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Abstract

In Imami Islamic theology, the “proof of nature” relies on the innate
desire for God and theology of man. The question is how this proof
proceeds from the innate tendency to affirm the existence of God and
what is its relation to “reformed epistemology.” The aim of explaining
the Imami versions of the proof of nature and comparing it with the
theory of “foundational belief” in reformed epistemology (especially in
Plantinga) is to clarify the rationality of believing in God without a priori
reliance on classical proofs. The research is descriptive-analytical and
comparative with a library method; the Quranic, narrative and
philosophical concepts of nature are extracted from Imami sources and
systematically compared with the components of reformed epistemology.
The research findings show that the proof of nature is based on two
components: (1) the innate tendency to absolute perfection and the sacred
(love of goodness, truth and worship), (2) the innate insight/affirmation
of the origin of existence. Thinkers such as Mulla Sadra, Allama
Tabataba'i, Imam Khomeini (RA), and Javadi Amoli consider this
tendency/insight to be a sign of the real existence of its subject. In
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reformed epistemology, too, belief in God can be a basic and reasonable
belief and arise from the correct functioning of the sense of theology.

1. Introduction

The Argument from Fitrah (Innate Disposition) in Islamic theology is
a proof for God’s existence that bases itself on the innate God-seeking
nature of human beings .It asserts that all humans are born with a
natural inclination and awareness directed towards the divine. In
contrast, Reformed Epistemology in contemporary philosophy of
religion argues that belief in God can be "Properly Basic," justified
independently of inferential evidence. The present study investigates
how the Islamic concept of Fitrah, which moves from an intrinsic
inclination to an affirmation of God’s existence, relates to Reformed
Epistemology’s account of basic theistic belief. The core question is
whether an innate disposition can yield a rational conviction in God,
and to what extent Imamiyya theological perspectives on Fitrah
converge with or diverge from the claims of Alvin Plantinga and
fellow reformed epistemologists regarding the basicality of theistic
belief.

Research Background

The idea that humans have an inborn orientation toward God appears
in the Qur’an and hadith. The Quran (30:30) refers to the "Fisrat
Allah" (God’s pattern upon which He created mankind), and a famous
hadith states that every child is born upon Fifrah (a natural faith or
predisposition), only to be shaped later by environment. Classical and
contemporary Imamiyya scholars, including Mulla Sadra, ‘Allamah
Tabataba’i, Murtada Mutahhari, Imam Khomeini, and Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli, have articulated the role of Fitrah in knowing God. For
instance, Mulla Sadra observes that in moments of peril, even
irreligious persons instinctively turn to a higher power, indicating an
innate reliance on God. Javadi Amoli emphasizes a direct experiential
knowledge of God implanted in the soul. These correspond in
interesting ways to Western thought: philosophers like Cicero and
later Lord Herbert (17" c.) proposed an argumentum consensus
gentium (universal belief argument) suggesting the universality of
belief in God as indicative of His existence. However, John Locke and
empiricists criticized innate ideas, arguing that if an idea (like God)
were truly innate, it would be universally and uniformly present,
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which it is not. In the 20" century, Alvin Plantinga and others
developed Reformed Epistemology, influenced by John Calvin’s
notion of sensus divinitatis, an innate "Sense of the divine" in every
person. Calvin held that God implanted in humans a natural tendency
to recognize the Creator; an idea resonant with the Islamic concept of
Fifrah. Previous comparative studies (e.g. by H. Qarabaghi and M.
Ja’fari, 2021; H.R. Abdoli and M.H. Dehghani, 2014) have begun
exploring these parallels, noting that both traditions affirm a God-
given faculty or disposition but use it differently, one as a proof of
existence, the other as a justification of belief.

Methodology

This research is conducted using a descriptive-analytical and
comparative method. In the first stage, the nature of Fitrah and the
Burhan al-Fitrah is expounded through textual analysis of primary
Islamic sources (Qur’an, hadith, and works of theologians). In the
second stage, key epistemological claims of Reformed Epistemology
(drawn from works of Alvin Plantinga, Nicholas Wolterstorff,
William Alston, etc.) are outlined. A comparative analysis is then
performed: The innate God-knowing concept in Islamic thought is
juxtaposed with the notion of properly basic belief in God. This
comparison examines points of agreement (e.g. rejection of strict
evidentialism, emphasis on an innate faculty) and points of divergence
(e.g. the epistemic status and universality of the innate belief). The
study is qualitative, relying on interpretative comparison of
philosophical and theological arguments.

