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Abstract

Communication encompasses both verbal and nonverbal modalities.
Within nonverbal communication, which possesses a broad scope and
significantly greater influence than verbal communication, various
manifestations of body language are evident. The present study,
conducted through library research and employing a descriptive-
analytical method, aimed to identify and extract specific elements of
nonverbal communication in Khagani's ghazaliyat. Furthermore, it
sought to decipher the hidden messages and meanings the poet
intended to convey through body language and to ascertain the nature
of the relationship between the two principal characters of
the ghazaliyat: the lover and the beloved. The research findings
indicate extensive and diverse use of body language in
Khagani's ghazaliyat. Among the various aspects of body language,
the poet paid particular attention to eye expressions (emphasizing
crying), nonverbal gestures (emphasizing sighing), and lip expressions
(emphasizing laughing and kissing). Approximately 65% of the
nonverbal communication between the lover and the beloved in
the ghazaliyat is dedicated to these three areas. Additionally, the use
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of combined movements and their impressive diversity (22 modes
conveying 45 meanings), alongside various facial expressions and
particular attention to facial color, are notable in Khagani's ghazaliyat.
The results reveal that the wuse of body language in
Khagani's ghazaliyat often signifies the lover's distance from the
beloved or the beloved's refusal to engage in verbal communication
with the lover.

1. Introduction

Body language, a fundamental component of human communication,
conveys extensive information about emotions, feelings, and
relationships alongside speech. In lyric poetry, particularly the
Persian ghazal, this nonverbal layer assumes particular importance
because the amorous experience often unfolds in a context where
direct dialogue between the lover and beloved is either impossible or
intentionally delayed. Under such circumstances, gaze, gesture, facial
expression, and voice become meaningful and function as substitutes
for speech. This study aims to analyze the functions and
manifestations of body language and nonverbal communication in
the ghazals of Khagani.

The central research problem involves identifying the semiotic
system of nonverbal messages exchanged between the lover and
beloved in Khaqgani’s poetry, as well as elucidating the role of these
messages in shaping themes and emotional relations within the poems.
Given that human communication is constructed not only through
spoken language but also through bodily and vocal signs, the working
hypothesis posits that a significant portion of the amorous discourse in
Khagani’s ghazal is conveyed not through explicit statements but
through movements, bodily states, and nonverbal cues. This domain,
therefore, may contribute to a more precise reading of the poems and
reveal modes of emotional interaction between the amorous figures.

2. Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on a
comprehensive reading of Khaqani’s ghazals and the identification of
all instances where bodily action or physical state serves as a vehicle
of meaning. Only examples were selected where a human agent
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performed an act interpretable within the realm of nonverbal
communication. The data were categorized according to body part,
type of movement or posture, and implied meaning. The frequency of
each category was examined to determine dominant patterns, semiotic
relations, and the role of each group in constructing the emotional
atmosphere of the poems. The final analysis was conducted
contextually: the meaning and implication of each bodily movement
or posture were interpreted in relation to the poem’s amorous situation
and its vertical structure, rather than as isolated units. This method
was adopted to recognize the general pattern of body language in
Khagani and to demonstrate its contribution to the transmission of
feeling and the dynamics of amorous interaction within his ghazals.

3. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this research is based on Barbara Korte’s
perspective on body language as a semiotic system. In this approach,
facial expressions, limb movements, and nonverbal vocalizations are
considered meaningful carriers through which one may infer the
emotional state and type of interaction between participants. This
perspective is particularly compatible with the structure of the
Persian ghazal, given that the beloved frequently occupies a position
from which direct speech is withheld. The body thus enters the field as
a substitute for verbal language. Within this framework, bodily
behavior in poetry is regarded as a form of speech; every movement or
posture is therefore read as a sign that produces meaning within the
context of the ghazal and contributes to the construction and
transmission of emotional experience.

4. Discussion and Analysis

The findings indicate that body language functions as a crucial
element of meaning in Khaqani’s ghazals. The most frequent
occurrences involve the eyes, which is unsurprising, as the eye is
traditionally conceived as the mirror of emotion. Crying appears as
one of the most significant emotional signs, though its meaning is far
from uniform: at times it expresses grief, at others longing or joy.
Vocal nonverbal expressions rank second in importance. Sighing,
lamentation, shouting, or wailing have primarily served as instruments
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for expressing sorrow while simultaneously bridging the gap between
amorous relation and direct speech. Voice elevates emotion from a
muted state to a performative level, animating the ghazal’s space.

The lips and mouth also play a vivid role. Laughter and kissing
may signify kindness and union, seduction, joy, mockery, or devotion.
This polysemy enables the representation of the complex and shifting
relationship between the lover and beloved. Beyond these, there is
considerable variety in composite gestures—movements produced by
the simultaneous action of multiple body parts—such as biting the lip,
placing the head on the feet, holding a finger between the teeth, or
grasping a lock of hair. These gestures are theatrical, engaging the
reader by prompting mental visualization of the scene.

From a thematic perspective, body language is especially
employed to express separation from the beloved and the sorrow and
anguish resulting from distance. In many poems, the beloved, instead
of speaking, communicates only through body language: refusing to
look, veiling the face, or turning away. These behaviors create
emotional distancing, which mirrors the essence of the
Persian ghazal—an amorous dynamic in which union is not
guaranteed, and desire and separation continuously structure the
relationship.

5. Conclusion
The study of body language in Khagani’s ghazals demonstrates that
the poet extensively utilized the body's capacity as an artistic
expression. Eyes, nonverbal vocalizations, lips, facial expression, and
combined movements are all organized to convey meaning without
explicit verbal expression. The diversity of gestures and the plurality
of meanings attest to Khaqani’s skill as an image-maker who
constructs a theatrical structure in his poetry and invites the audience
into active participation. His ghazal is a space where the body speaks.
Body language functions both as a medium for expressing feeling
and as a device for marking emotional distance. This research shows
that attention to bodily signs and nonverbal elements deepens our
understanding of the lover—beloved relationship and clarifies
Khagani’s visual and imaginative capacities in the ghazal. Such an
approach may also prove productive for the study of other poets, since
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the beloved’s bodily behavior in Khaqgani and the distancing mode of
amorous interaction he represents have been widely institutionalized
within the broader tradition of the Persian ghazal.

Keywords: Nonverbal Communication, Khagani Shervani, Body
Language, Lover and Beloved, Khaqgani’s Ghazaliyat.
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