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Abstract

Nizami Ganjavi's Makhzan-ul-Asrar (The Treasury of Secrets) stands
as a foundational work in educational literature, widely admired and
frequently imitated by subsequent poets. An examination of
the nazireh compositions  (parallels) inspired by this masnavi,
analyzed through structural and thematic perspectives, reveals the
extent of Nizami's influence on these poets and highlights the
distinctive stylistic characteristics of his original work. The present
study investigates eight such nazirehs of Makhzan-ul-Asrar,
composed between the 7th and 10th centuries AH. These include
"Mutala-ul-Anwar," "Safana-mah," "Rawza-ul-Anwar," "Al-
Mushahid," "Mazhar-ul-Athar," "Naqsh-ul-Badi'," "Mazhar-ul-Asrar,"
and "Tahfa-ul-Ahrar" by Abdur Rahman Jami.

The primary objective of this study is to scrutinize the literary
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traditions evident in these parallel poems and to ascertain the degree
of their structural and thematic (stylistic and rhetorical) influence
by Makhzan-ul-Asrar. A secondary aim is to evaluate the extent to
which the imitators employed literary traditions in their engagement
with Nizami's masnavi and to identify any structural or thematic
innovations they introduced. The findings demonstrate that the
relationship  between Makhzan-ul-Asrar and  its  imitators  is
fundamentally imitative. The later works function as a retelling and
re-creation of previously articulated meanings, presented within a
form and context that directly emulates Makhzan-ul-Asrar. This
imitation often lacks distinctive individual characteristics from the
imitator that would significantly differentiate their work from the
original model. This imitative relationship encompasses aspects of
imitation, association, integration, and dependence. Furthermore, none
of the imitators achieved the thematic coherence and intellectual depth
characteristic of Nizami's discourse and thought, often prioritizing the
external appearance and superficial structure of Makhzan-ul-Asrar.
Nizami masterfully employs all rhetorical devices to develop themes
and to adorn language and form, portraying even the simplest
meanings and topics with an artistry unparalleled by his imitators.

1. Introduction

This study undertakes an examination of eight nazireh compositions,
or imitations, of Nizami's Makhzan-ul-Asrar ("The Treasure of
Secrets"), which were created between the 7th and 10th centuries AH.
These selected works include "Matla'-ol-Anwar," "Safanameh,"
"Rowzat-ol-Anwar," "Al-Mashahid," "Mazhar-ol-Asar," "Nagsh-e
Badie'," "Mazhar-ol-Asrar," and "Tohfat-ol-Ahrar." The primary
objective of this research is to investigate the literary traditions
evident in these parallel poems and to ascertain the extent of their
structural and thematic (stylistic and rhetorical) influence by Nizami's
original work. A further aim is to assess the imitators' application of
these literary traditions and to identify any structural or thematic
innovations they may have introduced.

The analysis reveals that the relationship between Makhzan-ul-
Asrar and its imitations is fundamentally one of imitation. The
subsequent works predominantly function as a re-narration and re-
creation of pre-existing meanings, adhering closely to a form and
context that directly emulates Nizami's masterpiece. Consequently,
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this imitation often lacks individual characteristics of the imitator that
would significantly distinguish it from the model work. This intricate
relationship encompasses aspects of direct imitation, association,
synthesis of elements, and literary dependence. Moreover, the findings
indicate that none of the imitators successfully matched the
intellectual depth and thematic coherence present in Nizami's
discourse and thought, often concentrating more on the external
appearance and structural elements of Makhzan-ul-Asrar. Nizami, in
contrast, skillfully employs all rhetorical devices primarily for
thematic development and to enrich the linguistic form of his poetry,
portraying even the most straightforward meanings with an artistry
that remains unparalleled by his imitators.

2. Materials and Methods

This research was executed wusing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, primarily drawing upon extensive library resources.
Initially, the study defines and describes key concepts, including
stylistics, rhetoric, overarching themes, and the nature of literary
imitation (nazireh). Subsequently, it provides a concise introduction to
the eight chosen imitations of Makhzan-ul-Asrar, composed between
the 7th and 10th centuries AH. This introduction highlights the
prominent stylistic, rhetorical, and thematic features of each individual
work.

Following this introductory phase, a comprehensive comparative
analysis of these works with Nizami's Makhzan-ul-Asrar is
undertaken, noting their specific differences and similarities. By
meticulously examining the application of style, rhetoric, and themes
within the imitations, the distinctive strengths and weaknesses of each
work are elucidated. Furthermore, through the comparative analysis of
these masnavis against Nizami's original, the stylistic, rhetorical, and
thematic values inherent in the imitations are precisely determined.
This study concurrently demonstrates the profound extent of Nizami's
enduring influence on the literary output of subsequent poets.

3. Discussion and Analysis

Nizami primarily employs all rhetorical devices for thematic creation
and to adorn the language and form of his poetry. His objective is to
enhance the aesthetic quality of his words and to forge a novel,
sophisticated poetic style. Nizami portrays even the most
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straightforward meanings and subjects with such innovative artistry
that no comparable achievement can be found among his imitators. In
contrast, within the imitations, rhetorical techniques are
predominantly utilized for the purpose of explaining and emphasizing
pre-existing meaning. In these later works, literary devices primarily
serve to clarify the ideas articulated by the poet and to present them in
a slightly modified form.

Among the nazireh compositions, "Al-Mashahid" by Shah Da'i,
alongside "Gowhar-e Fard" and "Mazhar-ol-Asrar" by Abdi Beyg
Shirazi, exhibit notable structural and stylistic similarities.
Specifically, in '"Mazhar-ol-Asrar," there is a more discernible
application of both verbal and spiritual figures of speech. The poet
endeavors to maintain an equal balance between form and meaning.
However, this balance risks disruption if the focus shifts excessively
towards form, thereby diminishing the importance of the underlying
meaning. In "Tohfat-ol-Ahrar," the deployment of these elements is
less prominent; nevertheless, the presence of epic elements and
terminology associated with the profession of secretaryship is
particularly noteworthy.

4. Conclusion

The structural deployment of similes, metaphors, and allegories within
these poems significantly influenced the respective poetic languages
of their authors. The elevated frequency of these rhetorical devices in
Nizami's work contributes to a poetic language that is both more
elusive and more imaginative. Conversely, the language of his
imitators tends to be simpler and clearer, attributable to a lower
frequency of such sophisticated devices. This distinction underscores
that Nizami, even when employing explicit and seemingly simple
similes, consistently aimed to render his language more imaginative
and, consequently, more elusive and complex. This artistic intention is
notably absent in his imitators, whose poetic language is, by
comparison, more readily understandable than Nizami's.

One contributing factor to the observed differences in the
structure of similes and metaphors between Makhzan-ul-Asrar and its
nazireh compositions is the fact that the imitators were direct
followers of Nizami's established style. Concurrently, the broader
stylistic differences among these poets must also be taken into
account. Nizami, and the Azerbaijani style in general, exhibits a
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pronounced inclination towards linguistic complexity and the inherent
elusiveness of poetic imagery. However, while poets such as Amir
Khosrow, Jami, and Khajoo engaged in imitation, their stylistic
approaches did not achieve the same degree of complexity or
elusiveness. Furthermore, disparities in the structure of similes,
metaphors, and allegories among these poets are also linked to their
distinct worldviews, their unique philosophical attitudes toward
existence, and the varying geographical regions in which they resided.

Keywords: Nazireh Composition, Makhzan al-Asrar, Structure,
Content, Imitators of Makhzan al-Asrar.
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