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Abstract

One of the most important philosophical and theological discussions is
the discussion of the attributes of God, because without a doubt,
knowing God would be impossible without knowing His attributes.
The main issue of the present study is to examine this fundamental
question: How can God’s eternal knowledge be applied to contingent
and partial matters, and what is the quality of God’s will? The present
study aims to achieve a comparative system of the opinions of these
three thinkers that can outline the range of possible solutions to these
issues, relying on the analytical-descriptive method and based on
library resources. Research findings: ‘Abduh believes that the divine
attributes are understood from the essence itself and are nothing but an
interpretation of the quality of existence. He forbids entering into the
understanding of the quality of divine knowledge, and regarding
divine will, he also believes that the concept of God’s will is rooted in
the theory of divine knowledge and the issuance of possibilities from
God. In contrast, Allamah and Javadi Amoli believe that we should
attribute the meanings of the attributes, which express perfection, to
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God. They consider God's knowledge to be a type of present
knowledge, and they consider will to be an attribute of action, and
they consider the will of the servant in every action to be dependent
on the divine will. As a result, it can be said that the difference in
epistemological foundations (such as accepting or rejecting present
knowledge) and ontological foundations (such as the objectivity or
non-objectivity of attributes with the essence) in the theological views
of these three thinkers has led to fundamental distinctions in
explaining the attributes of divine knowledge and will.

1. Introduction

Discussion about divine attributes, especially knowledge and will, is
one of the deepest theological and theological discussions in the
history of Islamic thought that has direct effect on the image of God
and his relation with the world. This issue has been doubled in
contemporary period and faced with new intellectual challenges. This
research is seeking to comparative analysis of the votes of three of the
most prominent contemporary theologians in the Islamic world,
Allamah Tabataba’t and ayatollah Javadi Amoli of the Shia
intellectual tradition, and sheikh Muhammad ‘Abduh is a modernist
thinker.

2. The Background of the Research

Some works has been done in the field of verbal ideas related to the
traits of divine will and will. In the field of Shia thought, many works
have been devoted to the study of Allamah 7abaraba’t and ayatollah
Javadi Amoli’s viewpoints." We can mention the comparative study of
the relation between divine knowledge and the suffering from
Allamah Tabataba't and Fakhr al-Razi (comforting, 1390) and the
book "Monotheism in the Quran” (Javadi Amoli, 1397) that explained
the philosophical and mystical principles of these two philosophers. In
contrast, in the internal studies, studies specifically focused on the
verbal ideas of Muhammad ‘Abduh. One of the few outstanding works
in this field is the book "Muhammad ‘Abduh from another
perspective™ that has analyzed his breeding approach. However, the
main vacuum in the absence of a research that in a comparative and
trilateral research, has compared the votes of these three thinkers from
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the two traditions of Shia and Sunni with a focus on science and will
and in a systematic framework.

The main difference in this research is that none of those works
have a comparative study of the triple comparative study of the verbal
votes of Muhammad ‘Abduh, Allamah Tabataba’t and ayatollah
Javadi Amoli. The focus of this research on these three prominent
personalities including two intellectual traditions, and simultaneously
analyzing their views in a unit problem, fills a clear gap in the
literature. This comparative approach makes it possible to understand
the similarities, distinctions and principles of each of these currents in
one of the most fundamental issues.

3. Research Method

Purpose of this research is to achieve a comparative study of the views
of these three scholars that can draw a spectrum of possible solutions
against these issues by relying on the analytic-descriptive method
based on library resources.

4. Conclusions

The conclusion of this research was to answer fundamental questions
about how to explain the traits of divine will and will, comparatively
study the views of three prominent scholars (Allamah Tabataba',
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Muhammad ‘Abduh). Findings of the
study can be summarized as follows:

1. The answer to the first fundamental question (eternal science); in
the thought of Allamah Tabataba’t and Javadi Amoli is solved by
relying on the division of knowledge into presence and knowledge and
priori knowledge of God. Divine knowledge is one of the type of
presence and the essence that is briefly, detailed over all levels of
being, including the details. Thus, the most important barrier of
science is not to prevent it from encircling it; but in the thoughts of
Muhammad ‘Abduh, relying on the cautious approach of theological,
theological approach, he considers the definitive views on how to
reconcile eternal science to the details beyond the power of human
intellect and finally, it does not provide a specific philosophical
solution to these problems.

2. Answer to the second fundamental question (quality of will of
God): In the thought of Allamah and Javadi Amoli, will is considered
by the attributes of the divine action and is explained as an
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independent factor (not in science) which establishes and establishes
the verb from the possibilities. The quality of it is explained within the
framework of the human authority; but in the thoughts of Mukammad
‘Abduh, divine will is reduced to the allocation of possibilities based
on eternal science, and in fact, another interpretation of the same
divine knowledge is considered. It avoids an independent quality
explanation for it and rejects common verbal definitions because of
the probability of falling into the system.

3. Answer to the main question (commonalities, differences and
foundations): All three scholars believe that God’s cause of
knowledge and will, and these attributes are considered as divine
essence. However, the main difference in the way of these traits is the
nature and the other. He offers a philosophical-mystical explanation
by splitting the attributes of essence and action and accepting the
knowledge of presence, whereas ‘Abduh does not provide a
theological-theological ~ explanation by  carefully  avoiding
philosophical reflections.

Keywords: Allamah Tabataba’i, Muhammad ‘Abduh, Javadi Amoli,
Divine Attributes, Knowledge, Will.
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