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Abstract

Ihtawt, also known as Habat al-Amal in Islamic theology, is primarily
concerned with explaining and analyzing the complex relationship
between faith and righteous and unrighteous deeds on the one hand,
and happiness and misery in the hereafter on the other. Although the
precise concept of Ihtawt with its theological details is not found in
Christian teachings, But there are conceptual similarities between
these teachings. The main difference between these two intellectual
traditions is in the quality of occurrence and the scope of the effect of
frustration. This article aims to comparatively examine the frustration
of action as one of the most fundamental and challenging topics in the
field of Islamic theology and comparative theology, which has been
examined and explained with an emphasis on the teachings of the
Imamiyyah and Christianity.This study, with an analytical and
documentary approach, has examined the different perspectives of
Islam, especially the Imamiyyah, and Christianity. The results of this
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study emphasize the remarkable alignment of the Imamiyyah theology
and the theology of Catholic Christianity, in such a way that both
carry the meaning of absolution in a figurative sense and deny the
general absolution of actionsThis alignment opens new horizons for
comparative studies in theology. The conclusion of this article is that
from the Islamic perspective, every good or bad deed has its own
account and sin does not necessarily lead to the complete destruction
of a good deed;.Also, none of the main branches of Christianity
believe in the annulment of past actions; even the Catholic Church has
provided ways, such as the sacrament of penance (confession), to
restore a relationship with God after sins.

1- Introduction

The Reciprocal Influence of Human Deeds on Eschatological Destiny
The question of the mutual influence of human actions upon one’s
ultimate destiny constitutes a foundational issue in theology. The
central inquiry concerns whether immoral actions can nullify the
effects of virtuous deeds, or whether each act produces its own
independent consequence. Within Islamic thought, this interaction is
articulated under the two concepts of "Frustration™ the nullification of
righteous deeds by evil ones, and the expiation of sins through good
deeds. The proper understanding of these doctrines necessitates a
comprehensive examination of Qur’anic verses, prophetic traditions,
and the interpretive approaches of Muslim theologians. In Christian
theology, the precise notion of Ihbar, as understood in Islamic
theology, is largely absent. Salvation in Christianity is founded upon
divine grace and the redemptive act of Christ, rather than a balance or
equivalence of deeds. Consequently, although sinful behavior carries
detrimental spiritual consequences, it does not entirely annul an
individual’s "Spiritual Merits." True faith, nevertheless, is expected to
manifest itself through righteous conduct. Despite these doctrinal
differences, analogous discussions concerning the relationship
between sin, faith, and salvation remain integral to Christian
theological discourse.

1. Literature Review
Despite the theoretical and theological significance of the concept of
"lhbar™ (nullification of deeds) and its impact on discussions of eternal
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felicity and misery, a review of the existing literature reveals a notable
absence of concrete, detailed, and well-explained examples of "libat"
in religious texts or conduct within analytical articles and scholarly
works. Furthermore, no independent or distinct comparative study on
this specific topic appears to be available. While classical and
foundational theological texts, such as al-Dhakhira fi ‘Iim al-Kalam of
Sayyid Murtada <Fusil al-‘Aqa’id of Shaykh Tust <Kashf al-Murad wa
Kashf al-Fawa’id of Allamah Hillic The wealth of faith and the jewel
of one’s desire of Muhaqqiq Lahiji «from Shi’a sources, as well as
Sunni works like Shark Usil al-Khamseh by Qadr ‘Abd al-Jabbar and
al-Rishad ila Qawati’ al-Adillah fi Usal by Juwaynrt, briefly touch
upon this issue, "labar" is discussed only incidentally. It is primarily
employed to corroborate and cite the Qur’an and Sunnah, serving to
support broader theological viewpoints. In Christianity, not only is
there no book or writing available under this specific title and concept,
but the belief in such a concept, as it exists in Islam, is also absent.
Consequently, instead of the concept of "lzbar" in Islam, the concept
of "Grace" (Fayd) is utilized in Christianity.

3. Methodology

This research has been formulated with the aim of comparatively
examining and analyzing the concept of "lhbar" from the perspectives
of Islam (with an emphasis on the Imami jurisprudence) and
Christianity. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing
authoritative theological sources from both Islamic and Christian
traditions, this study seeks to elucidate the various dimensions of this
subject.

The section elaborating on the views of proponents of "lkibat,"”
including those who affirm both general and specific "lhabar" as well
as its deniers within Islam, emphasizes the necessity of sustained faith
until the moment of death for the entitlement to reward and the
realization of recompense. It also considers individuals who fall into
apostasy or polytheism within a comparative framework. In
comparing Christian theological doctrines, both Protestant and
Catholic, the concept of "lhbar" was analyzed and contrasted.
According to Protestant theology, "lkbat™ is not classically presented;
however, a similar issue, termed "Falling from grace" or losing the
state of salvation due to grave sin, does exist. In contrast, Catholic
theology posits that actions, alongside faith, play a role. Mortal sin
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leads to ‘falling from grace,” but this state can be rectified through
repentance, forgiveness, confession, and ecclesiastical sacraments.
From this perspective, the Catholic viewpoint shares similarities, as
well as fundamental differences, with the Imami theory concerning the
necessity of maintaining faith and the possibility of repentance, which
have been examined and elucidated.

4. Results

The findings of this research, stemming from a comparative analysis
of the concept of "lhbat al-A 'mal" (the nullification of entitlement to
reward for righteous deeds) and the impact of grave sins within
Islamic and Christian theological systems, indicate that both traditions
primarily focus on the scope of sins that lead to nullification.
Consequently, based on their respective foundational beliefs, they
offer different approaches for explaining and confronting this
phenomenon.

Ultimately, Islam confines "l14bat" to a fundamental alteration in
core beliefs, emphasizing that a believer, due to their heartfelt
connection with God, always has the opportunity for repentance. The
divine system is founded on mercy and justice, such that certain good
deeds can overshadow and efface sins. Therefore, the concept of
"Absolute Takabut" (the mutual nullification of all good and bad
deeds) is not accepted; rather, a believer’s deeds are assessed
individually and justly. In contrast, Christianity, unlike the Islamic
perspective, explains the consequences of sins by centering on the loss
or non-acquisition of "Divine grace" (which is essential for the
validity of good deeds). This non-acceptance of true grace keeps an
individual in a state of distance from eternal reward.

Keywords: lhbat, Islam, Imami Theologians, Christianity,
Catholicism, Protestantism.
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