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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Governmentality refers not only to government, but also to the
techniques and strategies employed to manage populations within a
specific geographical area. The logic of governmentality has evolved
through three distinct phases: metaphysical, mechanical, and
guantum. Political thought from Machiavelli to Marx corresponds to
the period of mechanical governmentality. The evolution of
governmentality from metaphysical to physical and the rise of
mechanical governmentality are closely linked to modern political
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rationality, the emergence of the humanities, and the development of
new technologies. The present study aimed to examine
governmentality at three levels: principles, institutions, and
techniques. It tried to address the following questions: What is the
innovation introduced by mechanical governmentality? What
critiques does Spriggans offer about the current situation? What are
its harms? What vision or utopia is envisioned in response? And
finally, what solutions are offered to address its shortcomings? The
analysis focused on the establishment, glory, and decline of
mechanical governmentality by tracing how the ideas of Machiavelli,
Hobbes, and the social contract tradition laid the foundation for
mechanical governmentality, which was further developed through
the intellectual contributions of Montesquieu, Kant, Hegel, Mill, and
others. In the following century, thinkers like Nozick and Habermas—
as well as postmodern critics—proposed alternative techniques to
address the limitations. With the advent of the information age and the
proliferation of new sources of power, the world witnessed the decline
of mechanical governmentality and the emergence of a new phase of
governmentality.

Materials and Methods

The current study focused on the complex technigues and mechanisms
rooted in the political rationality of the modern era, which underpins
the formation of full-fledged bureaucratic systems in contemporary
governments and enables the existing hegemony. The data for this
study was drawn from the primary works of political philosophers.
The research was organized around key concepts, institutions, and
techniques. Methodologically, it followed Spriggans’ model in



345 | Eslami & Maleki

interpreting political thought. Moreover, Michel Foucault’s
theoretical framework and the theory of religion were used to interpret
relevant texts. According o the theoretical framework,
governmentality refers to a way of thinking about governance that
focuses on the technologies of power and the art of governing. In the
history of political thought, it encompasses not only the goals and
aspirations of government but also its techniques. Governmentality
involves the use of institutions and systems of knowledge designed to
control and subjugate populations. Government, or the idea of
governance, is best understood as the outcome of a historical process.
This process saw the medieval government of justice evolve into an
administrative government during the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, gradually becoming what Foucault (2009: 261) describes as
governed. Each method of exercising power reflects a specific type of
political rationality, which in turn gives rise to particular institutions
and relations designed to manage all aspects of a given government.

Results and Discussion

With the emergence of Thomas Hobbes—one of the most influential
thinkers during the establishment of mechanical governmentality—
the concept of power mechanics was introduced into political thought
for the first time through his seminal work Leviathan. In doing so,
Hobbes laid the foundation for modern theories of governmentality,
centered primarily on his key concern: security. Building on this
foundation, John Locke advanced the idea of governmentality in the
form of the body politic. While Hobbes’s Leviathan sought to
maintain order and security through a powerful sovereign, Locke
emphasized the preservation of natural rights, particularly the right to
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property. Montesquieu was another foundational thinker. Through his
work The Spirit of Laws, he sought to balance the nature of laws with
the climate and the corresponding government power. By analyzing
the causes of variations in forms of government (e.g., republic,
constitutional, and autocracy), Montesquieu further developed the
concept of mechanical governmentality from there. With the
establishment and consolidation of political thought related to
mechanical governmentality, the era of glory began, marked by the
contributions of later philosophers such as Kant, Hegel, and John
Stuart Mill. The glory of mechanical governmentality was
characterized by efforts to define the principles of governance and
delineate the limits of governmental authority, all rooted in the
foundational ideas of mechanical governmentality. Kant laid the
foundation for the concept of governmentality and the idea of state on
the principle of the inherent rights of human beings. He envisioned a
system of governance aimed at establishing a mutually beneficial
society, structured according to the natural laws of human freedom
and equality. The political thought of governmentality reached its
peak 1in Hegel’s thought, where individual and collective
characteristics are united and crystallized in state institutions—seen
as the only precondition for the happiness of all. During the glory of
mechanical governmentality, John Stuart Mill, following the
utilitarian school, assessed moral principles in relation to their
practical outcomes. He portrayed the political machine as an elective
government designed to increase public participation and promote the
greatest good for the greatest number.

The introduction of democratic ideas (e.g., Mill’s) into the theory of
governmentality marked the beginning of the decline of the
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all-encompassing power structure that had been fully developed in
Hobbes’s political philosophy. The emergence of Marx’s
revolutionary and anti-government ideas marks the most evident sign
of the crisis of mechanical governmentality. Drawing on the
materialist conception of history and appropriating Hegel’s dialectical
system to justify the class struggle against the bourgeois state, Marx
developed an anti-state ideology that inspired social movements
aimed at the complete dissolution of the government. With Marx’s
critiques and the rise of anti-bourgeois revolutions in the early 20th
century, the state rooted in mechanical governmentality and
capitalism faced a series of profound crises. Jurgen Habermas
addressed these crises in his influential book Legitimation Crisis
(1973), where he explored four main crises confronting the modern
state. In response, he proposed techniques such as communicative
action and the concept of public sphere as possible solutions.
Nevertheless, the limitations faced by the pervasive mechanical
government persisted into the 20th century. Even thinkers from
outside the Marxist tradition, such as Robert Nozick—a prominent
libertarian—critiqued the political system derived from mechanical
governmentality. In his book Anarchy, State, and Utopia (1974),
Nozick adopted a liberal perspective to reject the idea of mechanical
governmentality and advocate for a minimal government. While
opposing the complete decline of government, Nozick challenged its
comprehensive and intrusive nature born from the legacy of
mechanical governmentality.

Conclusion

In the 21st century, Alexander Wendt asserts that a world government
is inevitable. While a global Leviathan may have been impossible in
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the past due to technological limitations, today we are rapidly moving
toward a world government. In this context, the critiques offered by
thinkers like Nozick and Habermas have struggled to withstand the
momentum of the information age. The traditional mechanics of
Leviathan power have proven inadequate against the logic of quantum
power in the digital age, particularly with the rise of artificial
intelligence technologies. As a result, the decline of mechanical
governmentality has taken place.

Keywords: Governmentality, Establishment, Glory, Decline
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