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Abstract

Hooshang Golshiri is among those fiction writers who seek a profound and
meaningful connection between the structure and the content in the story. In
the present study, the author after reviewing the existing theories on the
openings of narratives, aims to employ a content analysis approach based on
Funk’s theory with some modifications to the original model to investigate the
opening and closing techniques in Golshiri’s three short story collections
including Namazkhaneh-ye kuchek-e man (My Little Prayer Room), As
Always (Baraye-e hamisheh), Jobbe-khane (The Antique Chamber).The
findings reveal that in composite openings (45%), unpredictable and
ambiguous elements such as symbolization, mystery, and ambiguity play a
prominent role in shaping the openings. As this narrative uncertainty
continues, it often leads to the depiction of character disintegration. Therefore,
characterization in the openings (30%) takes the second place . In addition,
the opening sentences maintain a strong semantic relationship with the middle
and ending parts of the stories, offering readers critical cues about secondary
meanings and stories’ elements. Regarding the techniques used to close the
opening section, the most frequent methods include elaboration on events or
incidents (50%) and drawing the protagonist’s attention to a particular object
or idea (30%). These techniques are applied to maintain cohesion and
continuity between the opening and the middle sections of the narrative.

Keywords: short story, opening techniques, closing techniques in the
openings, element signification, Jobbe-khane, Hooshang Golshiri.
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