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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The dialectic between reason and rebellion, tradition and
transgression, lies at the heart of modern philosophical inquiry. This
paper investigates the contrasting worldviews of Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel and Friedrich Nietzsche concerning the fundamental
pillars of human thought: art, religion, and philosophy. While Hegel
envisions these domains as stages in the historical unfolding of
Absolute Spirit, Nietzsche sees them as instruments for critiquing
tradition and asserting individual creativity. Through a comparative
analysis, this study delves into how each philosopher conceptualizes
self-realization, freedom, and the transformation of values. By
adopting a neo-impressionist lens, the research not only explores the
substance of their philosophies but also aims to reveal the nuanced
aesthetics underlying their worldviews.

Literature Review

A wealth of scholarship has addressed the philosophies of Hegel and
Nietzsche independently. Hegel’s contributions to aesthetics, as
articulated in Lectures on Fine Art (Hegel, 1975), his understanding of
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religion as symbolic cognition (The Philosophy of Religion, 1991),
and his dialectical method (The Phenomenology of Spirit, 1977) have
formed the backbone of idealist metaphysics. Scholars like Pinkard
(2000) and Rosen (1995) have highlighted the centrality of rational
historical progress in Hegel’s system. Conversely, Nietzsche’s critique
of metaphysics and morality—especially in works such as The Birth
of Tragedy (Nietzsche, 1999), Beyond Good and Evil (Nietzsche,
2006), and Thus Spoke Zarathustra (Nietzsche, 2005)—positions him
as a radical counterpoint to Hegelianism. Commentators like Danto
(2005), Deleuze (2006), and Kaufmann (1967) underscore Nietzsche’s
embrace of individualism, aesthetic affirmation, and the rejection of
fixed truths. The interplay between Hegel’s systematic idealism and
Nietzsche’s iconoclastic individualism remains a rich field for
philosophical reflection.

Methodology

This research employs a comparative analytical methodology rooted
in textual hermeneutics and philosophical interpretation. Primary
sources from Hegel and Nietzsche are juxtaposed to identify thematic
convergences and divergences in their views on art, religion, and
philosophy. Aesthetic concepts such as the Apollonian/Dionysian
duality (Nietzsche) and the symbolic versus conceptual modes of truth
(Hegel) are contextualized within their historical-philosophical
frameworks. The metaphor of neo-impressionism—particularly
pointillism—serves as an interpretive model for synthesizing
fragmented philosophical motifs into a cohesive critical portrait.

Conclusion

This study reveals that Hegel and Nietzsche, despite their stark
philosophical oppositions, converge in recognizing the transformative
power of art, religion, and philosophy in shaping human identity.
Hegel champions a historical and rational progression toward
Absolute Spirit, where art, religion, and philosophy form a triadic
unity culminating in self-realization through conceptual knowledge.
Nietzsche, on the other hand, asserts the primacy of individual will,
positing that the collapse of traditional religious authority ("God is
dead") demands the creation of new values through artistic rebellion
and existential affirmation. While Hegel views tradition as a vessel of
collective rational development, Nietzsche sees it as a constraint that
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must be overcome through Ubermensch and the embrace of eternal
recurrence. The findings highlight how these two thinkers, through
diametrically opposed lenses, address the same fundamental human
quest: to understand and define the self within a rapidly changing
world. Their philosophies remain not only intellectually enriching but
existentially urgent for modern readers grappling with meaning,
agency, and creativity in contemporary life.

Keywords: Absolute Truth, Aesthetics, Values, Ubermensch,
Dialectical Process.
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