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Abstract

Introduction

The critical conditions of Lake Urmia and the concreteness of its dire
situation in the past decade, along with the silence of the civil society regarding it,
raise the question why there has not been an effective public response to reduce the
severity of the crisis? And what will be the consequence of this distortion of
preference and spiral of silence for the society and the government?

Unfortunately, the studies and proposals that have been presented in the
form of market fundamentalism to solve the problem of pollution and water have not
paid attention to the assumptions of the related theory and its bad consequences for
our society and environment.

In the absence of a development-oriented government and an exploitative
market regarding the country's water resources, where individuals and companies act
within the framework of short-term and profit-seeking perspectives, both demanding
civil institutions and common management of water resources are one of the
options.

Research background

People have mental models to interpret the world around them, some of
which are local and specific culture and lead to different mental models of how the
world "works". These mental models are related to the reward and punishment
system of the social system. The formation of distortion of preference, telling open
lies and hiding the facts also happens in this format. The generalization of
preference distortion regulates the perceptions of others and has many unintended
negative social consequences. Distortion of preference causes us to live in a circle of
lies and with far-sightedness, conservatism and worse, with the spiral of silence, we
force others to remain silent about unfavorable events around us, and to add depth to
the issues and problems of society.
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In this article, we argue that the inappropriate reward and punishment
system for environmental activities has caused the formation of a mental model in
the society, which has led to conservatism, distortion of preference, living in a circle
of lies, and a spiral of silence, and has accelerated and deepened the environmental
crisis of Lake Urmia.

Objective

Since throughout human history, the rights of communities have arisen from the
demands of people and civil institutions; Therefore, the purpose of the present study
is to arouse the will and desire of the people and civil institutions to bind and
condition the government and market institutions in order to protect the environment
and restore Lake Urmia.

Research Method

The method of the present study is the art method of economics.
Economists usually divide economics into two distinct categories: positive
economics (what is) and normative economics (what should be), but it is not clear
where the place of applied economics (the art of economics) is in these categories.
Applied economics belongs neither to positive economics nor to normative
economics, but to a category called "the art of economics”. The process of economic
growth is different in every society, which reflects diverse cultural heritages and
different geographical, physical, and economic conditions. Empirical research in
positive economics should be designed to test whether the theory can be temporarily
accepted or not. Such experimental tests are not suitable or inappropriate in applying
the theory to real world problems. Also, the introduction of the art of economics
exempts normative economics from dealing with economic policy and enables a
deeper examination of the question of which goals are suitable for economic policy.
The art of economics accepts a set of goals set in normative economics and
discusses how to achieve those goals in the real world, taking into account the
insights from positivist economics.

Results and Discussion

Some of the research findings are as follows:

1. The solutions that are proposed to face the issue of water and Lake
Urmia sometimes provide the interests of a few among them.

2. The water issue in Iran has not turned into a social issue with political
and environmental dimensions until recently and even today. The politicization of
environmental activity has caused conservatism and distortion of society's
preference and life in the circle of lies. The collective life of finding this problem
has intensified the crisis of Lake Orme.

3. The rent-seeking and raw mining industries and mines, along with
traditional and subsistence agriculture, have been a platform for the Urmia lake
crisis. The will of mining industries to build a dam is no less than that of the
agricultural sector.

4. In order to mislead the public opinion, the share of rent-seeking
industries is declared lower than the reality.

5. The short-sightedness of the engineer-oriented government and a society
with the pursuit of individual and short-term goals has caused a crisis.
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6. Leaving water resources to the market is a road to nowhere and leads to
social and political free fall.

7. Under the conditions of comparative inefficiency of the government and
the market regarding the issue of water resources, activating demanding civil
institutions and entrusting water to common management is one of the things that
can be done.

8. And...

Conclusion

It can be concluded that:

1. Punishment of civil activities in the field of environment has led to a spiral of
silence and life in the circle of lies and has given speed and depth to environmental
crises.

2. The interests of rent-seekers have been highly effective and guiding in designing
an ineffective reward and punishment system for environmental activities.

3. In the absence of accountability of the government and the market (short-sighted
and absent and paper-based government, rent-seeking industry and mining, and
traditional subsistence agriculture), the demands of civil institutions are one of the
principles of the issue, and the experience of human history has shown that the
development of social rights has occurred in the shadow of the demands of civil
society. The same is true regarding the way out of Iran's environmental crisis and
Lake Urmia. The Qur'an has ordered this important in the form of Liqum al-Nas in
installments.

4. The fundamentalist solution of the market for the water problem is a platform for
deepening the crisis, especially when a strong and development-oriented
government is absent and opens the way for the exploitation of water resources by
the market. In addition, wasting water or pollution leads to a moral crisis in society.
Therefore, public and common management of water resources is suggested.

5. And...
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