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Abstract

One of the criteria for classifying a sentence is the meaning, role, and function ofithe sentences.
An interrogative sentence is a type of this division in which the speaker expresses\it with the
intention of receiving an answer, rhetorical purposes, and other functions. An iaterrogative
sentence appears in different varieties of language. In traditional rhetoric, the.fnction of a question
that serves a purpose other than a direct answer is called a rhetorical question, In“linguistics, the
roles of such sentences are studied in Pragmatic Semantics. Inithis qualitative study, with the aim
of identifying the purposes and functions of rhetorical questiens.in contemporary Persian prose,
25 texts were examined including novels, stories, screenplays, néwspapers, and non-fiction books
and extracted types of rhetorical questions from thems We ¢Xtracted a total of 77 rhetorical
purposes from the studied texts, which show greater diversity in comparison with the purposes
mentioned in rhetoric books. These purposes are categorizéd into eight general groups as follows:
emotional questions, request-based (demand) questions, “persuasive—motivational questions,
confrontational—critical ~questions, emphatic—persu‘asive questions, evaluative—judgmental
questions, communicative questions, and philesophical questions. The findings of this study show
that in today's written language, interrogative sentences have gained a prominent presence with
new approaches in a range of different texts. Aecording to the classification of this research and
the selection of texts from various literary and non-literary texts, the most indirect functions of
these sentences are in the emphatic—Rer‘suasive, emotional, communicative, and confrontational-
critical categories, respectively.(This variety of functions is in line with the content of the selected
texts. The least role of intésrogative sentences is in the philosophical category, which shows that
the selected prose texts aresmostly written for a general audience.

1. Introduction
The sentence is the largestrand most complete unit of language in the sense that it conveys a message
fully and leaves us without expectation of further continuation. The primary purpose of every sentence is
to transmit a mesSage and meaning, and meaning can be examined from various perspectives. Semantics
is the scientific study of meaning in language, and such study can only be achieved through research into
different.varieties of language. One branch of semantics is pragmatic semantics (pragmatics). Pragmatic
semantics studies meaning in the course of language use within the process of communication among its
speakers; in other words, it examines the meaning of utterances.

2. Method
This study employing a qualitative method supported by quantitative data, analyzes and describes
the rhetorical questions under investigation. Purposeful samples were selected from contemporary
Persian prose texts, and rhetorical questions were extracted from these texts. After identifying the
intentions and functions of these questions, they were classified into related categories. In
examining the purposes of rhetorical questions in 25 selected texts, 77 rhetorical intentions were
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identified and categorized into eight general groups: emotional, request-based questions,
persuasive—motivational, contrastive—critical, judgment—evaluative, communicative, emphatic—
persuasive, and philosophical. In the present classification, however, questions were placed under
the subcategory representing their strongest intention based on contextual factors.

3. Analysis and Discussion

In rhetoric, within the branch of semantics, rhetorical questions are examined in the field of ma‘ani
. In contemporary Persian prose texts, this type of question serves multiple purposes and functions
and is therefore highly significant in influencing the audience. In this study, “intention” refers to a
specific and particular purpose, whereas “function” denotes a broader category ncompassing
several intentions.

S
4. Functions and Purposes of Rhetorical Questions

The rhetorical purposes and aims extracted from the selected texts, particularly narrative works,
reveal broader aspects of language use and sentence types. In this study, these purposes were
classified into eight functional categories based on their meaning. These functions include:
emotional questions, request-based questions, persuasive—motivationalequestions, contrastive—
critical  questions, emphatic—persuasive  questionls,  cvaltative—judgmental  questions,

communicative questions, and philosophical questions. .
S
S

5. Conclusion
A Y

The interrogative sentence is a communicative means for addressing and requesting from the
audience and request directed at the audience and is ot confined to a single variety of language;
it appears in colloquial, scientific, and|literary language alike. In contemporary prose texts,
rhetorical questions have gone beyond being merely a rhetorical device and have become a tool
for deeper communication betweenyWriters and their audience, reflecting a tendency toward
indirect, multilayered,fand thought-ﬁrovoking expression. The diverse functions and multiple
intentions of these questions distance the text from direct structures and activate the audience’s
thought and emotion‘in ways that simple declarative statements cannot. By creating tension within
the text, stimulating thésmind, and drawing the audience’s attention, these questions arouse the
reader’s curiosity to grasp the'intended meaning and purpose behind them.

Keywords: Rhetorical /question, Rhetorical Semantics, Pragmatic Semantics, contemporary
Persian,prose teXts, question purposes, classification of questions.
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