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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of examining the structural model
of academic dishonesty based on implicit beliefs about intelligence, with the
mediating role of moral identity among students in Tehran. This research is
applied in nature, and its methodology is correlational based on structural
equation modeling. This study was conducted in the presence of 500 people by
the available sampling method among high school students in Tehran city in the
academic year 1400-1401. To measure the variables, the academic dishonesty
scale of Witherspoon et al. (2010), the implicit theory of intelligence scale of Abd-
El-Fattah and Yates (2006), and the moral identity questionnaire of Black and
Reynolds (2016) were used. Data were analyzed using Pearson correlation and
structural equation modeling with SPSS-24 and AMOS software. The results
showed that there is a significant relationship between implicit beliefs of
intelligence and moral identity with procrastination (P <0.01). The results also
showed that most of the direct paths of this study were significant, and the indirect
paths of implicit beliefs of intelligence were significant through the mediating role
of moral identity on academic dishonesty. Also, the proposed model had an
acceptable fit to the data (RMSEA=0.073, P-value<0.05) and the evaluated model
has a good fit and is an important step in identifying the factors that are effective
in academic dishonesty in high school students in Tehran city. Therefore, these
findings can contribute to a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the
factors influencing academic dishonesty, ultimately leading to the design and
improvement of effective and targeted educational strategies in schools that will
enhance the moral and academic integrity of students.
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Introduction

The outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in the world,
which manifested itself with panic and fear of everyone on the one hand
(Visi et al., 2019) and confusion on how to interact with it on the other
hand, both among the governments and among the people. It can be
examined from different angles (Sahraei et al., 2019).

One of its angles is the effects it has had on the educational processes
of students, so that with the closure of schools, they are trained online
and hold their exams online, which has caused the prevalence of
academic cheating among them. Gamagi et al., (2020) Academic
cheating in educational environments is a big and global problem,
which, in addition to being a traumatic phenomenon, is also considered
a threat to the quality of education and and can indicate the existence of
specialists with low competence and disregard for ethical values in the
future (Sadeghi Far et al., 2019). Considering the increase in academic
manipulation defects in recent years, researchers have investigated the
contribution of online or digital technologies in committing academic
dishonesty and claim that these technologies and online technologies
facilitate academic dishonesty and blurs the boundaries between ethical
and unethical behaviors and causes academic dishonesty in students
(Ballantine et al., 2014; Sutherland-Smith, 2016). Academic dishonesty
is a common unethical behavior in educational environments that helps
people achieve desired but unfair, illegal and incorrect results (Shad Jo
et al., 2022). A significant portion of academic dishonesty is
unintentional (such as a student's incomplete understanding of what
constitutes plagiarism), while other forms of academic dishonesty occur
intentionally (Jiang et al., 2013). In another comprehensive definition,
academic dishonesty includes lying, cheating in exams, copying or
using other people's work without permission, changing or forging
documents, buying essays and course reports, plagiarism, intentionally
rejecting or confirming research results, providing excuses for not
doing homework, class work or doing wrong experiments and creating
fake sources (Aldoy et al., 2006).

Research Question

Can moral identity play a mediating role in the relationship between
implicit beliefs of intelligence and academic dishonesty in Tehran
students?
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Literature Review
Academic dishonesty can be influenced by moral identity (Jokar and
Hag-Negahdar, 2015).

The meaning of moral identity is a person's self-concept, which is
formed based on a set of moral traits and represents a person's
adherence to moral values and principles (Hardy et al., 2010). In this
research, the mediating role of moral identity is emphasized. According
to the results of research, academic dishonesty includes deviation from
moral principles and rules in doing academic assignments, which brings
points or scientific and educational credit to the individual, and moral
evolution and the level of internalization of ethics are among the
determining factors of academic dishonesty. It has been calculated
(Jokar and Hag-Naghdar, 2015). Moral identity is defined as thinking
about self-knowledge and self-perception, which is focused on a
number of moral traits such as kindness and generosity (Jia and
Kreitnauer, 2017). Moral identity is affected by personal and contextual
factors. The individual level of things such as personality, cognitive
evolution, values, attitudes and identity transformation can affect the
formation of moral identity. At the contextual level, the most important
factor is the social structure, which includes the family and institutions
such as religious institutions and local organizations that are effective
in promoting and increasing moral identity (Hardy et al., 2010). Shadjo
et al. (1400) showed that the private component of moral identity
predicts the individual type of academic dishonesty, i.e., cheating on
the test, and the public component of moral identity predicts the social
type of academic dishonesty, i.e., cheating on assignments.

