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The purpose of the present research was to provide a pattern of the
role of municipalities in the development of public sports in the
municipalities of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces The research
method is exploratory and has a qualitative nature, which used the
data base theory technique. The research community included the
general manager and assistants, heads of the department, heads of the
city administration of the general sports and youth department of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, members of the academic
faculty of sports management. Purposeful method and snowball
technique were used for sampling. To collect data, interviews were
used in the form of open questions. The data from 21 interviews were
analyzed. The data were analyzed during three stages of open, central
and selective coding. To confirm the reliability, the retesting and
recoding method was used by other researchers, and 3 interviews were
coded as samples, and finally the reliability of 88% was obtained. The
results showed that in the process of open coding, a total of 235 non-
repetitive primary codes were created. These codes were placed in the
form of 16 concepts based on thematic similarity. Then, these
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concepts were placed in the form of a category paradigm model.
These concepts include: causal conditions (organizational factors and
non-organizational factors); background conditions (sports
capabilities, infrastructure capabilities); Intervening factors (social-
cultural obstacles, managerial-human obstacles, political-legal
obstacles and structural and equipment obstacles); strategies (cultural-
interactive role, administrative-executive role, educational-
advertisement role and financial-support role) and consequences
(fundamental development, structural development, health
development and economic development). The use of the strategies
mentioned by the municipalities can provide the possibility of
achieving the development of public sports.

The development of public sports is something that is of great interest
in today's society. The reason for its excessive importance is the
conditions that citizens face in current societies. Modernity and the
excessive effects of technology on people's lives have caused citizens
to struggle with physical and mental problems caused by lack of
mobility. This has caused the need for recreational sports activities to
be felt more than ever before, and the responsible organizations in this
field have also become more active in planning recreational sports
activities. One of the service organizations is the municipalities, and
the Municipal Sports Organization is trying to provide services in the
public sports sector. Public sports have been seriously pursued by the
city administration in recent years with goals such as increasing social
participation of citizens, healthy recreation, and strengthening
championship sports. On the other hand, research results that indicate
the positive impact of public sports on social vitality and reducing
urban harm have made public sports one of the priorities of urban
officials in recent years. Today, municipalities need to consider it their
important mission to provide and develop sports, including organized
and unorganized sports activities, create a platform for identifying and
introducing sports talents, and manage sports spaces in all urban areas
and neighborhoods, and utilize all municipal facilities and equipment
and the capacity and capabilities of the public and private sectors for
easy and cheap access to sports facilities, and to make the necessary
planning in this regard. In the cities of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province, the lack of recreational and sports spaces and their
inappropriate distribution according to the population of each region
are major problems related to sports. During these years,
municipalities have sporadically and inconsistently attempted to
construct small sports fields on a neighborhood or district scale.
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Therefore, the present study seeks to investigate the role of
municipalities in the development of public sports in Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari province?

The present study was conducted with an exploratory nature and with
the aim of expanding the existing knowledge and understanding
regarding the role of municipalities in the development of public
sports in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. This research was
based on data search, was qualitative in nature, and the grounded
theory method was used. In this research, the Strauss and Corbin
approach was the focus of the work. Qualitative interviews were used
in a semi-structured manner to collect information. The statistical
population of the study included the general director and deputies,
group heads, heads of sports and youth departments of Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari province, members of the sports management faculty,
mayors and sports officials of the municipalities of Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province, and heads and directors of public sports boards of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. The purposeful method and
snowball technique were used for sampling. In this technique,
sampling continues until the research reaches theoretical saturation
and adequacy. In selecting the statistical sample for in-depth
interviews, an attempt was made to use both individuals with
academic education (faculty members) and individuals with
managerial and sports experience in sports and youth departments,
municipalities, and. In this research, first, the data obtained from
theoretical studies and interviews with experts were analyzed based on
the data so that the indicators obtained in this way could be used to
design the desired model. Accordingly, 21 people were interviewed,
and theoretical saturation was reached from the 18th person onwards.

In the process of open coding of the interviews, a total of 235 non-
repetitive initial codes were created. These codes were organized
based on thematic similarity into 16 concepts of causal conditions
(organizational factors and non-organizational factors); background
conditions (sports capabilities, infrastructure capabilities); interfering
factors (cultural-social barriers, managerial-human barriers, political-
legal barriers and structural, equipment barriers); strategies (cultural-
interactive role, managerial-executive role, educational-promotional
role and financial-support role) and outcomes (fundamental
development, structural development, health development and



economic development). Then, these concepts were placed in the form
of a category paradigm model.

The summary of the research findings in the axial coding stage and
based on the paradigm model identified six categories. In this
paradigm, the role of municipalities in the development of public
sports in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province was considered as the
axial phenomenon and the other categories were designed around the
axial phenomenon.Given that the interviewees in this study emphasize
the use of sports managers and specialists as one of the pillars of the
development of public sports, it is suggested that municipal sports
officials take the necessary steps to use these specialists as much as
possible. This study also revealed that one of the obstacles to the
development of public sports in cities is infrastructure and equipment
obstacles. Therefore, it is suggested that municipal officials in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province take action to increase urban
sports infrastructure and also repair and equip existing sports facilities.

Keywords: Structural Development, Sport Capability, Municipality,
Foundation Data Theory, Managerial Role
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