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Abstract

The main objective of this study is to examine the concepts,
translations, and Simmelian reception in Iran. According to the
findings, during the first period—coinciding with the establishment of
the University of Tehran and the discipline of sociology—Simmel’s
thought was not only overlooked in Iran but also lacked a serious
position in Western contexts. In the second period, with the founding
of the Institute for Social Research in 1958, Simmel occupied a
marginal place within the dominant currents of Iranian sociology—
namely, positivists and leftists—and a blurred image of him emerged
in the academic sphere. The third period was marked by resistance
against sociology in Iran, with the discipline primarily addressing the
disadvantaged social classes, while no substantial difference from the
preceding stage was observed. In the fourth period, during the 1990s,
significant domestic and international developments occurred. Post-
revolutionary Iranian society transitioned from a revolutionary to a
consumer society. Within this context, the concept of lifestyle came to
occupy a central position in the humanities and social sciences, and
more of Simmel’s works and concepts were translated and produced
in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Simmel's ideas were accompanied by a negative narrative at the
beginning of the early formation of sociology. In the 20th century, a
positive narrative of Simmel's ideas gradually emerged among
sociologists such as Parsons, Merton, Goffman, and Mead, especially
in America. With the spread of postmodern ideas in the second half of
the twentieth century, the journey of Simmel's concepts in the world
and various scientific fields was facilitated. In the West, or the society
of origin, Simmel's ideas have been developed and expanded in
connection with various perspectives and schools such as evolution
(Spencer), contradiction, the Chicago School, and postmodernism. In
Iran, this connection has also taken place differently. To understand
Simmel's ideas in Iran, it is necessary to examine them genealogically,
concretely, contextually, and in the framework of dispersions and
ruptures. Regarding the importance of the research, it can be said that
this research aims to make Simmel's thought visible in different
historical periods in Iran. Understanding and interpreting the journey
of Simmel's concepts and theories in Iran familiarizes us with the type
of sociology appropriate to the social structure and its actors.

Literature Review

A review of previous studies indicates that Simmelian scholars can be
categorized into two groups: the first comprises those who have
referred to Simmel in their discussions, and the second includes
researchers who have been influenced by Simmel and, in a sense,
engage with his ideas. Most of these studies have descriptively
examined Georg Simmel’s work in Iran, highlighting some of his key
concepts—such as money, religion, the stranger, the metropolis, the
life of the mind, fashion, conflict, the bridge, the door, and others—
and interpreting them in accordance with the Iranian social context.
Drawing on previous research, this article adopts a genealogical and
historical approach to examine Simmelian concepts in connection with
the ideas of other Western thinkers.

Research Methodology

The research method in this study is Foucault's genealogy. The aim of
the research is to trace the historical development of Simmel's thought
in Iran. Unlike traditional historiography, historical ruptures are
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studied in the form of discursive formations of Simmel's
understanding in Iran.

Results

Based on the findings of the research, the understanding of Georg
Simmel in Iran differs across various periods.

- First Period: Coinciding with the establishment of Tehran University
and the field of sociology, not only was Simmel not taken seriously in
Iran, but he was also not significantly recognized in Western societies.
- Second Period: With the establishment of the Institute of Social
Studies and Research in 1958, Georg Simmel was not favored by
Iranian positivists and leftists of that period, and he remained on the
fringes of sociological discourse, forming a vague image.

- Third Period: Resistance against sociology took shape in Iran, and
the main audience was the deprived classes of society. Compared to
the previous period, there was no significant difference.

- Fourth Period (2010s—Present): Important events occurred in the
domestic and international arenas. The post-revolutionary society
transitioned from a revolutionary society to a consumer society, and a
new middle class was formed. More of Simmel’s concepts and works
were translated and authored in Iran.

Conclusion

Simmel's understanding of Iran has been influenced by the country's
social, political, and cultural conditions. These conditions have shaped
the imagination and discourse of Iranian sociologists and researchers.
During the period of the founding of sociology and the establishment
of Tehran University, the Comte-Durkheimian and later Parsonsian
discourses were dominant in Iran. Not only was Simmel not
considered in Iran, but he was also not taken seriously in Western
societies. In the second period, with the establishment of the Institute
for Social Research in 1958, the positivist narrative expanded and
spread. Alongside the positivist discourse, the Marxist left discourse
also grew significantly in the public sphere. During this period, only
some of Simmel's concepts, such as "form™ and "content,” migrated to
Iran and were repeated by most researchers. In the third period, which
coincided with the victory of the Islamic Revolution and lasted until
the late 1980s, a discourse of revolutionism and attention to the
deprived and inferior classes of society emerged. Simmel's discourse
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remained peripheral, but some of his concepts, such as power and
domination—which had Marxist connotations—gained traction in
Iran. In the fourth period, during the 1990s, significant events and
developments took place in the domestic and international arenas,
such as the end of the Iran-lraq War, the beginning of the
reconstruction era, subsequent reforms in Iran, and the decline of
Marxist ideologies.

During this period, many cultural and social changes occurred in
Iran, such as the formation of nuclear families, shifts in love and
intimacy, increased urbanization, the rise of automobile diversity, the
leisure-oriented nature of society, and the expansion of large stores.
Subsequently, body-related concerns became more widespread, and
the concept of consumption emerged as a means of identification and
distinction in society. Gradually, a new middle class was formed in
Iran. Society became more urban, individualistic, and diverse. The
concept of lifestyle became a central theme in humanities and social
science studies, leading to increased attention to Simmel in Iran. With
the expansion of media groups and virtual networks from the 2010s to
the present, the desire for essay writing has grown. Simmel, who was
once a renowned essayist, has inspired many writers, researchers, and
academic activists in the humanities and social sciences in Iran.
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