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Abstract

In order to distinguish his storytelling style from that of the story-telling poets before him, such as
Ferdowsi and Fakhr al-Din As'ad Gorgani, Nezami has chosen a new style to enhance the value of
poetic language, which is the extensive use of Metonymy. He knows that in this way~he must be
moderate so as not to displease the readers. In this article, the author analyzed,the Metenymies of the
story of Khosrow and Shirin in the style of Daniel Berlyne from the perspective oftexperimental
aesthetics and concluded that Nezami used Metonymies extensively to miake ‘the.famous story of
Khosrow and Shirin enjoyable for readers. By enhancing psychophysical propeti€s (such as repetition
of allusive words, puns, and synchronic allusions) and asymmetry‘properties (Such as introducing new
Metonymies, transforming Metonymies into metaphors, exaggeration, and\contradiction), he tried to
compensate for the lack of ecological properties of\the_story = ‘due to the familiarity and
commonplaceness of the meaning and concept of the story“; and to\bring its arousal potential to a
balanced level so that readers will enjoy it and not get bored. ) \

1. Introduction: Nezami, in composing the story of Khosrow and Shirin, employed various
techniques, the precise identification and comprehiensive introduction of which might be
impossible; however, the extensive use of Metonymy'is a method he selected to enhance the
value of poetic language. In this article, the author will‘analyze the Metonymies in the story of
Khosrow and Shirin according t, Daniel Berlyne’s approach, from the perspective of empirical
aesthetics. Although Berlyne’s mddel originated from experiments based on stimulus tests in
the visual arts, the" author intends lo\adapt the "variables effective in arousal” for "poetry
analysis" and use this'model to investigate the aesthetics of Metonymies in Nezami’s poetic
language. @

2. Research Method{"According to Berlyne's theory, the arousal potential of a stimulus and
the arousakpotential,of it§ surrounding context combine to induce a network of arousal systems
to cause widespread“arousal throughout the cerebral cortex. This neural stimulation is
stimulated during its propagation from the centers related to pleasure (pleasure) that have a
lowerexcitation threshold, and as the arousal potential of the stimulus increases, the aesthetic
appeal Thcreases, but as the maximum excitation of the reward centers approaches, the centers
related to unpleasantness are gradually stimulated and the pleasantness of the stimulus
decreases until it reaches a neutral state and finally leads to complete unpleasantness.

Accordingly, the following method can be applied in the study of poetry:

1. Psychophysical properties: In poetry, elements such as meter, sounds, puns, and rhymes can
be considered as having these properties;

2. Ecological properties: This refers to the value of the message and meaning of the poem and
speech;



3. Collative properties, including:

3.1. Novelty: Includes formal and semantic innovations in structure and meter, new metaphors,
similes and Metonymies...;

3.2. Complexity: A stimulus having more components and elements, with irony and proverb
being prominent examples of such stimulus;

3.3. Incongruity: Includes internal stimulus incongruity (such as paradox) or incongruity with
the surrounding environment (contrast);

3.4. Surprising: Inconsistency of stimulus features with the audience’s expectations, such as
exaggeration.

3. Previous Research 4

Pournamdarian and Mousavi (2021) discussed Nezami’s poetic langudge in Makhzan al-Asrar,
examining and introducing some of his important linguistic aspects. Zamanirand Payamani
(2022) analyzed the structure of metaphors in Nezami’s, Haft Peykar from a structural
perspective. Naseri and Azimi (2010) introduced \folk metaphors in Nezami’s Layla and
Majnun. \

. . . \
4. Discussion and Analysis .

N\
To emphasize the "psychophysical properties of metaphors," Nezami uses techniques such as

repeating the core Metonymy, presenting consecutive Metonymy with a common core, and
employing rhyme correspondences. He strengthens the metaphor with proverbs and other
figures of speech to make it a hallmarkgef his peetry.”In using psychophysical properties such
as meter, sound, and verbal devices related to the core of metaphor, Nezami slightly exceeds
moderation but doeg not fall into excess.

Regarding the "ecological propertie\s," Nezami attempts to connect metaphors with spiritual
literary devices related to\theanetaphor’s core, change their domain of application, and renew
the meaning by creating asymmetric parallels. Since Nezami’s stories were well-known and he
could not interfere their.plot, he could only highlight his expression style by exaggeration,
introducing_extraordirary_events, metaphors, and common allegories; because on one hand,
these literary devices often involve exaggeration, which attracts people’s interest, and on the
other hand, preverbs and metaphors make the verses predictable, and predictability is one of
the factors\that engages readers in the creative process, contributing to the beauty and
enjoyment of the work.

In the realm of "collative properties,” Nezami strives to create novelty by using old metaphors
in fresh ways and including some new metaphors in his poetry. To create complexity, he
includes more than one metaphor with a common core in a verse, converts metaphors to similes
by changing their application domain, and uses several metaphors in a single verse. He employs
contrast to create incongruity and combines metaphors with exaggeration to create surprise.

5. Conclusion: To make the famous story of Khosrow and Shirin enjoyable for readers,
Nezami extensively used metaphors and, by enhancing the psychophysical properties (such as
repetition of metaphor words, puns, and harmonious metaphors) and collative properties (such
as introducing new metaphors, converting metaphors to similes, exaggeration, and contrast),
he sought to compensate for the deficiencies in the ecological properties of the story (due to



the familiar and ordinary meaning of the story) and balanced its arousal potential to delight and
prevent boredom in readers.

Keywords: Aesthetics, Metonymy, Nezami Ganjavi, Khosrow and Shirin.
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