Therefore, it seems necessary to identify the variables related to
academic dishonesty, especially during the outbreak of COVID-19
when exams are held online. Although academic dishonesty is a well-
documented problem, it seems that the reasons for doing it need more
study. Also, the problem that will lead to the present research is that
most of the researches that have been done have dealt with the
prevalence of traditional academic cheating and academic dishonesty
among students and the study of factors affecting academic dishonesty
in the form of a structural model considering the mediating role of other
variables has been investigated less in previous researches. Therefore,
it is important and necessary to conduct such research, especially
among students.
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Methodology

The present research is a descriptive-correlation type of structural
equation modeling. The statistical population of the research consisted
of male students of the first year of high school in Tehran in the
academic year of 2021-2022.

Despite the lack of general and definitive agreement, according to
the suggestion of many researchers, the minimum sample size required
for structural equation modeling is 200 subjects. About 10 or 20
subjects are required for each variable (Klein, 2015). In this research,
academic dishonesty has 2 components, implicit beliefs of intelligence
have 2 components, and moral identity has 2 components; therefore, in
this research, there are 6 variables. Based on Klein's model, the sample
size was estimated between 110 and 220 people. However, for a more
generalization of the results and the possibility of dropping some
questionnaires, a sample size of 500 people was selected. Due to the
spread of the coronavirus and the non-attendance of education in
schools, in this research, the available non-random sampling method
(voluntary and online) was used to select the sample. Informed consent
of the subjects to participate in the research, education in the first
secondary level was one of the criteria for entering the research, and the
incompleteness of the completed answer sheets was the criterion for
exiting the research.

Results

According to the results, the highest frequency was 14 years old and
the lowest frequency was 16 years old. The average age of the sample
was 14.33 and the standard deviation of the age was 0.985.

Table 1. Number, minimum, maximum, average and standard deviation of research

variables

Research variables Number Mini  Maxi  Mean SD
Traditional cheating behaviors 500 3 23 12.71  5/137
Cheating behaviors today 500 3 25 19.94  5/661
Academic dishonesty total score 500 6 47 25.64 10/539
Belief inherent in intelligence 500 7 25 14.72  6/999
Increased belief in intelligence 500 7 28 12.70  4/929
moral self 500 8 43 18.04 12/880
Moral integrity 500 10 55 22.38  15/973
Moral identity total score 500 20 96 40.42 27/629
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Discussion

The present study was conducted with the aim of providing a structural
model of academic dishonesty based on the implicit beliefs of
intelligence with the mediating role of moral identity in Tehran
students.

The results showed that the standard and direct coefficients of the
inherent belief of intelligence and the incremental belief of intelligence
on academic dishonesty among students were significant. Therefore,
the second hypothesis was confirmed: the implicit beliefs of
intelligence have a direct effect on academic dishonesty in students.
This result obtained can be aligned with the research results of Alizadeh
et al. (2022), Yvari and Lotfi Azimi (2021) and Ghanbari Talab and
Tahmasbi Keyhani (2020). In explaining the direct relationship
between the belief of innate intelligence and academic dishonesty in
students, it can be said that students with the belief of innate intelligence
consider ability as a fixed criterion of performance and see effort as a
sign of low mental ability. This belief has a negative effect on their
learning; they are probably afraid of facing challenging activities,
choose less difficult goals and consider failure as a negative evaluation
of their flawless self.

Conclusion
In explaining the indirect relationship between the inherent belief in
intelligence and academic dishonesty with the mediating role of moral
identity in students, it can be said that the inherent and constant implicit
belief in intelligence causes the student to draw a social world for
himself that is relatively stable, predictable and easily achievable.
Therefore, these students believe that efforts in various fields,
including moral affairs, cannot help them experience more moral
identity. Those who have a weaker moral identity show less personal
and academic adjustment. When students cannot adapt to others and to
the school environment, they fail in doing their homework and exams
and turn to academic cheating and unethical and dishonest behaviors.
Therefore, it is reasonable to say that moral identity plays a mediating
role in the relationship between the inherent belief of intelligence and
academic dishonesty in students. In explaining the indirect relationship
between increased belief in intelligence on academic dishonesty and the
mediating role of moral identity in students, it can be said that students
who have increased belief in intelligence mainly emphasize improving
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their skills and acquiring new knowledge. They try to overcome past
failures and prefer assignments that are difficult and new. These
features also help them in the formation of moral identity. Therefore,
this moral identity in students makes them become more moralized and
then commit to internalizing these values with the help of different
methods and less likely to engage in unethical and dishonest academic
behaviors. Therefore, it is reasonable to say that moral identity plays a
mediating role in the relationship between increased belief in
intelligence and academic dishonesty in students.
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1. control-value theory of achievement emotions
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