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Abstract

This article examines the conceptual correspondence between "God" and
"Nature" in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. In this research, an attempt has been made
to show that Ferdowsi symbolically placed natural elements such as spinning
wheel, sepehr, and star on the same level as God in her works and in a way,
she considers them to be manifestations of divine power in nature. For this
purpose, the method of textual analysis has been used and based on
comparative studies, Ferdowsi's works have been compared with the religious
teachings of Islam and ancient Greek philosophy. This article concludes that
Ferdowsi especially used the concepts of "nature" and "God" in the form of
symbols and manifestations in Shahnameh and introduced natural elements as
tools to establish cosmic order. Also, Ferdowsi has simultaneously benefited
from the teachings of Islamic monotheism and the naturalistic thinking of
ancient Greece. In opposition to some common beliefs of that time, she
introduces nature as a sign of divine power in the world and sometimes, under
the influence of those beliefs, considers "nature" as a god, without departing
from Islamic teachings in the field of monotheism.
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Introduction

The concept of "God" and its equivalents across various languages is a
familiar term to the rational human being; however, its meaning varies
significantly among individuals, religions, and philosophical schools. Within
the Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—that have
profoundly influenced Persian literary texts, there is a closer conceptual
affinity regarding the notion of God. In monotheistic religions, created
beings, due to their inherent deficiency, inevitably tend toward non-
existence and are considered creatures brought into being by the divine
command "Be" (kun). Consequently, the existence of this world is
contingently dependent on a will that initiates its creation (Sharif, 1983, Vol.
1: 603). Despite this, monotheists do not deny the capacity of language to
express transcendent realities; yet it is universally accepted among major
religions that describing the exalted essence of God in ordinary language is
impossible (Armstrong, 2006: 14). On the other hand, theological discourse
forms one of the foundational domains of wisdom and philosophy, wherein
each school introduces its conception of God with specific attributes and
ascribes particular actions to the divine. Differences in viewpoints concerning
divine attributes and actions have given rise to various and diverse
theodicies. Since the dawn of human thought on the origin of existence, the
concept and image of "God" have undergone significant transformations.
Early humans perceived nature and its constituents as deities dominating the
world—a perspective that was refined and theorized in ancient Greece. The
emergence of the Abrahamic religions, particularly Islam, transformed these
ideas by affirming the notion of a singular, unique, and unparalleled God
without partners (Quran, An-Nahl 16:36). However, the erasure or abrupt
removal of the nature-centric worldview, which dominated human mentality
for millennia, was neither easy nor sudden. Hence, traces of both
perspectives can be found in the transmitted views of sages, poets, and
writers during the Iranian-Islamic period. One of the wise poets in the realm
of Persian language, culture, and civilization is Ferdowsi of Tus. Although his
thought and language are deeply rooted in monotheistic-Islamic sources
(Narimani, 2007: 131), the concept of "Nature" is more or less paired and
conceptually corresponding to the notion of "God" in his works. Throughout
different historical periods, Persian poets have made the discourse on "God"
a central theme in their poetic compositions. The present study aims to
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examine and analyze the conceptual correspondence between "God" and
"Nature" through the historical section of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Moreover,
it seeks to revisit the philosophical and theological tendencies derived from
the ideas of Greek sages and philosophers, and to assess the influence of
their theological thought on the Shahnameh.

Literature Review

In the field of the concept of "God" in Persian literary texts, several studies
have been conducted in the form of theses and articles. For instance,
Sakhaavatzadeh (2011) in his master's thesis, titled The Evolution of the
Concept of God in the Khorasani and Intermediate Styles, examined the
semantic development of the concept of God in early Persian poetry.
Additionally, Ghaffari, Heydari Nouri, and Fallahi (2023) analyzed the
expressive and epistemological methods of representing the concept of
"God" in Hafez's poetry. Nevertheless, no comprehensive and coherent
research has yet addressed the conceptual correspondence between "God"
and "Nature" in Persian poetry, and none of the mentioned studies fully align
with the topic, method, and objectives of the present research. Therefore,
this study aims to fill this gap by focusing on Ferdowsi's Shahnameh with a
comparative approach.

Methodology

This research is based on library studies and content analysis. First, the views
of classical Greek philosophers and Islamic philosophers are introduced
according to reliable scientific sources. Then, concepts related to "God" and
"Nature" in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh are extracted, and verses affirming the
manifestation of "God" in "Nature" are identified. Finally, the conceptual
correspondence between these two terms is analyzed.

Conclusion

The results demonstrate that Ferdowsi uses natural elements such as the
celestial sphere, the sky, stars, and time not merely as natural phenomena
but as manifestations of divine will and order. These elements often function
equivalently to the concept of "God," playing roles such as governance,
judgment, and determining fate .
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The greatest frequency of this correspondence relates to celestial elements,
which represent the continuous movement of time and the cycle of destiny,
possessing a spiritually superior status compared to terrestrial elements. This
conception corresponds both to the climatic conditions and the mythological
mentality of ancient Iran, and to the naturalistic and rational outlook of
classical Greek philosophers.

Ferdowsi, while preserving the framework of Islamic monotheism, reflects a
cosmic and organizing rationality in his poetry, where the knowledge of God
is possible not through direct metaphorical comparison but through
understanding the lawfulness and harmony of the world. Therefore,
Ferdowsi’s influence by Greek rationality should be explained not as
historical borrowing but as a conceptual contemporaneity between divine
order, nature, and reason .

The Shahnameh embodies a synthesis of two theological tendencies—the
Ash‘ari and Mu‘tazili—meaning that nature is sometimes depicted under the
absolute will of God and sometimes understood within the framework of
reason, free will, and the world’s order.
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