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Abstract &

This study aims to analyze the roles and positigns of the school in
Houshang Moradi Kermani’s school story 7} he\Tale of That Jar drawing
on Norman Fairclough’s Critical DiscoutSe Ahalysis (CDA). The
research follows a qualitative paradigm with a descriptive-interpretive
approach, employing critical discourse analysis as the method for data
analysis. Atthe descriptive levelthe findings show that lexical choices,
syntactic structures, and metaphors teflect the severity of deprivation in
rural schools, while linguistic elements highlight the school’s position
within the village andtherole of collective cooperation in addressing
educational challenges. At the interpretive level, power relations are
represented through the fluid subject positions of teachers and students:
teachers oscillaté” between disciplinary authority, emotional support,
and ‘social~mediation, while students, beyond their educational roles,
appear in setyice, supervisory, socio-ritual, playful, and imaginative
roles. ¢ Villagers also represent a range of subject positions.
Intertextitality and interdiscursivity with local beliefs, rituals, and folk
disceurses are particularly notable. At the explanatory level, the study
examines the ideology of educational justice in rural areas, the
relationship  between governmental shortcomings and social
cooperation and solidarity, representations of gendered and disciplinary
ideologies, as well as the phenomena of shame and resistance within
the school, along with the intertwined roles of humor and resistance.
The findings indicate that the school story genre in Iranian children’s
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literature as exemplified in this novel takes on a meaning distinct from
that of its Western counterpart, arising from the school’s connection
with the rural lifeworld. This underscores the context-specific nature of
genre definitions, emphasizing how genres are shaped by local cultural
and social conditions.

1.Introduction

As Stephens (1992) states children’s literature is innately ideological.
Some texts present ideology overtly, while others do so Jsubtly,
naturalizing social values and structures and jmaking them appear self-
evident. In this context, the school story genre occupies a\ particular
position, as the school functions as an\ideological\institution that,
through the internalization of dominant norms and*fules, reproduces
social order and consolidates power relations.VAd¢ the same time, the
school can also serve as a space for resista@be, reflection, and the
questioning of dominant discourses. From this pérspective, the school
story represents a contested arena in which' language and discourse play
a decisive role in either reproducing or challenging ideology. Critical
discourse analysis, as an approach that emphasizes the relationship
between language, power, and ideology, provides an effective tool for
uncovering this process. A¢cordingly, the present study, drawing on
Fairclough’s framework of critical discourse analysis, examines 7he
Tale of that Jar by Hetishang Moradi Kermani seeking to answer three
questions: (1) How d@'the linguistic and structural features of this novel
reflect orchallenge power and school ideologies? (2) What discourses,
subject positions, and power relations are present in the text? (3) What
are the underlying ideologies and social practices related to the school
represented in this novel?

\
2.Literature Review
The\relevant studies related to this topic can be divided into three
4 categories:

1. Critical discourse analysis of Moradi Kermani’s works.

2. Non-critical discourse analysis of Moradi Kermani’s works.

3. Some studies have approached Moradi Kermani’s works from
the perspective of power and ideology; however, they have not
employed a framework grounded in critical discourse analysis.
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3.Research Methodology and Theoretical Framework

This study adopts Norman Fairclough’s framework of critical discourse
analysis, which conceptualizes language as a form of social practice and
highlights the ways in which discourses contribute to the production
and reproduction of power relations and ideology. Fairclough’s three
level model comprises description, which analyzes the linguistic and
stylistic features of a text to uncover embedded values and ideologies;
interpretation, which examines the processes of text productionjand
reception within situational and intertextual contexts; and explanation,
which situates the text within broader social, icultural, and ideological
structures. The present research is situated within, a qualitative
paradigm and employs a descriptive and\interpsetive methodology.
Data were analyzed using critical discourse analysis guided by
Fairclough’s three level framework to reweal the text’s latent
dimensions and mechanisms of power. The sa?nple is The Tale of That
Jar by Houshang Moradi Kermani, chosen for its strong focus on the
school environment in a rural context.

4.Discussion and Analysis

Atthe descriptivedevel, the findings'show that lexical choices, syntactic
structures, and metaphorsireflect the severity of deprivation in rural
schoals, while linguistie®elements highlight the school’s position within
the village .an@" the role of collective cooperation in addressing
educational challenges. At the interpretive level, power relations are
represented through the fluid subject positions of teachers and students:
teachers_oscillate between disciplinary authority, emotional support,
and sogial mediation, while students, beyond their educational roles,
appear\ injservice, supervisory, socio-ritual, playful, and imaginative
roles. Villagers also represent a range of subject positions.
Intertextuality and interdiscursivity with local beliefs, rituals, and folk
discourses are particularly notable. At the explanatory level, the study
examines the ideology of educational justice in rural areas, the
relationship  between governmental shortcomings and social
cooperation and solidarity, representations of gendered and disciplinary
ideologies, as well as the phenomena of shame and resistance within
the school, along with the intertwined roles of humor and resistance.
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5. Conclusion

This study reveals that the school in The Tale of That Jar functions as
a complex discourse encompassing power, resistance, inequality, and
collective cooperation. The interplay between the school and the
village’s socio-cultural ecosystem, coupled with the shortcomings of.
formal institutions, reconceptualizes the school story genre in relation_¢
to the Western tradition. Within this narrative, the school emerges as a
site for social action, the pursuit of justice, and communal engagenient.
Consequently, the analysis underscores that the school story,genre s
inherently culturally situated and contextuallywgrounded, acquiring
distinctive meanings and significance in diverse social and, _cultural
environments according to local conditions: 4

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Schoql,\Norman Fairclough,
Language, Houshang Moradi Kermani, The Fale of That Jar
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1. power in discourse
2. power behind discourse
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2. Discipline and punish: The birth of the prison
3. docile bodies
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