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ABSTRACT

This study examines the narrative style, point of view, and ideological representation in Ashghaldouni, a
short story by Gholamhossein Sa’edi, based on Paul Simpson’s theory of critical stylistics. By focusing on
linguistic structures, narrative viewpoint, and modal systems, the research reveals how ideology is
embedded in narrative discourse. The findings show that the dominant use of first-person narration and
positive modality contributes to the normalization of poverty, bodily exploitation, and social inequality in
the story. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method and demonstrates the effectiveness of
Simpson’s model for analyzing contemporary Persian narrative prose.

Keywords: Critical Stylistics; Narrative Point of View; Modality; Ideology; Paul Simpson;
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Introduction

Contemporary Iranian narrative literature has consistently reflected social, political, and cultural
transformations. Many writers have employed narrative techniques to depict inequality, marginalization,
and crisis within society. Among these writers, Gholamhossein Sa’edi occupies a significant position due
to his critical portrayal of social realities and his focus on marginalized individuals living under oppressive
conditions. His narratives often present a dark and anxiety-ridden atmosphere in which characters struggle
for survival within rigid social structures.

Ashghaldouni is one of Sa’edi’s most notable short stories, portraying poverty, bodily exploitation, and
moral disintegration through the experiences of a young protagonist. Rather than relying on explicit
ideological statements, the story conveys its critique through narrative voice, point of view, and linguistic
choices. These features make the text particularly suitable for analysis using critical stylistics.
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Paul Simpson’s critical stylistics provides a theoretical framework that connects linguistic form, narrative
structure, and ideology. By emphasizing modality and viewpoint, this approach enables researchers to
examine how power relations and ideological meanings are constructed within narrative discourse. The
present study aims to analyze Ashghaldouni by focusing on narrative style, point of view, and ideological
representation based on Simpson’s model.

Background of Research

A review of existing studies indicates that no independent research has yet examined the narrative style,
point of view, and ideological representation in Gholamhossein Sa’edi’s Ashghaldouni based on Paul
Simpson’s critical stylistics. Nevertheless, several studies have addressed Sa’edi’s works and contemporary
Iranian fiction through structuralist narratology and discourse-oriented approaches.

1. Mehrnejad(2022) analyzed the works of Mostafa Khoraman using Gérard Genette’s narratological
framework, focusing on narrative structure and temporal organization.

2. Vahedi(2021) investigated the narratology of interconnected short story collections, emphasizing
structural coherence and narrative continuity.

3. Nabi-Zadeh Ardabili(2017) conducted a comparative study of Sa’edi’s and Alavi’s short stories
with an emphasis on narrative components and storytelling techniques.

4. Omrani(2016), drawing on Genette’s theory, examined narrative distance in the works of Sa’edi
and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

5. In addition, Kaviani(2015) analyzed the short story collection Ashofteh-Halan-e Bidarbakht based
on the theories of Genette and Tzvetan Todorov, focusing on narrative structure and genre
conventions.

6. Ramazani(2016) explored interdisciplinary approaches between literature and cinema, highlighting
narrative adaptation and cross-media analysis.

7. Shamsi(2013) examined magical realism in contemporary Persian literature, while Karimi(2009)
analyzed the historical development of the Iranian short story.

Despite the breadth of these studies, none has specifically addressed Ashghaldouni through the lens of Paul
Simpson’s critical stylistics. The absence of research focusing on modality, viewpoint, and ideological
discourse in this text highlights the necessity and originality of the present study.

Methodology

The present research adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on Paul Simpson’s critical stylistics. The
analysis focuses on narrative discourse rather than abstract plot structure. The story is divided into ten
sections, and narrative events are identified as basic analytical units.

The analysis is conducted across four levels of narrative point of view: temporal, spatial, psychological,
and modal. At the temporal level, narrative time is examined in terms of present narration, limited flashback,
and foreshadowing. At the spatial level, the narrator’s movement across narrative spaces and spatial
focalization are analyzed. The psychological level focuses on internal focalization and narrative frequency.
Finally, the modal level examines linguistic features such as evaluative adjectives, emotive expressions,
reporting verbs, imperatives, and modal constructions.

Quantitative analysis is used to identify the frequency of linguistic tools associated with different types of
modality. This combined qualitative and quantitative approach allows for a clear assessment of narrative
stance and ideological orientation.

Conclusion



The findings show that Ashghaldouni is predominantly narrated through a first-person point of view with
internal focalization and a linear temporal structure. The limited use of flashback and foreshadowing serves
explanatory and suspense-building functions without disrupting narrative coherence. Spatial repetition and
restricted movement emphasize the protagonist’s entrapment within a cycle of poverty and marginalization.

The modal analysis indicates the dominance of positive modality, characterized by confident evaluative
language and frequent use of imperative and reporting structures. This positive modality does not suggest
moral authority; rather, it reflects the internalization of survival-oriented logic within an oppressive social
system. Through this narrative strategy, practices such as blood-selling, bodily exploitation, and betrayal
are normalized and presented as rational responses to social conditions.

The study concludes that ideology in Ashghaldouni is constructed implicitly through narrative language
and point of view. Paul Simpson’s critical stylistics proves to be an effective framework for uncovering the
ideological dimensions of contemporary Persian narrative literature and offers valuable tools for the
analysis of similar texts.
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3 . Language, Ideology and Point of View
4 Reflector Mode
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