Results

The study found that Fizsrah in Islamic discourse has two dimensions:
A cognitive aspect (innate knowledge or immediate awareness of
God) and an affective aspect (innate inclination or yearning for God
and transcendent truth). The argument from Fitrah builds on these by
asserting that because humans naturally seek and intuit the Absolute,
the Absolute (God) must exist to explain and fulfill this universal
inner tendency. For example, Imam Khomeini argued that an innate
love of Absolute Perfection exists in every soul, and "There must be
an object of this innate love (Absolute Being) which truly exists,
otherwise this inherent longing would be inexplicable." Javadi Amoli
similarly contends that just as the concept of a lover implies a
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beloved, the very existence of the human as a lover of truth implies
the existence of God as the ultimate Beloved. These formulations take
the raw natural inclination and via rational reflection elevate it to
intellectual affirmation of God’s reality. On the other hand, Reformed
Epistemology reframes the discussion by challenging the evidentialist
paradigm. Plantinga posits that belief in God can be properly basic,
rationally held without inferential evidence, so long as it arises from a
reliable cognitive faculty designed for truth (which in a theistic
context refers to the sensus divinitatis). This approach vindicates the
common believer’s intuition that one can know God directly (for
instance, upon beholding the starry sky or in moments of conscience)
without a logical syllogism. Both frameworks agree that an innate or
immediate awareness of God is universally accessible (barring
obstructing factors) and non-inferential. Both also acknowledge that
this faculty can be suppressed or ignored: Islamic theology speaks of
the heedlessness or suppression of Fitrah (due to sin or social
indoctrination, echoing the hadith of parental influence), while
Reformed thinkers like Plantinga note that the Sensus divinities may
malfunction or be impeded in persons due to various noetic effects of
sin. Key differences emerged as well. Islamic scholars often consider
the fitri recognition of God as infallible at a fundamental level, a
direct presential knowledge of God ingrained in the soul that in it does
not err. By contrast, Reformed Epistemology stops short of claiming
indubitability; it provides a defense of the rationality of theistic belief
rather than its undeniability. Another difference is teleological: The
Burhan al-Fitrah is presented as an argument to convince one of
God’s existence (playing an apologetic role in Islamic Theology),
whereas Reformed Epistemology primarily serves a defensive role,
aiming to show that believers are rational without needing proof,
rather than to prove God to a skeptic. Additionally, the language of
Islamic Fitrah argument often intertwines spiritual dimensions (e.g.
love, longing, intuitive conscience) with rational inference, whereas
reformed Epistemology couches its claims in the analytic philosophy
framework of justification and warrant. Despite these differences, the
overlap is remarkable: Both propose that belief in God is natural and
arises from how humans are constituted by their Creator.
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Conclusion

The comparative analysis concludes that the Islamic argument from
Fifrah and Reformed Epistemology’s notion of properly basic belief
are complementary. Each human, according to the Fisrah doctrine,
carries an innate beacon orienting them toward God, an innate
Gerayesh (orientation) and a latent Danesh (knowledge) of the divine.
Reformed Epistemology, through concepts like the Sensus divinities
and the critigue of evidentialist, provides a contemporary
philosophical validation for this classical intuition: it asserts that if
indeed a loving Creator designed the human mind, then naturally the
mind is equipped to know and experience God directly, and such
belief can be warranted (justified) without recourse to evidence. In
practical terms, both views encourage trust in the inherent faculties
bestowed upon humans for recognizing God, what the mystics would
call the "Eye of the heart" and what Plantinga might call a properly
functioning cognitive sense. This interdisciplinary bridge between
Imamiyya theology and modern epistemology enriches both fields:
Islamic theology gains a robust epistemic model to articulate why
Fitrah results in true belief, and Western epistemology gains from an
age-old spiritual insight that rationality and religious disposition need
not be at odds, but can originate from the same divine Fisrah.

Keywords: Figrah, Argument from Innate Nature, Reformed
Epistemology, Properly Basic Belief, Sensus Divinitatis, Islamic
Theology, Imamiyya, Alvin Plantinga.
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