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Abstract

Many pioneers of modern fiction writing in Iran, particularly during the
Constitutional Revolution and the Reza Shah era, were influenced by
the West, most notably France, and demonstrated inclinations toward
the literary school of Romanticism. Tehran-e Makhuf represents one of
the Iranian social novels shaped by French Romanticism, especially
Victor Hugo’s Binavayan. Since attention to the intellectual and social
contexts of a literary work is a key approach in literary criticism, this
article examines, on the one hand, the intellectual and social
foundations of Romanticism in France and the social structures
governing that society, and, on the other hand, the intellectual and social
contexts of Iran during the same period and its prevailing social
structures, in order to draw a comparative analysis. Based on this
comparison, a reassessment of Tehran-e Makhuf through the
fundamental components of Romanticism reveals that, due to the
absence of an appropriate context, the novel was unable to remain
faithful to the school of thought and did not advance beyond imitation.
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