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Abstract

The syntactic and musical structures constitute two of the most significant stylistic featurés of z:ny iitemry
text, as they form the foundation for the rhythm, linguistic melody, and semantic organization of’the work.
Within this framework, Mantiq al-"Ushshaq by Awhadi Maraghei stands out as a preminent example in
which the arrangement of syntactic components and their relationship vith'the musicality of language are
distinctly manifested. One of the most remarkable stylistic traits of this poemtis the poet’s avoidance of
excessive use of ezafe constructions—an inclination that is reflectéd notonly@t the semantic and syntactic
levels but also in the musical dimension of the text. Adopting an integrative approach that combines
structural and cognitive stylistics, and employing a descriptive—analytieal method, this study examines the
implications of this stylistic feature. From a structural perspectivesithegreduction of ezafe constructions
simplifies syntactic—semantic relations, increases the frequency of balanced sentences, and contributes to a
stable internal order within the text. From a cognitive perspective) this tendency directly aligns with the
principle of linguistic economy and the reduction of the, readet’s processing load, thereby enhancing
semantic transparency and conceptual accessibility?The findings reveal that Awhadi’s avoidance of ezafe
constructions not only enhances linguistic clarity and cohesion but also plays a crucial role in establishing
a consistent thythmic-musical pattern and incteéasing the likelihood of syntactic balance. Thus, the poet’s
style emerges as the outcome of 2 dynamic inferaction among syntactic, cognitive,and phonological factors.

1. Introduction s

The style of a literary work,'as thewartistic signature of its creator, emerges from multiple layers, among
which syntactic structure and verbal rausicality are fundamental and highly influential. These two layers
not only form the backbone ofithe text’s internal rhythm and cadence but also organize its semantic
structure. Within the realm of dfassical Persian literature, the romantic epic Manteq al-‘Oshshaq by Ohadi
Maraghei stands,out as,a prominent example, in which the artful arrangement of syntactic ele ments and
their interplay with the musicality of the verse create a distinctive aesthetic effect. One of the most salient
stylistic features of this work is its tendency to avoid the extensive use of optional syntactic constructions.
This stylistic prefér€nce, rooted in the poet’s conscious or unconscious choices, manifests not only at the
semantic and\grammatical levels but also prominently at the musical and cognitive dimensions of the text.
The main research question of this study is: how does this reduction in the frequency of optional syntactic
constructions affect three key aspects?

The establishment of syntactic balance within sentence structures. The formation of musical cohesion and
fluent rhythmin the verse. The reduction of cognitive load on the reader during text comprehension.
Aceordingly, the primary aim of this article is to analyze the implications of this stylistic feature at both the
structural and cognitive levels, addressing a clear research gap concerning the systematic relationship
between linguistic form and cognitive processing in classical Persian texts. This study seeksto provide a
novel framework for stylistic reading of classical works, grounded in insights from cognitive and structural
linguistics.

2. Literature Review
Previous studies in corpus linguistics and cognitive linguistics have well established the role of indicators
such as dependency distance in measuring language processing complexity. Foundational research (e.g.,



Liu et al., 2017; Ferrer-i-Cancho, 2015, 2022) has shown that minimizing dependency distance is a
cognitive universal principle aligned with working memory constraints and language economy.
Comparative studies (e.g., Jin & Liu, 2022; Hafez et al., 2024) have further confirmed this tendency even
in languages with free word order. However, a clear research gap exists regarding the direct relationship
between the reduction of optional syntactic constructions (as a factor that increases dependency distance)
and its stylistic consequences in Persian literary texts. This study aims to fill this gap with a focus on a
classical Persian text.

3. Methodology

This study was conductedusingan integrative (structural-cognitive) approach and employing a deseriptive-
analytical method. Data were randomly collected from the epic Manteq al-‘Oshshaqand compared with
samples from Nizami’s Khosrow and Shirin and Vahshi Bafqi’s Shirin and Farhad (matched in meter with
the hazaj-e mosaddas mahzuf) as well as selected ghazals from Hafez and the Diwan of Shams The data
analysis was carried out on two levels:

Structural level: Examination of the frequency of optional syntactic constructions and assessment of
syntactic balance based on the uniformity of constituents and their jorder aeross'the two hemistiches.
Cognitive level: Explanation of the stylistic implications with reference to the theoretical framework of

Production-Distribution-Comprehension (PDC) and principles suchhas “Ease-First” and “Plan-Reuse.”

L)
4. Analysis and Discussion

Quantitative findings clearly demonstrated an inverse relationship betWeen the frequency of optional/extra
constructions and the degree of syntactic balance. In the selectgd samples of Mantegh al-‘Oshshag, the
frequency of extra constructions (8 and 6 instances) was significantly lower than in Khosrow and Shirin
(15 and 10 instances) and Shirin and Farhad (15 and ¥4 instanges).

In contrast, the percentage of syntactic balance in Mantegh'al-‘Oshshaq (45% and 35%) was considerably
higher than in the other two epics (22% and, 1 5% for Nezami; 13% and 11% for Vahshi). This pattem was
also repeated in a comparison of Hafez’s ghazalstand the Diwan of Shams.

Structural effect: Reducing extra constructionsgpitshes the poet toward using simpler and more repetitive
syntactic alternatives (such as subordinateelau$es and complements), which in turn increases the likelihood
of structural repetition and syntaetic balance.

Cognitive effect: From the\perspective of the PDC framework, reducing extra constructions lowers
processing load by minimizing'syntacticdependency distance and reducing semantic ambiguity. This aligns
with the cognitive principles‘ef ‘ease-first (using simpler, more accessible elements) and plan reuse
(repeating familiar syntactic stfuctures), ultimately facilitating fluency and comprehension.

Musical effect: Replacing heavy extra constructions with broader but balanced structures produces a
smoother, more flitid, and speeeh-like rhythm in poetry, thereby enhancing the internal musicality of the
text.

5. Conclusion ®

The findings'ofthis study indicate that the deliberate or unconscious reduction of extra constructions in
Ohadi Maraghei’s Mantegh al-‘Oshshaq represents a key stylistic strategy that, in a dynamic interplay,
contributes both to syntactic balance and musical cohesion, while significantly reducing the cognitive
process$ing load for the reader. This tendency can be seen as a reflection of Ohadi’s “mental style,” in which
the direct expression of emotion and the facilitation of the reader’s experience take precedence over the
display oflinguistic complexity. This study offers anovel framework for analyzing the relationship between
linguistic form and cognitive processing in classical Persian texts and highlights the attenuated role of extra
constructions as a factor enhancing both cognitive efficiency and stylistic aesthetics.

Keywords: Structural Stylistics; Cognitive Stylistics; Mantiq al-‘Ushshaq; Awhadi Maraghei; Ezafe
Construction; Syntactic Balance; Linguistic Musicality.
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