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Introduction

Today, a widely-debated topic in international forums is marrying young boys and
girls before they reach adulthood, also known as child or early marriage. The
UNFPA defines child marriage as either a formal or an informal union between a
child under the age of 18 and an adult or another child. Despite the high mean age at
first marriage for girls both around the globe and in Iran (25.5 years old based on a
2021 Census), child marriage is quite common in the rural areas of all Iranian
provinces.According to a 2016 Census, out of the population of 56472 girls in the
age group of 10-14 years old residing in Hamedan Province, 1500 girls (equal to
2.65 percent) got married before reaching the age of 18. The Sardoroud District is
one of those regions where child marriage is prevalent. Based on a study conducted
in middle schools (1% period) in Sardoroud District, out of 800 female students, a
total of 45 (5.62 percent) got married under the legal age (15 years old for girls).
Child marriage is generally a sociocultural phenomenon the causes, contexts, and
effects of which may be divided into three levels: micro (the individual level),
mezzo (the group level), and macro (the community/governmental level). The
individual level of early marriage is related to the personal factors. Nowadays boys
and girls can date more easily than they did in the past due to the more convenient
access to social network services. This will innately lead to emotional involvement,
which in turn reduces the minimum marriage age. At the group level, there lies the
role of the family, kinship, and ethnic ties in organizing marriage. Finally, at the
comminity level, economic, social, and cultural factors play a pivotal role,
ultimately leading to early marriage.
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Review of Literature

In the present article, theoretical frameworks were applied to build theoretical
sensitivity and conceptualization, which were, at the same time, rather relaxed so
that authors could analyze the causes, contexts, and consequences of child marriage.
In the institution of normal marriage, particularly modern and post-modern ones, the
role of personal interest and romantic love is significant, while in the case of child
marriage in the regions under review, the personal factor is eclipsed by family and
kinship considerations.In such areas, marriage is a social tool in the hands of the
family to exert control and authority on girls, strengthen family and kinship, and
involve in trade-offs on a social basis. Thus, despite the presence of some legal,
institutional, and communicative aspects outside this community, acting as a social
platform for child marriage, the main context for this social phenomenon is internal.
Consequently, conventional and cultural (religious) values have a significant
influence on forming the inclination of families and their children towards early
marriage. The mind frame of the people in such regions provides a definition of girls
or women different than that adhered to in western societies. Traditionally, the sole
responsibility of a woman is to give birth to children and raise them, look after her
husband, and be busy with the house chores. For western women, on the other hand,
education and employment are the two major strategies enabling them to compete
with men in urban and industrial communities. Families living in traditional
communities do not count on women's income as either a primary or a secondary
source of revenue; instead women are expected to symbolize the reputation of the
family and to stay away from behaviors that threaten the integrity and stability of the
family institution, including late marriage, getting educated, and working outside the
home. Therefore, what is recognized as a negative consequence of child marriage in
terms of the global sociological constructs, is considered quite normal and statutory
according to the families inhabiting such traditional regions.

Methodology

The present study is in the form of qualitative research. Using a theoretical sampling
method and targeted inquiries, 16 married female students under the age of 18,
residing in Sardoroud District, Razan City, were selected, following a theoretical
saturation approach to come up with the optimal sample size. Required data were
collected utilizing open-ended questions and in-depth interviews with individuals
and analyzed using the thematic analysis technique within the framework of 3 main
patterns (recurring themes), 8 subordinate patterns, and 26 concepts.

Results

The findings of the current study indicated that the students undergoing child
marriage believe in two causes for this phenomenon: personal and family-related.
According to these married girls, personal motivations for early marriage included
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"individual competition", "reduction of singlehood probability", "disappointment
regarding the future outlook in case of remaining single", and "motivation to satisfy
parents". Family-related factors included "dominance over women", "strengthening
of kinship and family ties", and "efficient parenting and child-rearing". These girls
believed that the cultural contexts of early marriage are founded on "conventional
and religious values concerning marriage". Meanwhile, they pointed to "family
disintegration", "social networking", and "lax regulations and policies regarding
child marriage" as the social factors behind early marriage. The adverse
consequences of early marriage were referred to as "precocious adulthood
(puberty)", "subjective deprivation", "seclusion", "manipulation", "role (work-life)
conflict", and "lack of social recognition".

Concluding Remarks

What the present study adds to the theoretical knowledge of researchers in terms of
child marriage may be summarized in three principles:

1- Early marriage is not prompted by poverty; instead, it is concerned with the
economic, social, and cultural backgrounds in rural areas.

2- The families' decision to marry their children under the age of 18 is not an
irrational decision; of note, the rationality governing this type of marriage in such
regions is social and cultural.

3- Child marriage, although inappropriate according to sociologists and different
schools of thought, is regarded by beneficiaries (the students' families) as both
beneficial and functional.

Keywords: Child Marriage, Married Female Students, Dominance over Women,
Patriarchy, Role Conflict, Women's Subjective Deprivation
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1. Early marriage
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