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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Among the poets of the sixth century AH, Khagani Shervani stands out
as a prominent figure whose poetry oscillates between the realms of
reason and mysticism, as well as reflection and experience. Despite
his distinguished position in Persian literature, most extant studies
have examined Khaqgani’s Sufism primarily from linguistic or didactic
perspectives, paying limited attention to the practical function of his
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thought within his Sufi mode of life. However, in his Divan, Tohfat
al-Iraqayn, and Manshat, concepts such as seclusion (khalwa),
withdrawal (uzla), love (ishq), poverty (fagr), and annihilation (fana)
are not merely abstract notions but lived experiences that directly
shape the poet’s actions, existence, and worldview.

Conversely, in William James’s philosophy, pragmatism serves as a
method for interpreting truth based on the practical consequences of
beliefs. James does not regard truth as an absolute entity but rather as
a function of experience, evaluating the validity of a belief by its
impact on individual and social life. Accordingly, the question arises
whether Khaqani’s Sufism, at the level of lived experience and
thought, can be interpreted through the lens of William James’s
pragmatist principles.

The central question of this study is the extent to which Khaqani’s
Sufism, based on James’s pragmatist logic, can be interpreted as a
lived and functional system—one in which faith and mysticism
transcend the realm of abstract concepts to manifest within the domain
of action and experience.

Research Question

To what extent can Khaqani’s Sufism be elucidated through William
James’s pragmatist logic and conceptualized as a lived system of
“practical truth of belief,” wherein mystical concepts are validated by
their experiential and existential consequences?

2. Literature Review

Research on Khaqgani can be broadly classified into two primary
approaches:

The first group comprises scholars who view him as a poet deeply
inclined toward mysticism, considering his thought to be
fundamentally aligned with the tenets of Sufism. Notable among them
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are Mir Jalal al-Din Kazzazi (Rokhsar-e Sobh, 1989), Seyyed Ali-
Asghar Mirbaqgeri-Fard (Ganj-e Fagr, 2003), Farideh Davoodi-
Moghadam (Piramin-e Erfan-e Khagani, 2005), Mohammad Reza
Torki (Sar-e Sokhanan-e Naghz-e Khagani, 2019), and Saeid
Mahdavi-Far (Khagani-nameh, 2021). These studies present Khagani
as a conscious and reflective Sufi who traversed the path of poverty,
annihilation (fana), and detachment from worldly concerns,
interpreting his teachings as the fruition of lived experience rather
than mere poetic artifice.

In contrast, another group of researchers perceives Khagani’s
engagement with Sufism as primarily linguistic, symbolic, or even
critical in nature. This perspective is championed by scholars such as
Badiozzaman Forouzanfar (Sokhan va Sokhansaran, 2008), Ghaffar
Kandali Harisichi (Khaqani of Shirvan: His Life, Times, and
Environment, 1995), Nasrollah Emami (4rmaghan-e Sobh, 1996),
Abdolhossein Zarrinkoub (Didar ba Ka'‘beh-ye Jan, 2000),
Masoumeh Ma’dan-kon (Erfan-e Khagani, 2001), Masoumeh Pir (4
Comparative Study of the Poetry and Thought of Sanai and Khagani,
2013), and Khoda Virdi Abbaszadeh and Zahra Youseflu (Dar Iglim-
e Del, 2022). These scholars argue that Khaqani adopts a critical
stance toward institutional Sufism, contending that his approach is
more epistemological and rational than practical or initiatory.
Accordingly, the present study aims to reinterpret the practical
teachings of Khaqani’s Sufism through an analytical and comparative
approach, in light of William James’s pragmatist criteria of truth.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative analytical approach, framed by
William James’s pragmatism. The research data were collected
through systematic induction from Khaqani’s poetic and prose works,
as well as historical accounts in classical biographical anthologies
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(tadhkira* literature). Accordingly, the primary textual sources
include Khaqani’s Divan (Zia al-Din Sajjadi’s critical edition, 2003;
with occasional references to Ali Abdolrasouli’s edition, 1978, for
specific quatrains), Manshat-e Khaqani (edited by Mohammad
Roshan, 1983), and Tohfat al-‘Iraqayn (edited by Yahya Qarib, 1980),
alongside relevant early biographical sources.

In the first stage, Khaqani’s poetry and prose were examined to extract
verses and passages with Sufi or mystical connotations. From these
instances, the final corpus was selected based on two criteria:

e Explicit or implicit indication of Sufi practice or action;

e Reference to individual or social outcomes or utility.

Additionally, relevant historical accounts from biographical sources
were collected to facilitate triangulation with external evidence.

In the second stage, the selected data were coded via qualitative
content analysis. With the individual verse or prose passage as the unit
of analysis, each was examined through three axial codes: outcome,
utility, and domain of realization. These categories, derived from
William James’s pragmatist framework, respectively denote the
mystical outcomes, practical benefits, and the contextual domains in
which such effects emerge within Khaqani’s Sufi life-world.

In the third stage, the findings were mapped onto key concepts of
Jamesian pragmatism. Finally, the data were synthesized into a
comprehensive analytical table to demonstrate how each Sufi teaching
in Khaqgani’s works yields practical and experiential effects, thereby
fulfilling the pragmatist criteria of truth.

4. Conclusion

This study reinterprets Khaqani’s Sufism in light of William James’s
pragmatism. The findings indicate that, contrary to traditional
interpretations, Khaqgani’s thought is not merely an abstract system of
mystical concepts but an experiential and functional system of 'lived
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faith.' Within this framework, truth is manifested not in propositions
but through outcomes, utility, and domains of realization; a belief is
thus considered true insofar as it yields effects within the
psychological, behavioral, and social dimensions of life.

The first section demonstrates that Khaqani, much like James, locates
the truth of a belief in its 'fruits.' Sufi teachings acquire meaning only
insofar as they lead to existential, cognitive, or ethical
transformations. At this level, faith emerges as a transformative force,
fostering tranquility, unified perception, and a coherent mode of
existence.

The second section analyzes the practical utility of doctrinal elements.
Here, Sufi beliefs find their criterion of truth in their 'function': the
alleviation of greed and anxiety, mental clarity, soul purification, and
spiritual development. From this perspective, faith functions as an
instrument for structuring experience, remaining true insofar as it
'works' and elevates the individual toward a higher personal or social
state

The third section examines the domain of realization, where
Khagani’s Sufi teachings are embodied in practice. Faith manifests
across multiple dimensions: ontologically, as spiritual nobility and
transcendence; epistemologically, as unity and spirituality; and
ethically, as purity and compassion. Within these domains, meaning
is transferred from mind to life, and the truth of belief becomes
concrete through human action.

Accordingly, Khaqani’s Sufism may be characterized as a form of
'mystical pragmatism'—a system in which Sufi belief derives its
validity not from correspondence with an external reality, but from its
continued fruitfulness and functional efficacy. Like William James,
Khagani seeks truth not in fixed essences but in the lived power of
action.



Fall & Winter 2026 | Vol. 4 | No. 8 | Mysticism in Persian Literature | 270

Ultimately, Khaqani emphasizes the consequences of Sufi beliefs,
often articulating their benefits through implicit or overarching terms
such as 'spiritual attainment' and 'kingship.' This tendency reflects
both the inherent limitations of language in conveying mystical states
and a potential for deliberate discretion regarding esoteric truths
within Sufi discourse.

Keywords: Sufism, Khagani, Pragmatism, William James.
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