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Abstract

In the Book of Causes, which is one of the central documents of the
Neoplatonists, the possibility of knowing and speaking about the First
Cause is discussed in chapters five and twenty-one. The question is
what is the language of religion in the Book of Causes, and how is the
issue of Ineffability and knowability of the First Cause explained? In
this article, we have reached the following findings using a
descriptive-analytical method: in the Book of Causes, there is specific
speak of deductive and negative theology, and the negative theology
presented therein is both in the sense of negation and silence and in
the sense of comparative negative theology; but the second meaning is
more dominant, and in addition, positive theology is presented in the
sense of “metaphorical analogy” to describe and express the First
Cause. But positive theology also has a negative meaning in the sense
of comparative; consequently, both the negative and positive paths
lead to the negative comparative path. In terms of knowability, from
the aspect of the First Cause, in terms of essence and “what He is”, He
is unknowable by reason or any other means; but from the perspective
of the first creature, which is Intelligence, knowledge of the First
Cause is possible to the extent of intelligence; as a result, God or the
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First Cause is effable and also abstract knowable; but knowledge of it
is not "Prior" (Limi), but rather immediate through creatures.

1. Introduction
The question of how to know and how to talk about the supreme being
is one of the philosophical concerns of mankind, and they have
proposed different ways to answer it. In Kitab al-Alal, which is one of
the central documents of the Neoplatonists, he discussed the
possibility of knowing and speaking about the Supreme in the fifth
and twenty-first chapters. The question is, how is the language of
religion in the Book of Causes, and how does it solve the problem of
expressability and recognition of the first cause? In the first answer, in
the fifth and twenty-first chapters, he specifically supports penal and
negative theology, and with a more detailed look, in the fifth and
seventeenth chapters, he uses an analogy to describe and express the
first cause. In terms of knowability, from the side of the first cause, it
is unknowable by reason and in any other way. But from the side of
the first creature, which is the intellect, it is possible to know the first
cause to the extent of the intellect. Therefore, with the descriptive-
analytical method, we will explain the language of religion in Kitab
al-Alal with the help of existing explanations.

No research work or article has been published about the
language of religion in Kitab al-Alal.

Findings

We find two approaches to this issue in the theology of the Book of
Causes. One is the negative approach, which is more explicit, and this
approach is more visible. And another approach that is implied from
the theology of the book of causes is "analogy and similarity", which
we find in the fifth and seventeenth chapters. Negative theology
means that it deprives God of the attributes that are in the creatures
and proves to him an attribute that is beyond the creatures. Negation
means removing the limitations of the creatures from the first cause
and proving something higher than what is in the creatures in God.
Therefore, although he talks about the inexpressibility of the first
cause, this inexpressibility is about the truth of the first cause, and
within the limits of creatures, with a positive and negative method that
has a privileged approach, we can speak about him in a meaningful
way. In the fifth chapter, Kitab al-Alal uses a kind of metaphor in
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describing the first cause of light and super-light. It is an analogy in
the sense that in analogy an adjective or a noun refers to God as the
first cause and creatures, which is a common noun; but its main
reference is to God, and the second reference is to creatures, which we
find in this chapter as well as in the 17th chapter. A common attribute
that is main for one party and secondary for the other party. But it is
the same in terms of meaning.

In the fifth chapter, he explains two ways of the cognitive
approach about the first cause: one is to know the essence, and to
know what the first cause is, and the other is to know through the
possible and benefited beings and to know his actions. In the case of
the first, the absolute knowledge of the first cause is not possible, and
it is indescribable, because knowledge belongs to the affairs of
possibilities, whatever comes under sense, imagination, and reason.
Whatever is accepted by corruption and things that are not like that do
not belong to knowledge. But in this view, it shows a little flexibility
and opens the way to know through the first disability, the first
creature, that is, the first intellect. Through the first reason, because it
is the most similar to the first cause, and because it is close to it, it can
introduce the first cause, and the introduction is a kind of knowledge.

Results
In this article, both the language of religion in Kitab al-Alal and the
recognizability of the first cause have been discussed. In the context of
the language of religion and the possibility of expressing the first
cause, despite the emphasis of the author of Kitab al-Alal on his
indescribability, one can talk about the first cause in two ways. By
examining the concept of God in Kitab al-Allal with different names
in the hierarchy of beings, such as "Pure Being", "Primary Cause",
"Pure Good" and "Light", as well as many positive attributes, such as
good, single, simple, rich, and negative attributes such as infinity, the
negation of plurality, and above all the perfections of knowing the first
cause, we arrive at a positive approach that we called "metaphorical
analogy" alongside the dominant approach of negative theology that
appears at first glance.

The second point is that the first cause is not known to creatures
in terms of truth and essence and in terms of what it is. But according
to the relationship between the creatures and him, according to the
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cause and effect relationship, he does not believe in the knowledge of
"Lemmi", because there is no cause beyond the first cause that can be
known through its cause. But he can be known through the first effect,
the intellect. Intellect can know both higher and lower things.
Therefore, reason, as the first effect of the first cause, and the closest
to him, is acquired by knowledge. And the creatures of the world
benefit from the knowledge of the first reason, and through
knowledge, and the life and goodness that they find in themselves and
the creatures, they gain knowledge of the first cause.

Keywords: Language of Religion, Negative Theology, Analogy,
Book of Causes, God.
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. Analogy

. narratio = description: a: description;
. loquela = discourse, or simply speech.
. intelligentia = intelligence

. cogitatio = reasoning,

. meditatio = imagination

. Sensus = sense, or sensation
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