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Abstract
This article aims to demonstrate which interpretations of quantum

theory is more suitable for extending this theory into the realm of
social sciences in the new century. The criterion for judging which
interpretation is more appropriate is to refer to an interpretation that
can transcend materialism and open a space for the mind as a physical
but non-material phenomenon. It has been shown that instrumentalist
and materialist ontological interpretations of quantum mechanics are
not suitable for this purpose; because in these interpretations, the
world, in its fundamental form, is nothing beyond matter, and there is
no space for mentality as a physical phenomenon with causal power
distinct from matter. Another case is the third-person idealist
interpretations, where an external factor, such as the agency of a
human observer, leads to the collapse of the wave function. Given that
the main challenge in social sciences is the conscious actions of
participating individuals in shaping that phenomenon, this
interpretation also lacks the necessary characteristics. Ultimately, it
has been shown that first-person idealist interpretations of quantum
theory are more suitable for extending this theory into the realm of
social sciences; because these interpretations attribute a form of
mentality and primitive self-awareness to particles at a fundamental
level. Furthermore, by employing first-person idealist interpretations,
an analytical framework titled “Quantum Phenomenological
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Approach” has been established, which does not suffer from some of
the problems associated with the quantum approach introduced by
Alexander Wendt.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, there has been a growing trend of the applying
quantum theory in the social sciences. However, much of the research
in this area has taken an instrumentalist interpretation of the quantum
theory. In order to fully utilize the potential of quantum theory in
filling the theoretical gaps in social sciences, it is crucial to view these
disciplines through an ontological lens and incorporate the concepts of
quantum theory. This article aims to introduce the different
interpretations of the quantum theory and determine which one is the
most suitable for the extending this theory to the field of social
sciences from an ontological perspective.

The main challenge of social sciences in the last century

The most significant characteristic of social sciences in the last
century has been the diversity of its epistemological and
methodological paradigms. This can attributed to the fact that these
sciences heavily rely on the mind; Because of every theory in social
sciences based on one or more philosophical assumptions about the
mind. However, despite the diversity, all the common paradigms in
social sciences in the last century agree on one point: the implicit
acceptance of the Causal Closure of Classical Physics (CCCP)
regarding the mind. This means that the world is viewed as nothing
more than matter and energy. This philosophical stance has led to a
neglect of studying the role of agency and intentionality as a sign of
self-awareness and subjectivity in a first-person perspective and their
relationship with social realities as common and general mental
phenomena. In a world where physicality is nothing more than matter
and energy, human self-awareness and intentionality is either a by-
product of matter and energy or a metaphysical thing. In essence, the
main challenge of social sciences in the last century can be traced
back to the philosophy of mind.

Which interpretation of quantum theory is appropriate for social
sciences?

Our motive for entering the discussion of philosophy of mind in this
article is to reconstruct the mind-body relationship. One approach for
this reconstruction is to explore the potentials of the quantum theory.
So, the appropriate way to evaluate different interpretations of
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quantum theory that is proposed in this article, is to consider how they
view intentional actions as a physical phenomenon with a distinct
causal power from matter, and how they address the
relationship between intentional actions from a first-person
perspective and the broader social reality as a general mental
phenomenon. On basis of this criterion for judging the appropriate
interpretation, It is argued that instrumentalist and materialist
ontological interpretations of quantum mechanics are not suitable for
our purpose; as they do not leave room for subjectivity as a physical
phenomenon with a causal power different from matter. Another case
is the third-person idealist interpretation, in which the observer’s
agency cause the collapse of the wave function. Considering that the
main challenge in social sciences is the intentional actions of
individuals participating in the formation of that phenomenon, it is
also does not have the desired characteristic. Instead, it is proposed
that the first-person idealist interpretations of the quantum theory is
more suitable for the expansion into social sciences. These
interpretations attribute primitive mentality and self-awareness to
particles at the fundamental level, allowing for consideration of a
causal power different from matter for mentality. Also, This allows for
a reconstruction of the mind-body relationship in a way that the
reality in social sciences is considered dependent on the mind and
intentional actions of individuals.

For this reconstruction, this article introduces "quantum
phenomenological approach™ as an analytical framework, which is
based of the first-person idealist interpretations interpretations.
According to this approach, the complexity of social sciences
compared to classical experimental sciences is not only due to the
dependence of the observer's perception in the third person
perspective on his intentional actions and the empirical background,
but also the other significant factor is the intention of the participants
in shaping that social phenomena as reality. So in this perspective,
social concepts and their cognition as the reality require the creation
of institution. Institutions, in a new definition, are a cost-benefit
product of an intentional individual who decides how much
information to share from their mind to reduce uncertainty in their
relationships with others for enabling social living.
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Conclusion

The main argument of this article is that the challenges faced by social
sciences in the pledge of CCCP can be overcome through the
potentials of quantum theory. This can lead to a reconstructing of the
mind-body relationship and the relationship between individual
intentional actions and social realities. Therefore, the proposal of this
research is using the first-person idealistic interpretations in order to
expand the application of quantum theory to the field of social
sciences. The main feature of these interpretations is the recognition
that mentality, as a fundamental aspect of the universe, has a distinct
causal power from matter. So in these interpretations, external and
objective factors have a material impact (i.e., cause) on quantum
entities, while internal factors, as an agency of entities, have a mental
impact (i.e., reason). Infact by using the first-person interpretations,
intentional actions can be seen as physical and natural. Finally, to
reconstruct mind-body relationship, the article introduces an analytical
framework called "quantum phenomenological approach™ which is
based on the first-person interpretations mentioned above.
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2. Quantum Interference
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2. Delayed-Choice Experiment
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1. Entanglement
2. Non-Locality
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