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Abstract .

Nizami's Makhzan-ul-Asrar is one of the great works m the field of educational
literature that has been appreciated and imitated by many poets, and examining the
parallels composed of this Masnavi from perspectives such as structure and content
reveals the influence of these poets on Nizami Ganjaviand the stylistic characteristics
of this work. The present study has studied 8 parallels of Makhzan-ul-Asrar from the
7th to 10th centuries AH, including ""Mutala<al-Anwar", "Safana-mah", "Rawza-ul
Anwar", "Al-Mushahid", "Mazhar-ulfAthar", "Nagsh-ul-Badi", "Mazhar-ul-Asrar"
and "Tahfa-ul-Ahrar" by AbdurRahmanJami. The aim of this study is to examine the
literary traditions in the poemsjof the parallels of Makhzan-ul-Asrar and to find the
extent of their structura l@fidedntent (stylistic, expressive) influence with this system.
Another goal of this, research is to express the extent to which the imitators of
Makhzan al-Asgar used“the skills of applying literary traditions in relation to this
Masnaviand to find their structural and content innovations. The findings show that
the relationship between Makhzan al-Asrarand its imitators is of an imitative nature;
in such a way thatthe latter work is a retelling and re-creation of a previously stated
meaning in) a form and context imitating Makhzan al-Asrar, and this imitation does
not contain any of the imitator's individual characteristics that would cause them to
differ fiomd{th® model work. This relationship includes the areas of imitation,
association, integration, and dependence. In addition, none of the imitators were able
{6% chieve the coherence and depth ofNizam's speech and thought, and they paid more
attention to the appearance and externalstructure of Makhzan al-Asrar. Nizami uses
all thetorical devices and devices mostly to develop themes and embellish words and
forms, and portrays even the simplest meanings and topics in such an artistic way that
none of his imitators can match it.
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1. Introduction

This study examines eight imitations of "The Treasure of Secrets" from
the 7th to the 10th centuries AH, including "Matla'-ol-Anwar",
"Safanameh", "Rowzat-ol-Anwar", "Al-Mashahid", "Mazhar-ol-Asar",
"Nagsh-e Badie'"', "Mazhar-ol-Asrar", and "Tohfat-ol-Ahrar". The
research aims to explore literary traditions in the poems of those who
imitated "The Treasure of Secrets" and to determine the extent of their
structural and thematic (stylistic, rhetorical) influence by this work‘.
Another goal is to gauge the imitators' use of literary traditions and'to
identify any structural and thematic innovations they introduced. The
findings indicate that the relationship between /" The “Ireasure/ of
Secrets" and its imitations is fundamentally imitative. The, later works
are a re-narration and a re-creation of a pre-existing'meaning, following
a shape and context that imitate "The Treasure Of Secrets". This
imitation lacks any individual characteristics of the imitator that would
differentiate it from the original work. This Telationship includes
aspects of imitation, association, synthesis, and dependence.
Furthermore, none of the imitators could match the depth of Nezami's
words and thought. They focused more, on the external appearance and
structure of "The Treasure of Secrets". Nezami employs all rhetorical
devices primarily to create themes and adorn words and form, and he
so artistically portrays ewenjthe simplest meanings that their equal

cannot be found in any of-hi€ imitators.
LN

2. Materials and Methods

This research“was‘conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and
library\ resources. First, it explains and describes stylistics, rhetoric,
themes, and imitations. It then briefly introduces the imitations of "The
Treasureyof Secrets" from the 7th to the 10th century, highlighting the
prominent stylistic, rhetorical, and thematic features of each work. This
issfollowed by a comparison of these works with "The Treasure of
Secrets", noting their differences and similarities. By examining how
style, rhetoric, and themes are used in the imitations, the strengths and
weaknesses of each work become clear. Additionally, by comparing the
introduced Masnavis with Nezami's "The Treasure of Secrets", the
stylistic, rhetorical, and thematic values of the imitations are
determined. This study also demonstrates the extent of Nezami's
influence on the works of subsequent poets.
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3. Discussion and Analysis

Nezami primarily uses all rhetorical devices for thematic creation and
to adorn the language and form of his poetry, aiming to make his words
more beautiful and achieve a new, sophisticated style. Nezami portrays
even the simplest meanings and subjects in such a novel and artistic
way that no parallel can be found among his imitators. Regarding the
imitations, the thematic creations that employ rhetorical techniques are
mainly used to explain and emphasize meaning. Inthese works, literarx
techniques serve to clarify theideas expressed by the poet and to present
them in a new guise. Among the imitations, "Al-Mashahid" by Shah
Da'iand "Gowhar-e Fard" and "Mazhar-ol-Asrar" by AbdiBeygShirazi
are structurally and stylistically similar. In "Mazhag-ol-Astar", there's a
more noticeable use of verbal and spiritual figures'of spé€ch. The poet
pays equal attention to both form and meaning, crea‘ging a balance that
can be disrupted when the focus shifts tooyauch to the form,
diminishing the importance of the meaning. In "Tohfat-ol-Ahrar", the
use of these elements is not as prominent, butepic elements and terms
related to the profession of secretaryship ate notable.

4. Conclusion

The structure of similes, metaphors, and allegories in these poems has
influenced the poets' lafiguage. The higher frequency of similes,
metaphors, and allegories ‘in Nezami's work makes his poetic language
more elusiye and imaginative, while the language of his imitators is
simpler andclearcr.due to the lower frequency of these devices. This
demonstrates that Nezami, by using explicit and simple similes, moved
towardumaking his language more imaginative and, as a result, more
elusive,and complex. This is not the case for his imitators, whose poetic
language’is more understandable compared to Nezami's.One reason for
the difference in the structure of similes and metaphors between "The
Treasuré™of Secrets" and its imitations is that the imitators were
féllowers of Nezami's style. On the other hand, the stylistic differences
of these poets must also be considered; Nezami and the Azerbaijani
style, in general, are more inclined toward linguistic complexity and the
elusiveness of poetic imagery. However, the style of poets like Amir
Khosrow, Jami, and Khajoo, while imitative, did not become as
complex or elusive.Furthermore, the difference in the structure of these
poets' similes, metaphors, and allegories is related to their distinct
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worldviews, their attitudes toward existence, and the different
geographical regions in which they lived.

Keywords: Nazireh Composition, Makhzan al-Asrar, Structure,
Content, Imitators of Makhzan al-Asrar. )
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