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Abstract

The dominant aspect of the existing researches about the reason for
writing the Shahnameh refers to Ferdowsi's concern for the revival of
culture, language, independence and national identity and confronting
the racial prejudices and favors of the Arab people. But in the
meantime, Saadi, a famous Iranian poet, has a different story about
Ferdowsi's goal and motivation. The current research, which is written
in a descriptive-analytical way and using library tools, tries to examine
and explain Saadi's opinion about the reason for writing the
Shahnameh. The results of this article show that Saadi searches for the
main reason for writing the Shahnameh in another place: reviving the
philosophy of history based on the political understanding of death,
which has a long history in Persian mythology, epics and history. Saadi
believes that Ferdowsi, by arranging the stories of kings and heroes who
are now buried in the abyss of the earth, clearly wants to remind the
people of power and authority that man is subject to time and death, and
that the kingdom and rule are stable. will not stay So let them practice
justice and leave a good name for themselves. By mentioning this point,
such a reading of the Shahnameh by Saadi is not affected by the didactic
literature that dominates his mind and language, but he himself, like all
great Iranian poets, is a revivalist of the philosophy of the history of
Iranian culture.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, Saadi, political understanding of
death, philosophy of history.

Introduction

Most studies that have examined the Shahnameh have cited the main
reasons for its composition as the revival of culture, independence, and
national identity, and countering racial prejudices and the ostentatious
displays of the Arab people, which especially reached its peak during
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the strictures of the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties. Saadi has a
special place and position in the field of didactic literature, and
reflection on his works shows that he had a long-standing familiarity
with the Shahnameh. Alongside Saadi’s eminent status in the history of
Iranian literature, as well as his proportional relationship in poetry with
Ferdowsi, the necessity of addressing the Sheikh of Age’s view and
attitude towards a monumental work like the Shahnameh is noteworthy
and necessary.

According to Giorgio Agamben, a contemporary Italian thinker who
has discussed the “political understanding of death,” the management
of death is one of the things that can be classified under the categories
of biopolitics and biopower. In this article, however, the interpretation
of the “political understanding of death” in the Shahnameh is another
narrative of the politicization of death, which, although the government
is involved, leads us to another perspective of the philosophy of history
in the Shahnameh.

Research Background

Regarding the study of “the philosophy of history in the Shahnameh,”
two Shahnameh scholars, Eslami Nodooshan in the book Life and
Death of Heroes in the Shahnameh (1969) and Sagheb-Far in the book
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and the Philosophy of History (1998), have
studied, whose viewpoints and differences with the present study are
mentioned in the main text. In another study, Jalil Tajlil (2001) in the
article “Saadi as Ferdowsi’s Successor” believes that “part of Saadi’s
works are somehow the result of the direct influence of Ferdowsi’s
words” (Tajlil, 2001: 3).

Research Method

This research, which is written in a descriptive-analytical method and
using library tools, seeks to display Saadi’s narrative of the reason for
the creation of the Shahnameh and to explain and analyze that different
reading.

Conclusion

The philosophy of history seeks to find the cause and special logic for
history in order to be able to explain and report events in its light. The
general structure of the Shahnameh, from the mythical section to the
end of the historical section, has a main theme that the philosophy of
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history of the Shahnameh is based on: ““a realistic perception of time
and death that is destined for man,” and therefore, most kings and power
holders in the Shahnameh see time-awareness and death-awareness, in
Heidegger’s words, as an opportunity and possibility to establish justice
and serve the people and leave behind a good name. This theme is seen
in the form of dialogues between kings and heroes throughout the
Shahnameh. Contrary to the dualistic view of the philosophy of history
in the Shahnameh by Sagheb-Far and Eslami Nodooshan, Ferdowsi’s
advice and admonitions that come during or at the end of the stories are
to confirm and emphasize the central theme of the Shahnameh, and it is
not that Ferdowsi himself tunes a different instrument. This is the same
view and narrative of Saadi about the reason for the composition of the
Shahnameh. In his view, Ferdowsi’s purpose in composing the
Shahnameh was not only to report myths and history, but also to make
the reader aware of the spirit and essence of history. Especially by
expressing concepts such as “the cycle of time and the ups and downs
of history, the instability of power and the impermanence of glory in
the world and what has happened to previous kings and rulers,” to make
the lords of the kingdom and power holders aware that their state is not
eternal; and therefore, in their politics and government, they should
make justice their profession and make the ethics related to the
oppressed their focus.

Of course, Saadi’s interpretation of the “philosophy of history in the
Shahnameh” and the way he deals with the issue of the creation of the
Shahnameh are rooted in ancient Iranian beliefs, which are mostly
manifested in the form of the themes of “the dominance of time over
man” and “the human race is always on the verge of death.”

Saadi, in his odes, by referring to the reason for composing the
Shahnameh, has actually revealed two important things: on the one
hand, he has decoded the philosophy of history governing the
Shahnameh, and on the other hand, he has shown that Persian language
poets and writers have been in the position of reviving the philosophy
of history of Iranian civilization and culture from the mythical era to
the present time. Accordingly, humility and recognition of the spirit of
history - which is full of ups and downs - has led Iranian civilization to
always carry the impermanence of the world and death as an ancient
treasure; for example, kings and heroes throughout the Shahnameh, by
proposing and repeating the fact that no government and power is
eternal, display a political understanding of death. Symbolic figures in
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the Shahnameh confirm Saadi’s claim about the reason for composing
the Shahnameh: Jamshid is a symbol of kings and governments that
chant the slogan of immortality and step on the path of oppression and
have a bitter end, and Keykhosrow is a symbol of lords and power
holders who have achieved a political understanding of death, have
surrendered to the spirit of history, and have taken the path of justice
and generosity, and finally, have freed their hearts from the adornment
of gold, power, and deception and have left behind a good name.
Therefore, in Saadi’s view, the philosophy of history governing the
Shahnameh, in a coming and going between the past and the present,
freely reminds every government and civilization of the political
understanding of death and its consequences: “No government and
owner of wealth and power is eternal.” So it is better for every ruler and
power holder to leave service and justice and the remembrance of a
good name as the best legacy for future generations.
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