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Abstract

observations to inform their imagery and thematic creations.
Consequently, letters and words are employed in Persian literature not
merely as linguistic components but as elements instrumental in
forming images and creating themes. The quality and manner of
abstractly using linguistic elements are directly related to the skill of
individual poets and writers. Among these, Mirza Abdolgader Bidel, a
prominent poet of the Indian Style, both adopted methods from his
predecessors and introduced unique innovations in this domain. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical method to explore these
aspects. The findings indicate that Bidel utilized four methods for the
abstract application of linguistic elements: visual-imagistic, phonetic,
structural, and personification-based. This abstract application of
letters, words, and their combinations in Bidel’s poetry stems from his
perception of language as a living and flexible medium. Through this
approach, certain linguistic elements are transformed into visual
categories. Furthermore, profound semantic shifts occur in some
words through phonetic and structural alterations. Finally, by
personifying letters and words, Bidel conveys intricate mystical
concepts to the audience, using specific alphabet letters as multi-
dimensional symbols.
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1. Introduction

The letters of the alphabet are typically considered the fundamental
units of words; however, their significance and role in literary
language extend beyond this basic function. Persian poets have
harnessed other capacities of these letters in their verse. While some
of these capacities have been identified and analyzed within the
framework of verbal literary devices, others remain underexplored,
lacking organized research.

One notable capacity that poets have recognized is the visual form
of letters, which they have employed to convey specific meanings.
This application has, in turn, opened aesthetic horizons in poetry,
facilitating the discovery of new connections and the formation of
unique imagery that initially appears unconventional. In this context,
letters acquire a dual function, becoming crucial tools in literary
creation. Such poetic techniques are also regarded as a form of norm-
breaking and defamiliarization.

This research aims to examine how alphabet letters and words are
utilized in the Divan of Ghazals by Mirza Abdolgader Bidel. Beyond
extracting and presenting patterns of this method's application, it seeks
to help elucidate the conceptual complexities within several couplets.

2. Literature Review

Research on this topic has not extensively focused on the Indian Style
(Sabk-e Hendi) of poetry; consequently, no specific studies have been
conducted on the ghazals of Mirza Abdolgader Bidel in this context.
Among the limited existing studies, two focused on the poetry of
Khagani and Sanai, and another article did not extend beyond the era
of Hafez. Thus, no research addressing this topic is observed within
the realm of Indian Style poets. Furthermore, the current research
significantly differs from other studies on this subject regarding the
diversity and classification of its materials.

3. Research Method

This academic research employs an analytical-descriptive method to
investigate Abdolgader Bidel’s techniques in utilizing the visual form
of letters and words for thematic development and imagery in his
poems. The statistical population of the research encompasses the rich
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tradition of Persian poetry and literature, with a specific focus on
Bidel’s Divan of Ghazals. Library resources were used for data
collection.

4. Findings and Discussion

The abstract application of alphabet letters and their utilization for
imagery and thematic creation in poetry constitutes one of the oldest
poetic techniques. In the works of some accomplished poets, its scope
extends to words and poetic compounds. This type of application
refers to the use of letters, words, and compounds outside their
conventional and abstract domain, transforming these categories from
mere signs conveying fixed meanings into living, dynamic, and
sentient elements. Depending on the context, these elements can
assume new roles and meanings.

Through abstract application, these elements retain their
stereotypical function while acquiring a new identity. This identity
positions them as malleable materials for the poet to use in their
imagery and thematic creation. The resulting image or theme
possesses an additional meaning, albeit independent of the linguistic
system.

Mirza Abdolgader Bidel, as a preeminent poet of the Indian Style,
employed four general methods for the abstract application of letters
and words:

1. Visual-Pictorial Techniques

2. Phonetic Techniques

3. Structural Techniques

4. Personification-Based Techniques

5. Conclusion

The abstract application of letters, words, and compounds in the
poetry of Mirza Abdolgader Bidel stems from his engagement with
language as a living and flexible substance. Based on this approach,
three significant metamorphoses occur in his poetry:

A. Transformation of linguistic elements into a visual category: In
these instances, poetry approaches painting, and the letters of the
alphabet function more as schematics of a mental image than as
linguistic units.
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B. Creation of profound semantic shifts through phonetic and
structural changes: This method sometimes focuses on the
pronunciation of two words, leading to their reinterpretation or
substitution; at other times, it uses the structure of two words as the
foundation for thematic creation.

C. Animation of letters and words and the symbolic use of certain
letters: By animating alphabet letters and words, the poet transforms
language from a set of rigid rules into a vibrant artistic workshop
where each word possesses unique dynamism and flexibility. His
further innovation lies in transforming alphabet letters into multi-
dimensional symbols capable of conveying profound mystical
concepts to his audience.

Keywords: Mirza Abdolgader Bidel, Abstract Application, Imagery,
Theme Creation, Alphabet.
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