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Abstract

The indicative identity of the Nabi (Prophet) highlights the social and
propagational dimension of the prophet and emphasizes his
responsibility in conveying divine revelation to people. The present
article with a descriptive-analytical method is an answer to the
question that from the perspective of the Shaykh Mufid and Shaykh
Tusi, is a Nabi (Prophet), like a Rasul (Messenger), responsible for
conveying divine revelation or not? The purpose of the research is to
compare the viewpoints of the Shaykh Mufid and Shaykh Tusi, about
the necessity of conveying revelation by the Nabi (Prophet). Based on
the findings of this research Shaykh Tusi, based on the lexical
meaning of Nabi, believe that both a Nabi and a Rasul (Messenger)
have the same duty in conveying God’s message to the people. but,
Shaykh Mufid believes that the concept of Nabi has a more inclusive
and extensive, because the concept of Rasul is limited to having the
mission of conveying, while this condition is not included in the
definition of Nabi. Therefore, from Shaykh Mufid's perspective, the
term Nabi should be understood as the possessor of news and the
receiver of news, not the conveyer of news. this meaning does not
necessitate the promulgation of the news and conveying it to others,
and it is consistent with his interpretation of the generality of the Nabi
over the Rasul. The apparent meaning of verses such as (Al-
Bagarah:213, Al-Hajj:52, Maryam:51, Al-Furgan:31) casts doubt
upon Shaykh Mufid’s view regarding the generality (encompassing
nature) of the Nabi over the Rasul concerning the mission of
conveying divine revelation.
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Introduction

After the principle of monotheism, the issue of prophethood is one of
the most important pillars of the noble religion of Islam and plays a
decisive role in intellectual system and religious thought. Before
delving into discussions related to prophethood, Islamic theologians
have made efforts to provide a definition of a Prophet. Some of them,
when defining a Nabr and comparing it with a Rasil (Messenger),
believe that a prophet, like a Rasil, receives divine revelation but,
unlike a Rasil, is not obligated to convey divine news and messages
to the people. In contrast, another group of theologians believe that
there is no difference between a Nabi and a Rasil in terms of their
duty of proclamation, and both share the same role in conveying
divine revelation to the people. The present research, while examining
the views of Shaykh Mufid and Shaykh Tust regarding the definition of
a Nabi, analyzes his indicative identity and answers the question:
From the perspective of Shaykh Mufid and Shaykh Tiisz, does a Nabi
have the duty of propagation like a Rasul, and is he obligated to
convey divine revelation to the people, or not?

One of the effective components in realizing the concept of the
Nabr is the "indicative identity of the Nabi," which means that the
prophet, through a two-way relationship with the source of revelation
and its recipients, possesses the capacity to receive messages from
God and convey them to the people. The discussion of the Nabi's
indicative identity is derived from the discussion of the "mediatory
identity of the Nabi." That is, the prophet is an intermediary between
God and the people; on one side, he is connected to the source of
revelation and receives divine news and messages, and on the other
side, he is connected to the recipients of revelation and conveys the
divine messages to them. Therefore, prophethood is a two-way
relationship between "God and the prophet" and the "Prophet and the
people." In the definitions provided by the Shaykh Mufid and Shaykh
Tust for a prophet, terms have been used that clearly reveal the
mediatory identity of the Nabi. The expression "From God" (such as
"The informer from God" / "The conveyer from God" / "He informs
from God") refers to the position of receiving revelation and the
relationship between Almighty God and the prophet. Expressions like
"To the people” and "To creation” indicate the position of conveying
revelation and the relationship between the prophet and the people.

Shaykh Tiisi, by referring to the derivation of the word "Prophet”
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(Nabi) from "An Nubuwwah,” have used phrases like "Of elevated
status” in defining a prophet believe that the loftiness of the prophet's
rank and status is due to his connection with the source of revelation
and his acceptance of the responsibility of the mission, along with
enduring its hardships.

Literature Review

Various studies have been conducted regarding the difference between
Nabr and Rasul, including:

1. The article "The Prophet and the Messenger in the Thought of
Interpreters and Theologians: The Process of Evolution and Critique
of Views," written by Ourangi, Mehrizi, and Hojjati. This article, with
a historical-comparative approach, analyzes the opinions of
commentators and theologians across three periods: Early scholars,
later scholars, and contemporary scholars, and concludes that among
the later scholars, the tendency to consider prophethood (Nubuwwah)
more general than messengership (Risalah) is more prevalent, and the
difference between the two terms Rasil and Nabi is confined only to
the linguistic meaning of these two words.

2. The article "Investigating the Concept of "Prophet" and
"Messenger" in al-Mizan and Mafatih al-Ghayb Fakhr al-Din Razi,"
written by Hamid Malek Makan, Fatemeh Khansanami, and Shabanali
Khansanami. This research focuses comparatively on analyzing the
concept of Nabi and Rasiul from the perspectives of Fakhr Razi and
Allamah Tabataba’r. The findings of this research indicate that Fakhr
Razr  considers the relationship between prophethood and
messengership to be one of general to specific absolute, whereas,
according to Allamah Tabataba't, messengership is a specific attribute
in addition to prophethood, such that what is called Nabi from his
perspective is defined as Rasiul from Fakhr Razi’s viewpoint.
Although numerous studies have examined the distinction between the
two concepts of Nabi and Rasil, none of the previous studies have
analytically and comparatively investigated the views of Shaykh Mufid
and Shaykh Tiist regarding the indicative identity of the Nabi based on
the definitions provided by them. Therefore, the present research
offers a distinct approach compared to previous research by focusing
on the re-reading and precise analysis of the opinions of these two
prominent Imami theologians.
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Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.
For data collection, a library approach was employed, and for data
classification and citation, a documentary method was used. The
analysis method is qualitative content analysis, in which the views of
Shaykh Mufid and Shaykh Tiisi are compared with a comparative and
critical approach.

Conclusion

Shaykh Tiist attributes an equal status to the Nabr and the Rasil in
conveying and transmitting divine news and messages to the people.
However, Shaykh Mufid, who distinguishes between a Nabi and the
Rasul regarding the delivery of divine messages and considers the
Nabi broader than the Rasil in this respect and considering the
contrast he establishes between "Informing from God" and "Being
commissioned to convey God's commands and prohibitions we can
infer that what he means by "Informing from God" is not its common,
literal meaning of "Giving News" or "Delivering a message.” In this
case, the expression “al-Mukhbir ‘an Allah" in Shaykh Mufid’s
definition of a prophet must be understood as meaning the "Possessor
of news" rather than the "Giver of news". This is because "Mukhbir"
in the sense of "Possessor of news, or aware of news" does not
necessarily mean a conveyer or deliverer of news; it is a broader term.
That is, someone who possesses news may have the capacity to
convey it to others, just as he may not be a conveyer of those news
and messages to others. The apparent meaning of verses such as (al-
Bagarah: 213, al-Hajj: 52, Maryam: 51, al-Furgan: 31) casts doubt
upon Shaykh Mufid’s view regarding the generality (encompassing
nature) of the Nabi over the Rasal concerning the mission of
conveying divine revelation.

Keywords: Indicative identity, Shaykh Mufid, Shaykh Tusi, Nabi
(Prophet), Rasul (Messenger).
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