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Abstract .
Eloquent silence, as a meaningful tool in linguistic communication, \holds a
significant place in mystical literature. This study investigates the commtinicative
roles of Eloquent silence in Masnavi-ye Ma’navi and Divan-e Shams, based on the
theories of Jakobson (1960) and Ephrat (2008). The reseatch was conducted using
a descriptive-analytical method with a quantitative appgdach. The population
consisted of verses from the Masnavi and the Divan that*cither directly contained
vocabulary related to silence or alluded to the congépt or semantic structure of
silence; these verses were collected, categorized,“and analyzed based on the
communicative roles of silence. The findings Tevealed six communicative
functions, including emotional, persuasive, referential, poetic, empathetic, and
metalinguistic roles, each with their spe€ific subtypes. The emotional role was most
frequent in the Divan of Shamsgawhile the persuasive role predominated in the
Masnavi. This study demonstratedghat the pattern of these roles’ application differs
significantly in terms‘of frequgncy and priority between the two works, reflecting
their distinct structural and\Semantic objectives.

1. Introduction

Silence is a signifi¢ant element of human communication, explored in many
cultures and mysticé) traditions. In mystical literature, it is not merely the absence
of spe€éh buta todlfor conveying profound spiritual, emotional, and philosophical
truths. Amohg Persian mystics, Rumi (13th century) extensively uses silence in his
Masnayi~ye Ma’navi and Divan-e Shams as an active medium of meaning. This
study examines the communicative roles of eloquent silence in Rumi’s works,
using Jakobson’s six-function model—emotive, conative, referential, poetic,
phatic, and metalingual—as extended by Efrat (2008) to include silence as
purposeful communication. It asks how Rumi employs silence and how its roles
differ between the Masnavi and Divan-e Shams. Persian masters like Saadi, Attar,
and Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi equated silence with wisdom, ethical refinement,
and spiritual perfection. Mystical texts distinguish external from internal (mental)
silence, the latter guiding seekers toward inner awareness. Rumi treats silence as
an active presence capable of guiding, moving, and transforming the listener.
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Despite previous studies, systematic linguistic analysis of eloquent silence in
Rumi’s poetry remains limited; this research addresses that gap.

2. Background of the Research

In Persian mystical texts, especially Rumi’s works, silence represents a stage of
spiritual practice, annihilation (fana), or expression of divine truth. While previous
research has explored its mystical, ethical, psychological, and linguistic aspects,
the communicative and linguistic roles of silence remain underexamined. This
study applies Jakobson’s six-function communication model, extended to silence,
to provide a systematic framework for analyzing its communicative roles in Rumi’s
poetry and address gaps in earlier research.

3. Methodology

The study employed a descriptive—analytical and quantitative approach, andlyzing
verses from Rumi’s Divan-e Shams and Masnavi-ye Ma’nayi that explicitly or
implicitly refer to silence. Verses were categorized iatoN Jakobson’s six
communicative functions, as extended by Efrat, and comparativescharts were used

to identify patterns and functional differences between the two Works.
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4. Discussion and Analysis <

This study, based on Jakobson’s six communicative gunctions, shows that silence
in Rumi’s Masnavi-ye Ma’navi and Divan-e Shams performs referential, emotive,
conative, poetic, and metalingual roles. It guides readers to hidden mystical truths,
conveys deep emotional and spiritual_states jsuch as solitude, wonder, fana,
reverence, zeal, and mystical joy, and gefves as a persuasive tool influencing and
teaching audiences through varigus ¥orms of silence. At times, silence becomes
poetic, enhancing meaning through thetorical beauty, and metalingual, expressing
truths beyond the capacity of lafiguage and highlighting intuition over speech.

5. Conclusion

This study explorés, the £ommunicative roles of eloquent silence in Rumi’s
Masnavi-ye Ma’na#i @nd Divan-e Shams, using Jakobson’s (1960) six-function
communi€ation \model, extended by Efrat (2008). Employing a descriptive—
analytiCal -apd quantitative approach, it examines verses explicitly or implicitly
referringyto silence, categorizing them into emotive, conative, referential, poetic,
phatic#and metalingual functions. The analysis shows that in the Divan-e Shams,
silerice primarily serves emotive and persuasive roles, reflecting its passionate tone,
while in the Masnavi, persuasive and referential functions dominate, aligning with
its instructive nature. Across both works, silence acts as an active communicative
tool, conveying mystical, emotional, ethical, and philosophical meanings beyond
the limits of speech. These patterns reveal how silence adapts to each work’s
structural and semantic purpose, demonstrating its central place in Persian mystical
literature as a purposeful and meaning-generating presence.

Key words: Eloquent silence, Rumi, Masnavi-ye Ma’navi, Divan-e Shams,
communicative functions, Jakobson, Ephrat
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