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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Comparative literary analysis enables a deeper understanding of how
concepts are represented and reinterpreted across diverse linguistic
and cultural contexts. The adaptation of mystical ideas for young
readers is especially significant, as adolescents are often unfamiliar
with the language and style of classical mystic texts and usually

require semantic localization to comprehend abstract concepts.
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This qualitative study examines three adaptations of “Attar's The
Conference of the Birds—one in Persian, one in Turkish, and one in
English—each written for a young audience with the aim of conveying
mystical concepts to a new generation. The research explores
similarities and differences in textual structure, linguistic features and
register, narrative style, content transformation, and visual semiotics
(including color, calligraphy, and illustrations). The findings indicate
that each version employs a distinct strategy for meaning-making: The
Persian adaptation remains highly faithful to the classical literary style
of the source text; the Turkish version prioritizes simplified language
and narrative fluidity to align with contemporary youth discourse; and
the English adaptation introduces more extensive content
modification to communicate mystical concepts to modern adolescent
readers. The Persian and Turkish versions demonstrate closer
alignment in cultural and linguistic components due to a shared
Islamic cultural heritage. Across all three versions, the transmission
of mysticism is achieved not only through lexical and narrative
adaptation but also through an integrated semiotic system combining

verbal and visual elements.
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and cultural contexts. The adaptation of mystical ideas for young
readers is especially significant, as adolescents are often unfamiliar

with the language and style of classical mystic texts and usually
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require semantic localization to comprehend abstract concepts.
This qualitative study examines three adaptations of ‘Attar's The
Conference of the Birds—one in Persian, one in Turkish, and one in
English—each written for a young audience with the aim of conveying
mystical concepts to a new generation. The research explores
similarities and differences in textual structure, linguistic features and
register, narrative style, content transformation, and visual semiotics
(including color, calligraphy, and illustrations). The findings indicate
that each version employs a distinct strategy for meaning-making: the
Persian adaptation remains highly faithful to the classical literary style
of the source text; the Turkish version prioritizes simplified language
and narrative fluidity to align with contemporary youth discourse; and
the English adaptation introduces more extensive content
modification to communicate mystical concepts to modern adolescent
readers. The Persian and Turkish versions demonstrate closer
alignment in cultural and linguistic components due to a shared
Islamic cultural heritage. Across all three versions, the transmission
of mysticism is achieved not only through lexical and narrative
adaptation but also through an integrated semiotic system combining

verbal and visual elements.

Research Questions
This research addresses the following questions:
1. How are foundational mystical concepts transformed during

adaptation for young readers?
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2. What techniques are employed to render these concepts accessible
to children and adolescents?

3. Which elements of the original are retained, and which are omitted
or reshaped?

4. How do the Turkish and English versions prioritize or overlook
narrative and semantic dimensions of the text?

5. How do these transformations influence the adolescent reader’s

reception of ‘Attar’s mystical message?

2. Literature Review

A review of previous scholarship reveals that existing studies have
primarily focused on either lexical-level translation or visual
reinterpretation of ‘Attar's work. None has yet undertaken a three-way
comparative analysis of the Mazinani (Persian), Zarifoglu (Turkish),
and Lombard (English) adaptations for young readers. Prior works
either restrict their scope to a single translation or examine only one
layer of the text—Iexical, stylistic, or iconographic—without
combining them. The present study fills this gap by simultaneously
considering structural, linguistic, and content-related transformations

while also emphasizing the particular needs of a younger audience.

3. Methodology

This article conducts a qualitative analysis of the original Persian text
alongside abridged adaptations in Persian, Turkish, and English. The
study explores how mystical concepts are altered through rewriting

and translation for adolescent audiences.
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4. Results

Applying Skopos theory demonstrates that all three versions maintain
sufficient internal coherence for their intended audiences to grasp the
essential narrative without reference to the original text. However, the
Persian adaptation shows reduced cohesion compared to the Turkish
and English versions due to its high degree of fidelity to the classical
structure and style. The Turkish and English versions, by contrast,
strengthen textual cohesion through simplification, reordering, and
contextual explanation tailored to younger readers. These strategies
are justified within functionalist translation theory, which prioritizes
the communicative purpose of the adaptation over strict textual

loyalty.

