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Abstract

The concept of tajalli (theophany) occupies a central position in
Islamic mysticism, particularly in the writings of Ruzbehan Bagli
Shirazi. This study explores the semantic and symbolic dimensions
of tajalli by examining its compound forms across multiple domains
of mystical discourse. Two primary types of combinations are
identified: conceptual combinations, which link tajalli with specific
mystical terms (e.g., tajalli of eternity, essence, or attributes); and
metaphorical or simile-based combinations, wherein tajalli is
associated with elements of nature, human figures, or aesthetic
imagery. The research employs a multidisciplinary interpretive
framework, drawing on Paul Ricoeur’s hermeneutics, Henry Corbin’s
imaginal ontology, and Mircea Eliade’s phenomenology of myth, to
uncover both the structural coherence and symbolic depth of
Ruzbehan’s mystical language. The findings reveal that the recurring
metaphorical patterns of tajalli function as hermeneutical keys,
mediating between metaphysical doctrines and lived spiritual
experience. In this way, Ruzbehan’s discourse on tajalli not only
reflects the metaphysical foundations of Islamic mysticism but also
demonstrates the dynamic interplay among language, imagination, and
mystical experience.
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1.Introduction

The notion of tajalli—theophanic manifestation—constitutes one of
the most intricate and generative concepts in Islamic mysticism, its
imaginative potential nowhere more vividly realized than in the works
of Ruzbehan Bagli Shirazi. His Abhar al-ashiqgin and Sharh-e
Shat_hiyyat display an exceptional density of compound expressions
in which tajalli is conjoined either with metaphysical abstractions or
with highly concrete, imagistic elements. While previous scholarship
has explored Ruzbehan’s symbolic language in broad terms, little
attention has been given to the linguistic mechanisms through
which tajalli is semantically amplified, dramatized, and rendered
experientially intelligible. This study addresses that gap. It proposes
that the diverse configurations of tajalli—ranging from “theophany of
eternity” to “the bridal theophany,” “the whirlwind of theophany,” or
“the sunlight of theophany”—constitute a coherent symbolic field.
This field mediates between doctrinal metaphysics and the inner, lived
phenomenology of mystical experience. To illuminate this field, the
study mobilizes three complementary theoretical lenses: Paul
Ricoeur’s hermeneutics of metaphor and semantic innovation, Henry
Corbin’s ontology of the imaginal world (alam al-mithal), and Mircea
Eliade’s phenomenology of sacred manifestation. Through these
perspectives, the research aims to demonstrate how Ruzbehan
transforms tajalli from a doctrinal term into a dynamic linguistic event
that reconfigures spiritual meaning.

2. Methodology
The research adopts a qualitative, interpretive strategy designed to
bridge textual analysis with phenomenological and hermeneutical
theory. First, all compound expressions containing the
term tajalli were extracted from the two primary texts. These
expressions were subsequently sorted into two main categories: (1)
conceptual combinations, in which tajalli is conjoined with abstract
theological notions (e.g., essence, eternity, divine attributes); and (2)
metaphorical or imagistic combinations, where tajalli appears
alongside natural phenomena, aesthetic forms, bodily or human
figures, or cosmological motifs.

Each selected expression was then subjected to a three-step
analytic procedure: 1. Hermeneutic analysis (Ricoeur): This step
involves tracing how the juxtaposition of tajalli with a concept or
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concrete image produces a semantic tension or deviation from
ordinary usage, thereby activating what Ricoeur terms the “living
metaphor.” It examines how the compound displaces literal meaning
and creates an expanded semantic horizon. 2. Phenomenological
analysis (Eliade): This step interprets each expression as the
representation of a sacred event that interrupts ordinary temporality or
spatiality. Special attention is given to how Ruzbehan’s compounds
encode a rupture in the profane order and articulate the emergence of a
sacred presence. 3. Ontological analysis (Corbin): This step situates
each figurative expression within Corbin’s notion of the imaginal
realm, where visionary forms disclose spiritual realities inaccessible to
discursive reasoning. It clarifies the symbolic consistency and
ontological status of each compound.

3. Results and Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that Ruzbehan’s combinations of tajalli are
far from arbitrary. Instead, they follow identifiable symbolic
trajectories that elucidate both the structure of his mystical worldview
and the experiential logic of his language.

First, conceptual compounds highlight the metaphysical
scaffolding of Ruzbehan’s thought. Expressions such as “theophany of
eternity” or “theophany of essential unity” perform a semantic
condensation: they bind an abstract metaphysical principle to a
dynamic act of manifestation. Ricoeur’s model illustrates that these
compounds produce shifts in meaning by forcing abstract nouns into a
dramatic, event-like frame. In doing so, they express the paradoxical
simultaneity of divine transcendence and immanent epiphany.

Second, metaphorical combinations—such as the “whirlwind of
theophany,” “the bride of theophany,” or “the sunlight of
theophany”—illuminate the imaginative architecture of Ruzbehan’s
mysticism. Here, Eliade’s perspective reveals that each metaphor
encodes a specific mode of the sacred’s irruption: the whirlwind
marks a violent rupture, the bride signifies a relational and initiatory
encounter, and sunlight denotes a luminous unveiling. These
metaphors thus map a spectrum of mystical experiences, ranging from
ecstatic terror to intimate union.

Third, Corbin’s imaginal ontology clarifies why Ruzbehan’s
imagery does not collapse into mere poetic ornamentation. Each
compound functions as a symbolic body in the imaginal world,
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mediating between sensory language and suprasensory reality. The
metaphors acquire ontological density: the whirlwind becomes a mode
of visionary perception; the bride is personified as a theophanic form;
sunlight transforms into a luminous substance of the imaginal realm.
In this sense, Ruzbehan’s language does not merely describe mystical
experience—it constitutes it.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the language of tajalliin Ruzbehan
Shirazi’s writings represents a deliberate and highly structured
symbolic system. By analyzing the compound expressions through the
integrated lenses of Ricoeur, Corbin, and Eliade, the research reveals
that tajalli functions not only as a doctrinal concept but as a generative
linguistic act that reshapes the boundaries of meaning, image, and
spiritual perception. The conceptual combinations clarify the
metaphysical foundations of his mysticism, while the metaphorical
combinations disclose the experiential and imaginative modalities
through which the sacred becomes manifest. Ultimately, the study
underscores that Ruzbehan’s discourse on tajalli represents a
sophisticated interplay between thought and image—one that
transforms language into an instrument of mystical insight.

Keywords: Tajalli, Ruzbehan Bagli Shirazi, Islamic Mysticism,
Conceptual and Metaphorical Combinations, Mystical Hermeneutics,
Imaginal Realm.
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