritual and rational realms of the Masnavi. This
research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method focused on
three esoteric stories from the Masnavi. The findings demonstrate that Rumi,
through the use of specific linguistic techniques and prominent rhetorical
devices, renders the spiritual realm more tangible and, after elucidating his
mystical visions and prior to returning to the rational wortld of the Masnavi,
exhibits the quality of their continuous and effective connection. At the
moment these two worlds converge, he reveals some of the most significant
explicit and implicit intentions rooted in his Sufi knowledge in relation to the
two realms.

Keywords: Rumi, the Masnavi, Esoteric tales, dramatic style, spiritual
and rational realms.

Introduction
The expansion of certain mystical concepts in the Masnavi tales seeks to
clarify their pragmatic meaning, thereby elucidating the narrative structure
and the arrangement of dramatic scenes within Rumi’s storytelling. By
analyzing the interaction between Rumi’s spiritual and rational realms in
these esoteric tales, we can discern how—and to what extent—these two
distinct dimensions merge within the intricate artistic system of his poetry,
which intertwines both apparent and hidden meanings. In narrating the
esoteric tales of the Masnavi, Rumi deliberately disrupts chronological order,
crafting dynamic scenes of manifestation and performance to avoid banality.
In line with the general dramatic style, he leaves the story characters frozen
and isolated while taking on the role of an aware narrator, appearing more
frequently in the scenes. To the extent required by the discourse, he conveys
intuitive meanings and then returns to continue the story.

At the core of the convergence of insights gained from mystical
knowledge, and parallel to his entry into the realm of rational cognition, the
analysis of explicit and implicit themes within the story takes shape through



“precise expressions.” These themes become evident via linguistic and
rhetorical signs. By analyzing the artistic aspects of language, the worlds of
“secing and speaking” merge, and the discovery of this realm leads to a
deeper understanding of the role of the Masnavi’s worlds in creating new Sufi
themes. In the context of attaining Sufi knowledge, this enhances the
audience’s degree of persuasion. Within the connection between mystical
experiences, artistic language, and the states of being and becoming, the final
point where Rumi counts mystical allusions in the realm of meaning—just
before entering the realm of form—becomes significant. The goal is to
distinguish and juxtapose these two worlds, while maintaining belief in their
disconnection, through words and expressions that can validate such a
perspective.

Based on this framework, the present study focuses on answering the
question: “In the esoteric stories of the Masnavi, what characteristics define
Rumi’s spiritual realm and intellectual world when they encounter each
other? And how does Rumi disclose his intuitive meanings and subtle
insights for the purpose of uncovering meaning?” Providing a clear
depiction first of the distinction between the spiritual realm and the
intellectual world in the Masnavi, then their mode of connection and quality
of integration, and finally the creation of new realms thereafter, highlights
the necessity of this research. Analyzing the topic by relying on the
interpretation of key terms underscores the importance of this study. In the
thematic analysis of this article, the stories of “The King and the
Handmaiden,” “Daquqt and His Miracles,” and “The Castle of Images” are
examined and critiqued. The precise interpretation of themes in Rumi’s
epistemological approach to the encounter of the two worlds of the Masnavi
is grounded in the characteristics of the artistic system of words and his
effective mystical experiences.

Literature Review

Scholars have analyzed the Masnaviin its entirety through various
theoretical lenses and examined its dramatic aspects, offering only brief
remarks on the present subject. Some related studies outline the rational and
spiritual realms within the tales of “The King and the Handmaiden,”
“Daquqt and His Miracles,” and “The Castle of Images”. However, these
works address the spiritual and rational realms in isolation, failing to
clucidate the nature of their intersection or the significance of their
convergence. In another study tangentially related to this article, researchers
analyze verses from the first book of the Masnavi that reveal Rumi’s intent to
delve into the outward narrative of the tales. They emphasize critiquing the
specific words and terms that facilitate the transition from the realm of
meaning (Glam-i ma'na) to the realm of form (‘alam-i Siraf). Without
diminishing the value of prior research, the author acknowledges that no
independent study has yet focused systematically—rather than
sporadically—on the present topic: the intricate themes embedded within



the Masnav?’s esoteric tales, particularly at the intersection of the spiritual and
rational realms.

Methodology

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported
by comprehensive library research, to elucidate its subject matter. It focuses
on examining prominent themes and key terms that convey esoteric
concepts and their connection to the external narrative framework. To this
end, a precise interpretation of themes—grounded in Rumi’s epistemological
understanding of the interaction between the two realms of the Masnavi—
takes center stage. This analysis draws upon the artistic system of his
language and the influence of mystical experiences, highlighting how they
shape the synthesis of the spiritual and rational dimensions.

Conclusion

Through the esoteric narratives of the Masnavi, Rumi conducts his
readers to the liminal space of spiritual apprehension while simultaneously
cultivating their rational discernment. He artfully depicts the manifold
conceptions of his spiritual and intellectual worlds as fundamentally
interconnected, mutually complementary, and reciprocally sustaining. In his
esoteric teachings, Rumi persistently contemplates the divine-human
relationship, employing symbolic tales as a theatrical space to manifest this
sublime concept, with each realm revealing its distinctive ontological
characteristics. At the confluence of the spiritual and rational domains, the
narrative discourse - or its subsequent development - invariably commences
upon a fresh epistemic stage. The exegesis of its expansive narratological
structures persists through innovative hermeneutic frameworks, with
successive veils of manifestation dissolving as the reader transitions from
one conceptual scene to another. Thus, Rumi’s intellectual realm radiates
with luminosity equal to his spiritual universe, and the Masnavi’s esoteric
stories present a perpetual dialectic between the unseen realm (alam al-ghayb)
and the phenomenal wortld (@lam al-shabada). Their dynamic interaction
serves to illuminate the essential qualities of each dimension.

Given that esoteric narratives employ symbolic representations that
amplify mystical significances through formal constructs, the ontological
gradations within the Masnavi’s material existence acquire particular
importance. Within this interdependent relationship, they function as the
foundational basis for the apprehension of intuitive and experiential
meanings, thereby privileging the affective dimensions of language over its
merely denotative functions. “The King and the Handmaiden” exemplifies
the simultaneous coexistence of spiritual and rational planes of existence.
“Daquql and His Miracles” articulates the ineffable mystery of divine
encounter and its subsequent manifestation within the earthly domain, while
simultaneously aspiring toward transcendental perfection. “The Castle of
Images” innovatively represents both the descent into material existence and
its subsequent sublimation toward transcendent reality. When Rumi’s
spiritual and intellectual realms intersect, each domain acquires distinctive



metaphysical attributes and inherent existential value. At this critical
juncture, Rumi articulates his most profound epistemological insights
through the aesthetic architecture of language and rhetorical sophistication,
thereby granting discerning readers the intellectual delight of mystical
discovery. Consequently, the cosmological dimensions of the Masnavi attain
unique qualitative characteristics, embodying ontological predicates that
testify to their fundamental significance within the universal order of
existence.
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