5. Conclusion

The comparative analysis of the Persian, Turkish, and English
versions of The Conference of the Birds reveals that adapting mystical
literature for young audiences is a multilayered interpretive process
shaped by interactions among language, culture, and visual semiotics.
The Persian version preserves classical form and cultural authenticity
but imposes higher cognitive demands on adolescent readers. The
Turkish adaptation strikes a balance between narrative accessibility
and mystical depth through simplification and culturally embedded
visual symbolism. The English version adopts a more interpretive and
intercultural strategy, prioritizing conceptual clarity for modern youth
over strict fidelity to the source text.

The study concludes that the most effective mystical adaptations for
young readers are those that successfully harmonize fidelity to the

source text with functional relevance in the target culture—especially
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through the integration of linguistic register, narrative restructuring,

and meaningful visual elements.

Keywords: ‘Attar; The Conference of the Birds; Adaptation;

Abridgement; Rewriting; Semiotics.
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“Madem nice derin sirlara sahipsin, o halde kendini Hakk

991

isine ver
(Zarifoglu, 2020: 22).
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O Peygambere boyle olduktan sonra senin halin nice olur.
“Gel dag sevdasindan, miicevher sevdasindan geri dur.”
demis?

(Zarifoglu, 2020: 29) .
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Bunlar1 dedikten sonra, Hiidhiid basladi Padisah
Simurg’u 6vmeye!
(Zarifoglu,2020: 23).

Sl 1y Glalaz ol 5 ¢ b 05T &lg 51 drs 55 3,0 5 0lidl s Col&s 5 L
S Sl o.\; wlsl Cl};«u‘ Lo
Bu hikayeyi dinleyince, biilbiil aklin1 bagina toplamas,

geri dénmekten vazgegmis?
(ibid: 25)
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Yalniz biilbiil mii? Daha bir¢oklar1 Padisah’a giden yolun
zorlugundan dem vurup geri dénmek istemis’
(Ibid: 25)
Llst s (Ibid: 26) 345 e 6Ll Glaker g3l 0L 51 waslb Okwls OLL 3 L
AT om0 5 ooy 5 Cblen b 8508 @ Dglite (63 4515 Loty 55 5L Ozl
-LS@JJ.&:J‘)s_ﬁbbub‘bu)‘jdb\b&b).b))”&a&d‘g
Peki buna ne desin Hiidhiid? Fakat yiice sirlar sahibi o.

Ondan s6z yagm yagm*
(ibid: 28)
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Baska bir diyecegi olan var m1? diye seslenince bakmis
ki Aliiveyik, Puhu kusu, kuyruksala
(Ibid: 31)
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1 “Acaba o kagitlarda ne yaziliydi? Su hikayeyi dinle de bunu anla...”
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Allah’a say1s1z minnetler, hamdii senalar olsun. O yardim
etti de kapilar acild1 bu kitabin yazilip bitirilmesini nasip
etti’
(Ibid: 103)
e olae (155 05 5 S Olen b 20 ki 35 0L 51 (llan i Olion s 31
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(Zarifoglu. 2020:24)
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Fakat Hiidhiid, bir nasihat ve bir hikaye ile onu da geri
kalmaktan vazgegirmis. (Ibid: 25). Ve ona da bir hikaye
anlatip dediklerini daha iyi anlamasini saglamis?

(Ibid: 28)
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Bunlari tek tek anlatmak ¢ok zaman alir. Hiidhiid, 6ziirleri

bir bir terk ettirmis. Her soruya bir giizel cevap uydurmus!

(Ibid: 35)
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Bir mezarci varmis. Omrii boyunca mezar kazmis. Bir
giin demis ki'
(Zarifoglu, 2020: 47)
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(ibid: 47)
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Iste oradaki kuslarin hepsi de o pervane gibi Simurg’un
askiyla eridiler?
(Zarifoglu, 2020: 95)
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G ST 53 s Glaadend 5 5lae 20 53 (e gl ol Clae ol 5 s
2 Sl e 534S Sl 533557 oo wlgy 5 S (0 03,5 Lo 4y g5, il ko
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1 late one moonless night in a far cornerof the world.

