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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The relationship between the Caliph and Tughril persisted from the
establishment of the Seljuk monarchy until Tughril’s death, evolving
in response to various factors and events. This relationship
experienced three major turning points: 1) the Caliph’s recognition of
the Seljuk monarchy, 2) the conquest of Baghdad by Basasiri and the
exile of al-Qaim, and 3) the marriage of the Caliph’s daughter to
Tughril. Each of these events involved extensive correspondence and
negotiations between the Sultan and the Caliph. These exchanges
provide valuable insights that deepen our understanding of the
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dynamics between these the two forms of government. In “Relations
Between the Seljuks and the Abbasids: Malikshah and Al-Mugqtadi,”
Shahvari (2009) explored the relationship between Malikshah—
assisted by Nizam al-Mulk—and Caliph al-Mugtadi. Shahvari
referred to Nizam al-Mulk’s role in normalizing the relationship
between the Caliph and Malikshah, which is divided into two phases:
one characterized by friendship and the other by hostility. In the article
“Relations Between the Seljuks and the Abbasid Caliphate with
Emphasis on the Era of Sultan Masoud,” Dardi Karimi (2009)
provided a descriptive and analytical account of the relations between
the Seljuks and the Abbasid Caliphate during Sultan Masoud’s reign.
Applying Mawardi’s theory, Rezaeian (2012), examined the Seljuks’
rise to power in relation to the decline of the Buyids. The present study
aimed to analyze the relationship between Tughril and Caliph al-
Qaim, with a primary focus on their correspondence. Although the
original texts of these letters are largely lost—except for one surviving
letter—their contents or translations are preserved in key sources from
the Seljuk period. Drawing on principles of critical discourse analysis,
the study soughtto explore how the prevailing ideologies of the two
institutions—the monarchy and the caliphate—were reflected in these
exchanges.

Materials and Methods

The present study employed Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis (CDA) model, which operates on three analytical levels:
description, interpretation, and explanation. The description level
focuses on the formal features of the text, analyzing its linguistic and
structural characteristics. At the interpretation level, the text is
examined in light of what has been described, taking into account
situational context, conceptual frameworks, language strategies, and
intertextual relationships. Finally, the explanation level seeks to
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account for the production of the text, exploring why it was
constructed in a particular way. This involves situating the text within
its broader socio-historical and ideological context, considering
factors such as discourse, power relations, conventions, and socio-
cultural knowledge.

Results and Discussion

Tughril’s relationship with Caliph al-Qaim began on a foundation of
respect, as Tughril initially came to the Caliph’s aid. However, it
ultimately evolved into hostility and a clash of ideologies—
Khalifat’Allah versus Sultan Zill’Allah. Throughout all three phases
of their interaction, there was a persistent confrontation between the
two power institutions: the caliphate and the monarchy. The caliphate
sought to reclaim the authority it had lost during the Buyid era,
viewing the Seljuks as potential revivalists of the Prophet’s tradition.
However, the Seljuks adhered to a different discourse. Influenced by
Iranian statesmen, the Sultan aimed to preserve the legacy of the
ancient Persian imperial tradition—a vision that aligned with the
Turks’ aspirations for power.

Conclusion

During this period, the Caliph lacked independent financial and
military resources and was ultimately overshadowed by the dominant
discourse of monarchy. The caliphate came to realize that the Seljuks
were no different from the Buyid dynasty and had to reconcile
themselves to a primarily spiritual authority. However, Tughril sought
to diminish even this spiritual influence by requesting marriage to al-
Qaim’s daughter, thereby establishing a kinship tie. The Seljuk
sultans’ respect for the caliphs was largely symbolic and strictly
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limited; it was never permitted to extend into matters of political
authority.

Keywords: Seljuks, Tughril, Caliph al-Qaim, Critical discourse
analysis, Monarchy.
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1. The Sejugs: politics, society and culture.
2. Controlling and developing Baghdad: Caliphs, Sultans and the balance of power
in the Abbasid capital.
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