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Abstrac

The Narrated Attributes of "love", "pleasure™ and "anger", which are
used for God in the Quran and traditions, have created a great
doctrinal challenge, because their appearance is consistent with human
emotions and leads different schools of thought to disagree. Salafis
insist on superficial proof without quality, Ash'arites seek a middle
way of proof and interpretation, Mu'tazilites resort to purely figurative
interpretation. The need for research arises from contemporary
sectarian doubts in cyberspace and Salafi-Shiite scholarly debates,
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where Salafi proof without quality may lead to the idea of human
emotions for God. The existence of such differences threatens the
unity of the Ummah. The present study facilitates the scientific
dialogue between Islamic schools by conducting a comparative-
critical study of the Salafi and Imami views. It aims to compare and
evaluate the Salafi and Imami views of hadith interpretation by using
an analytical-critical method, while briefly examining the lexical and
interpretive views on the attributes under discussion, based on the
narrations of both sects. The results of the study show that the Salafi
hadith commentators prove that the mentioned attributes are real and
apparent for God. Accordingly, love is a true affection accompanied
by victory, and contentment is a lasting satisfaction without human
qualities. From the perspective of the Salafi commentators, anger is a
kind of voluntary punishment of God on servants that is not similar to
creation, but the Imami view considers love to be the manifestation of
God's pleasure in the satisfaction of His loved ones, and anger means
the temporary cessation of God's mercy. As a result, the Imami view,
while absolutely excluding God from human attributes, shows greater
compatibility with strong Quranic verses, narrations, and rational
reasons.

1. Introduction

According to Islamic theology, some divine attributes are directly
derived from the texts of the Quran and Hadith, and reason alone
cannot make a definitive judgment in proving or denying them. This
category is known as the descriptive attributes. The descriptive
attributes are those attributes with which God is described in the
appearance of religious texts; such as "Hand," "Face.” At first glance,
these attributes indicate physical and human meanings, and therefore
have always been a subject of controversy and interpretation among
theologians.

In this context, theologians have taken different approaches to
preserve the principle of distinction on the one hand and to observe
the appearance of the texts on the other. The Ash'arites seek a middle
way between tanziyyah and tashbiyyah, the Salafis, emphasizing
appearances, have considered any interpretation of the attributes of
Khabar as an innovation, and the Mu'tazilites turn to figurative



197 | Daftari et al.

interpretation. In contrast, the Imamites, based on the narrations of the
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and considering rational principles, are trying to
create a consensus between the appearance of the verses and the
principle of tanziyyah. The attributes of God, such as "Love",
"Pleasure”, and "Anger" in the Holy Quran and narrations, are among
the key concepts of Islamic theology. These attributes, which are
apparently consistent with human emotions, have always been a
subject of debate among the schools of theology and hadith, like other
attributes of Khabar. The present article, by critically analyzing the
views of hadith commentators, seeks to provide a coherent framework
for understanding these attributes in light of rational and narrative
principles. In the present era, with the spread of sectarian doubts in
cyberspace and theological debates between Salafi and Shiite
movements, a careful rereading of the divine literal attributes is
necessary. The Salafi approach to proving the absolute may help
create the image of human emotions in the divine essence.

Research Question(s)

1. How are the attributes of "Love", "Pleasure™ and "Anger" explained
in the Salafi and Imami hadith sources and hadith commentary, and
what are the main points of commonality and difference between the
views of these two schools in proving, interpreting or elaborating on
these attributes?

2. Based on a critical analysis of the Salafi and Imami hadith
commentary theories, which view of attributing these attributes to God
is more consistent with the Quranic, hadith and rational sources?

