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Abstract ®

This study aims to analyze the aesthetic techniques and linguistic featufes of ‘Saadi’s ghazals. As the
language of love, Saadi’s ghazals depict an inseparable bond between the lovetf#ndsthe beloved, where
words function both descriptively and symbolically, carrying emhgtional resenance. Saadi’s language
employs metaphor, allegory, ambiguity, and allusion, enabling the\communication of abstract and
emotional concepts to the audience. Using a descriptive-analyticalapptoach grounded in semiotic theory,
this research examines Saadi’s language through four main axes figurative and allusive language, the
language of sensation and the heart, ambiguity and multiplesconnotations, and ellipses in linguistic
expression. Findings indicate that Saadi brings intellectual andremotional concepts closer to tangible
experience through metaphor and allegory, while empl®ying constriction and emphasis to highlight
meaning. Ambiguity and multiple connotations allow for diyerse interpretations and active engagement of
the reader’s mind. The language of sensation andthe hieart embodies both external and internal human
experiences, while linguistic omissions conttibute agsthetically and artistically. This analysis demonstrates
that Saadi, by combining descriptive traditioft with creative innovation, constructs a complex network of
signs and semantic relations, requiring 2a1%fu1 attention to language and cultural context. Consequently,
Saadi’s ghazals not only teflect Fuman thought and feeling but also exemplify the poet’s artistic and
linguistic mastery in creating mgasing and influencing the audience.

1. Introduction

Understanding the latenggmeanings in Saadi’s ghazals is impossible without familiarity with “Saadi’s
language.” His language'ig'stimultaneously simple and profound, encompassing hidden layers; it represents
a synthesis:of pastdesctipfive traditions and the poet’s individual creativity. Recognizing Saadi’s linguistic
features; markers,‘and stylistic devices, along with the symbols and codes present in his ghazals, is key to
grasping the®semantic breadth of his works. Language, in Saadi’s poetry, is not merely a vehicle for
expression but also an artistic and philosophical instrument that introduces the reader to complex concepts.
Therefore, to better comprehend his ghazals, it is necessary to elucidate his linguistic strategies.

2. Literature Review

Previous studies, such as The Magic of Syntax in Saadi’s Ghazals (Mahmoud Fotouhi), Allegory: The
Power of Saadi’s Language and the Language of Power (Firooz Esmaeilzadeh), and A Stylistic Analysis of
Verbs in Saadi’s Didactic Ghazals (Tahereh Eshani), primarily focus on comparing Saadi’s language with
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other poets or examining his non-ghazal works. Although valuable, these studies do not address the present
research focus, which is the analysis of Saadi’s ghazal language specifically.

3. Research Methodology and Theoretical Framework

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, focusing on both the traditional and creative aspects
of Saadi’s linguistic style. The analysis is based on the frameworks of “indicativeand allegorical language,”
“the language of perception (Hass),” and “the language of the heart (Del),” with particular attention to the
estrangement techniques Saadi employs. The aim is to examine how the poet utilizes language to convey
complex concepts and achieve artistic impact.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Through his linguistic and intellectual ingenuity, Saadi harnessed the potential of pectic lah guage to express
abstract and complex ideas. His language is simple yet profound and employs,metaphors, allegories,
allusions, and signs to make abstract concepts tangible and comprehensible 3 &*

Indicative and Allegorical Language:Saadiuses two primary m¢thods; direct andindirect expression. Direct
expression conveys abstract concepts through concrete vocabulary, while inditect expression, through
allegories and allusions, guides the reader’s mind to undésstandsbroad and non-abstract concepts. This
approach allows the audience to engage with tangible, multi-facetgd images, opening the door to diverse
interpretations. .

Techniques in Indicative Language: A. Utilization of symbojs, allegories, and paradoxes, which adds
coherence and depth to the poetry—for example, depieting a lover as joyful despite being captive.
B. Flexibility and fluidity of meaning, breaking lexical boundaries and creating ambiguity, which enables
the poet to impart personal interpretations; this can'be observed in multifaceted depictions of the rogue, the
ascetic, the pious, and the observer.

Emphasis through Restriction (Hesar andy@hasr): Saadi uses the rhetorical devices of restriction and
limitation to highlight key statements ansd §urprise the reader, thereby enhancing emphasis and the impact
of his words.

Polysemy and Ellipsis:The ¢mployment of polysemous words, along with verbal or semantic omission,
enables readers to unceyer hew meanings, making the poetic experience unique.

The Language of Perception and the Language of the Heart: The language of perception (Hass) is grounded
in rationality and the obgervable world and is formed by conventional agreements. The language of the
heart or “langhage of states (Zaban-e Hal)” emerges from the poet’s inner emotions and conveys meaning
through natural, }luman, or even metaphysical elements such as reason, love, eyes, sorrow, breeze, water,

wind, soil, firg;and more. This language is employed when direct expression is unsuitable or insufficient.
.

5. Conclusion

Saadi’s poetry employs diverse techniques—such as syntactic ellipsis, metaphor, polysemous allusions,
and rhetorical limitation—to convey meaning, enhance impact, and achieve lexical beauty, establishing his
unique position among Persian poets. His use of rhetorical restriction and limitation strengthens emphasis
and artistic effect, a practice appreciated both aesthetically and from the perspective of applied semantics
and rhetoric. For tangible, material concepts, Saadi usually employs direct expression, whereas for abstract
concepts, he conveys meaning via perceptible and allegorical language to create mental proximity and
comprehension. In this way, readers can grasp extensive, non-abstract meanings through tangible images
that often maintain causal relationships. These techniques contribute to the cohesion, fluidity, and



ambiguity of his poetic discourse, allowing multiple layers of interpretation and enriching the aesthetic and
intellectual experience of his ghazals.
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