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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A pivotal theological debate in early Islam concerned the definitions
of Islam and Faith (*1man*). This discourse gained urgency following
the crisis of Hakamiyyat (Arbitration) and the secession of the
Khawarij from Imam Ali’s army. By equating major sins (*kabirah*)
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with apostasy (*kufr*), the Khawarij effectively excluded the majority
of Muslims from the fold of faith, while maintaining internal
communal tolerance. This radical stance prompted the emergence of
the Murji’ah, who decoupled outward deeds from the essence of faith,
asserting that actions do not fundamentally alter one’s spiritual
standing. Abu Hanifa, the influential Iraqi jurist and theologian—
whose views significantly shaped Maturidi doctrine—is notably
associated with Murji’ite thought. This research first elucidates the
ontological nature of Islam and Faith, their constituent pillars, and
related concepts such as gnosis (*ma‘rifah*) and the fluctuation of
faith. Subsequently, it examines these theological dynamics within
three seminal mystical texts: Ibn Khafif’s Al-I‘tigad, Mustamli’s
Sharh al-Ta‘arruf, and Abu Talib al-Makki’s Qiit al-Qulub.

2. Literature Review

The nature of Islam and faith, and their relationship, have been the
subject of several studies. For example, in their article “The
Conceptualization of Faith and Its Connection with Religious
Experience in Rim1’s Thought in the Masnav1” (2013), Haji Isma‘ili
and others examine the nature of faith and its relation to religious
experience in the Masnavi-yi Ma‘navi. Haydarpour and others, in “The
Relationship between Reason and Faith in the Masnavi” (2012), explore
the nature of reason and faith from Mawlana’s perspective and their
interrelation. Likewise, Faqihi, in “Faith and Islam in the Mystical
Texts of Persian Literature and Theological Thought” (2007), presents
the Sufis’ views on faith and then discusses the theological positions of
the Ash‘ariyyah, Mu‘tazilah, and Shi‘ah regarding the pillars of faith
and its conditions. Mehrabani and Haydari, in “The Sufi Form of
Knowledge and Faith” (2010), conduct a semantic analysis of faith and
knowledge from the perspective of the Sufis.
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3. Methodology
This article is written using a descriptive-analytical method, and its
data were collected through library research and computer software.

4. Results

Ibn Khafif, in accordance with the belief of Ahl al-Hadith, holds that
faith has three pillars: statement, deed, and intention. Consequently,
he accepts the increase and decrease of faith, since faith increases with
the increase of deeds and decreases with their decrease. In his view,
every believer is a Muslim, but not every Muslim is necessarily a
believer. His view is consistent with the well-known position of the
Imamiyyah and the Ash‘ariyyah, as well as with the beliefs of the
Murji’ah and Ahl al-Hadith. Ibn Khafif also distinguishes between
faith and knowledge; therefore, his view does not agree with that of
the Jahmiyyah, who held that faith consists only in knowledge of God
and His Messenger.

Abu Talib al-Makk, like Shaykh ‘Abd Allah Khafif, holds that faith
may increase and decrease. In line with the beliefs of Ahl al-Hadith,
he regards faith as consisting of both statement and deed. He also
accepts the possibility of faith disappearing from a believer; however,
he maintains that true faith, grounded in intuitive gnosis, 1is
imperishable. In this respect, his view is similar to that of “Allamah
Shubbar.

A synthesis of Abii Talib al-Makki’s discourse on faith and Islam
reveals that he occasionally treats them as synonymous, established
by the same rulings. Elsewhere, he characterizes faith as a subset of
Islam. Consequently, his position aligns with that of Khaja Nasir al-
Din al-Tiis1 and Shahid al-Thant among the Imamiyyah, as well as al-
Taftazani among the Ash‘ariyyah.

Mustamlt Bukhari, like Abii Talib al-Makk1, accepts the possibility of
faith’s disappearance and, consistent with Makki and Ibn Khafif,
distinguishes the concept of Islam from that of faith. Regarding the
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pillars of faith, his position diverges from Abi Bakr al-Kalabadhi—
who follows the Ahl al-Hadith—and aligns instead with Abt Hanifah
and the Maturidiyyah. The arguments Bukhari employs to refute the
Ahl al-Hadith are also found in Maturidi thought. Furthermore, unlike
Makki, Ibn Khafif, al-Kalabadhi, and earlier authorities such as
Junayd al-Baghdadt and Sahl al-Tustar1, Bukhar rejects the increase
or decrease of faith. He maintains that faith is essentially assent
(*tasdiq™), which, by definition, is not susceptible to fluctuation.
HujwirT’s discourse suggests that, like Mustamlt Bukhari, he regards
faith as consisting of both statement and deed; thus, his view on the
nature of faith aligns with that of Abt Hanifah.

6. Conclusion

Ultimately, Ibn Khafif, al-Makki, and Mustamli Bukhari all
emphasize the distinction between Islam and faith, viewing Islam as
distinct from faith, while faith serves as the inner dimension of Islam.
This perspective likely stems from the Sufi doctrine that religion
comprises shari‘ah, tariqah, and haqiqah: where shari‘ah represents
the outward 'shell,’ tariqah the inner spiritual path, and haqiqah its
ultimate fruit. Consequently, the mystical conception of faith diverges
from views that reduce it to the mere recitation of the two testimonies
(*shahadatayn®*) or outward adherence to shari'ah. Instead, mystics
define faith as a state of certainty arising from the performance of
religious obligations, acts of worship, and the avoidance of
prohibitions—a process that ultimately leads to the station of intuition
(*shuhtid*). In conclusion, the theological positions of the mystics
examined in this study align with Sunnt orthodoxy (*Ahl al-Sunnah
wa-l-Jama‘ah*), particularly the Ahl al-Hadith and certain Ash‘arites,
while in specific instances, they converge with the views of Abi
Hanitfah, the Maturidis, or certain Imami theologians.

Keywords: Islam, faith, cognition, theology, mysticism.
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