2 Perhaps I’ll go another night (ibid: 10).

3 1 care not for long trips. I am quite happy in my pond. Perhaps I’ll go another
night.”“But don’t you know that tomorrow May never come your way? And is your
life in this small pond As merry as you say?“So do not let this laziness Destroy this
golden chance. Release its hold upon you now,And to your King advance!”The duck
stared at the reflection of clouds sailing in the still waters of his pond. Even the clouds
seemed to advance with purpose. “What if the hoopoe is right?” he pondered, “a
chance like this, a chance to meet a loving, majestic King. I have to go.I must go. I
must go now (Lumbard. 2012: 10).
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As the skies grew darker the tiny finch trembled with a

mighty fear!
(Lumbard.2012: 19)
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2 A hush came over the crowd when the bird with blacktipped feathers on her head
and a sacred prayer inscribed upon her beak stepped forward
3 And though the quest is long and hard, You’ll never be the same
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1 Senin ekmegini yiyip

2 Senin sofrandayim

3 Miisliimanlik nurundan

4 Saskinlik girdabinda

5 Bogulmaktan kurtar, suyun i¢inden ¢ek ¢ikar
6 IMan beyrgai

7 Canini ayna yap

8 Tevbe kapisi daima agik
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“Denizden kim gimdiye kadar vefa gormiis? Kim 6lmiis?
Nice gemileri girdaplarinda alabora edip yutup? Onda

huzur yok ki ondan huzur gelsin sana?”
(Zarifoglu, 2023: 32)
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1 Felek bas asag1 donmiis bir legene benzer
2 Bu denize binlerce can diisiip

3 Kendi Yusuflarini kuyulara atmislar

4 Cennet... bir kii¢iik bahge sayilir
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(Zarifoglu, 2023: 42). osle o e
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“Cihanin ¢evresi senin yiiziinden giizel kokularla doldu” rerlis 5
(Zarifoglu, 2023: 100) e
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Oeendy (BVV0 AYVAY llee) (sl 300 slas s (e 2,0 osls T
(Zarifoglu, 2023: 102) @18 adam) < le L S 5 2o 53 & 50
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“Para sevdasi bedeninde baska bir can olmus.” S
(Zarifoglu, 2023: 48) i
b oy
. . ' x5
Sobe b 4 S Ol 4 0 3 M ie A La oble S5 Gwéb]:
o e
Y00 i NYAY (lae) (s3LSL) Cosle dansy 55 55 Ghe O JRe 055 ealis 5 03l
CM..:J)w«geﬂjnjlQ:;hdjosﬁ}:dn;;)ppg_,JG):(Yo'h) b

(S 0,8 &l dex (Zarifoglu, 2023: 57) el

Tsl s e K5l e ded) S 4 (FYTY AYAY las)

1 “Onun yolunda temizlik; neyin var, neyin yoksa onlardan temizlenmekle olur.”
“Allah yolunda temizlik nasil olur?” diye sordu.
2 Hepsi bir tek gomlekten bas ¢ikarir.



(@b b S @ e Slewl s (Zarifoglu, 2023: 87)
AT TAY las)

“Yedi deniz orada bir legen su gibi kalir.”
(Zarifoglu, 2023: 84)
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The duck stared at the
reflection of clouds sailing in =~ > sbrs eslee 2 0L 51 eslixal
the still waters of his pond.
Even the clouds seemed to
advance with purpose’ o Slebio &35 8 s
(Lumbard, 2012: 13).
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“Dearest friend, you’ll fly

lik.e the wind 5 5l 0L a4 S oS S5

With strength and ease and o i

more. 5053 Lol en g5k

Jusl:lput aside those chains of ol s a1 T 1SS e sla S seaS ol
20 " e

And let your spirit soar! 03 4 Lol o e Sl

“Soar on to the King, the Abrams and) T35 Gl s
crown jewel, :

And then you’ll truly see (Harpham, 2013: 220
That nothing is as beautiful
As His grand Majesty.
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“So do not let rich

attachments

Destroy this golden chance.

Release their hold upon you

now,

And to your King advance
(Lumbard, 2012: 16)

12

(Lumbard, 2012: &, L
23)
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Like curtains on a stage, the mist
parted. With lowered heads and racing
hearts, the birds completed their

journey.
(Lumbard, 2012: 41)
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The skies were bright and the water
below sparkled like liquid turquoise.
33) (Lumbard, 2012:
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To Him, your hearts are like this lake
Reflecting in His glow "But none of us
could ever see His light of truth
within,Unless the mirror of the heartls
free of dust and sin.

(Lumbard, 2012: 43)
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Dearest friend, you’ll fly like the wind , A 5 Ll g B ol a8 oy

With strength and ease and more Just PP R T
put aside those chains of gold And let S e =
your spirit soar !"Soar on to the King, T e

the crown jewel
(Lumbard, 2012: 16)
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