2. Literature Review

Although numerous studies have been conducted in this area,
including: 1. The article "Investigating the Nature of Divine Wrath
and Its Most Important Origins Based on the Verses of the Holy
Quran," written by Elaheh Javaheriannia and Mohsen Shahidi, Quran
Knowledge and Teachings Magazine: Based on the theories of
commentators, the authors have interpreted God’s wrath as His
distance and cutting off of His mercy from His servants, and then they
examine the causes and factors of this from the Quranic perspective,
but they have not specified the nature of Divine Wrath from a
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narrative perspective, and they do not analyze, criticize, or select the
theories of hadith commentators of both sects in this regard. 2. The
article "Semantic Recognition of the Words "Anger," "Ghazz" and
"Sakht" in the Holy Quran with an Interpretive Approach™ by Zahra
Narimani, Masoud Egbali and Majid Chehri, Journal of Quran and
Hadith Research, University of Tehran: The authors in this article,
using the method of lexical analysis and examining the position of
these words in the verses of the Quran from an interpretive and
contextual perspective, believe that each of these attributes has
different meanings in terms of being attributed to God, but they do not
examine these attributes in hadith communities, nor do they analyze,
criticize and evaluate the theories of Islamic hadith interpretation in
this regard. 3. The article "The Role of the Doctrine of Love in the
Relationships of God and Man from the Perspective of the Quran” by
Mojtaba Jalali, Hassan Saeedi, and Ali Taheri Dehnavi, Journal of
Epistemological Studies at the Islamic University: Based on the views
of commentators, the authors believe that God's love is a kind of
mercy, grace, and forgiveness towards His creatures and cannot be
defined within the framework of human emotions. On this basis, the
aforementioned researchers, while relying solely on the views and
commentators and not referring to the narrations and views of the
commentary of the hadith, mostly use an educational approach to
detail human duties towards such love.

3. Methodology

Accordingly, the present study uses a comparative-critical method.
Therefore, first, in addition to a brief lexical and interpretative study
of the attributes under discussion, as well as the explanation of the
views of Sunni hadith commentators, it analyzes and criticizes the
Salafi and Imami hadith interpretation theories based on narrated
narrations in hadith collections about the attributes of God's love,
pleasure, and wrath. Finally, the selected viewpoint about these
attributes is determined based on Quranic, narrational, and rational
evidence.
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4. Results

In the Salafi hadith sources and commentaries, the three attributes of
"Love," "Contentment™" and "Anger" are considered as true and fixed
attributes of God. Accordingly, these attributes are accepted as they
appear in the texts without revealing their nature, and any
interpretation in a figurative sense is considered a form of ignoring the
text. In this regard, "Love" expresses a kind of true attachment of God
to obedient servants and is the source of effects such as help and
success; "Contentment” is considered a sign of permanent divine
satisfaction and the highest degree of closeness to God, without being
similar to human satisfaction or reducible to "Reward"; and "Anger" is
also a real and voluntary verb that appears in the form of punishment.
In contrast, the Imami hadith commentaries consider these attributes
to be manifestations of the divine essence that is realized in the verb
attribute. Based on this view, "Love" is not a state of the soul, but
rather the outpouring of divine grace that manifests itself as a
manifestation of aesthetic qualities in the saints. "Satisfaction” also
appears in the satisfaction of the saints and, in the mystical view, is
considered a part of the aesthetic qualities of God. "Anger" in this
approach is closer to a figurative meaning and is generally understood
as a cessation or reduction of mercy and a kind of punishment
commensurate with the behavior of servants. Or it is a kind of
manifestation of God's glorious attributes in His saints. In any case,
Salafiyya insists on proof without qualification and refrains from
interpretation, while the Imamiyya, by using interpretations consistent
with verses and narrations, prevents these attributes from resembling
human feelings.

2) Critical analysis shows that the Imamiyya view in attributing these
attributes to God is more consistent with Quranic, narrative, and
rational sources. From a Quranic perspective, the Mugamaat require
absolute purity and unity of the essence, which is consistent with the
Imamiyyah interpretation of the attributes under discussion, but the
Salafiyyah’s proof of the apparent similarity preserves the danger of
misinterpreting similes and personifications, and ultimately weakens
the purity. From a narrative perspective, the hadiths of the impeccable
Imams (AS) deny attributes from human souls. From an intellectual
perspective, the simplicity of the essence and the lack of plurality or
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passivity are consistent with the unity of attributes in the Imamiyyah,
where attributes are the subject of investigation, the manifestation of
inherent perfection, wisdom, and voluntary punishment, but the
independence of attributes in the Salafiyyah may lead to plurality or
deficiency, which is incompatible with monotheistic unity. Therefore,
the Imamiyyah monotheism perfects the attributes, protects them from
similes and closure, and provides a basis for sectarian education and
unity; Salafism, although faithful to the outward appearance, remains
incomplete in its depth of Quranic, intellectual, and narrational
refinement.

Keywords: Narrated Attributes, Commentators of Hadith, Love of
God, Satisfaction of God, Wrath of God.
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