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1. Introduction:

A healthy society is achieved when children grow up in a childlike environment and
transition into adulthood. From this perspective, child labor is one of the serious
issues that threatens the future of children and deprives society of having normal
citizens. According to the International Labor Organization’s (ILO) definition, child
labor can be considered as the exploitation of children. Given the global nature of
the multifaceted problem of child labor numerous governmental and non-
governmental organizations worldwide have addressed this issue from various
angles. ILO Conventions No. 138 and No. 182 emphasize the need for the
prohibition of child labor and the elimination of its worst forms.

In Iran, this issue has also been given attention and policymakers have developed
and implemented programs to address child labor and achieve a desired state.
Among the latest initiatives in this field is the Regulation for the Organization of
Street Children approved in 2005. Despite the implementation of the street children
organization program, the problem persists and the number of working children in
Iran has even increased. Therefore, it is essential to understand the barriers and
dysfunctions of child labor reduction policies in Iran.

Thus, considering the significance of this issue and its impact on the present and
future of children involved in the cycle of labor the present study aims to assess the
obligations outlined in the latest regulation and investigate whether these obligations
have been fulfilled and led to a reduction in child labor. It will also identify the
obstacles in implementing this regulation.
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2. Literature Review:

Various studies have been conducted on child labor addressing its social, economic,
and legal dimensions. Vameqi (2019) estimated the population of child laborers in
Iran, while the International Labor Organization (2022) examined the eradication of
child labor in Myanmar. This organization focused on various factors, including
attitudes toward child labor, related laws and the impacts of international
interventions. Additionally, Montiyaba et al. (2024) discussed child labor in cocoa
agriculture in the Global South. International organizations such as UNICEF in their
studies (2025) have addressed the global situation of child labor. Alves et al. (2025)
used meta-analysis to assess the impact of interventions on child labor.

At the national level, studies such as Naqgizadeh and Miveyan (2018) have
investigated actions in combating child labor. Furthermore, Naeini (2020) explored
the harms of child labor regulation policies in Iran. Other studies such as Moltafet et
al. (2021), examined the family and social conditions affecting child labor. Salarian
et al. (2022) critically assessed child labor reduction policies globally finding that
many of these policies have been unsuccessful. A common finding across these
studies is that child labor remains a persistent issue in both the world and in Iran.
This highlights the existence of barriers to the successful implementation of child
labor reduction policies. Despite the research conducted on the issue of child labor
no study has utilized the Decision-Accountability framework by StafleBeam to
assess the obstacles to reducing child labor. This study using Staflebeam's Decision-
Accountability theoretical framework, analyzes policy-making and aims to provide a
systematic depiction of the barriers to the implementation of policies specifically
focusing on the regulation for the organization of street children.

3. Methodology:

This study is qualitative and applied in nature, based on semi-structured interviews.
In this method data were collected through interviews with experts and managers
from organizations related to the issue of child labor. The interview questions were
based on the fundamental questions of the Staflebeam decision-accountability
evaluation approach. All interviews were recorded with the prior consent of the
participants and were transcribed for more precise analysis. The resulting data after
transcribing the interviews, were initially coded and related codes were categorized
into thematic groups.

4. Results and Discussion:
The results of this study utilizing the Staflebeam decision-accountability framework
revealed that the Regulation for the Organization of Street Children approved in
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2005, has failed to overcome three key obstacles economic, institutional and
political. At the economic level, inflation, unemployment, and the high proportion of
the informal economy in the livelihoods of low-income households reproduce the
demand for cheap child labor. At the institutional level the lack of sustainable
funding, absence of an integrated data platform, lack of research and development
and longitudinal and horizontal coordination issues among agencies indicate that the
existing model is more "project-oriented" than "problem-oriented."

5. Conclusion:

In conclusion, short-term support interventions and the lack of strengthening
household production capacity only result in the temporary displacement of children
between the streets, welfare centers and back to the streets.

Keywords: Street Children, Child Labor, Child Work, Welfare Organization,
Barriers
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