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Abstract

The re-correction of ancient texts possesses scientific validity only when
undertaken with systematic precision, reliance upon authoritative sources,
and the explicit aim of resolving the deficiencies and ambiguities present in
prior editions, thereby rendering a text approximating the author's original
wording accessible to researchers. In accordance with this principle, the
present study was conducted to examine the validity and accuracy of Iraj Gol
Sorkhi's correction of the Divan of Kamal al-Din Khojandi, a distinguished
poet of the eighth century AH. The research employed the library method
alongside the method of textual comparison and contrast—both fundamental
approaches in codicological and manuscript studies. Gol Sorkhi's corrected
text was compared with two original manuscripts (numbered 264 and 266)
held in the library of the Shahid Motahari High School. The data derived
from this comparison, encompassing discrepancies in transcription, semantic
interpretation, and other variables, were subjected to examination and
interpretation via qualitative content analysis (Sarmadi, 1378, p. 207).
Analysis of the data revealed that the aforementioned correction exhibits
numerous structural and substantive deficiencies, including erroneous
transcription of words, neglect of authoritative manuscript witnesses,
orthographic errors, and misinterpretation of poetic verses. The substantial
divergences between this correction and the original manuscripts exceed
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acceptable parameters and have consequently undermined its scientific
credibility. Thus, the production of a new correction grounded in the
principles of manuscript studies and drawing upon original sources
constitutes an undeniable scholarly necessity—one that may furnish a
foundation for more precise and reliable inquiry within the field of Persian

poetry.

Keywords: Kamal al-Din Khojandi, Correction of Ancient Texts, Iraj
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Introduction

Sheikh  Kamal al-Din  Masoud Khujandi, known as "Sheikh
Kamal," is one of the prominent poets and mystics of the 8th
century AH who, through the employment of a delicate language
and profound thought in Islamic mysticism, has secured a lasting
place in the history of Persian literature. He was born in the eatly
part of this century in Khujand, Transoxiana, and after
performing the pilgrimage to Mecca, took up residence in Tabriz.
His presence in this city was accompanied by the patronage of
Sultan Hossein Jalayeri. Kamal Khujandi not only held a lofty
position in Sufi conduct, asceticism, and spiritual guidance but
also found a distinct exptession in the domain of poetry with a
fluent nature and rhythmic language; to the extent that some of
his contemporaries, due to the similarity of his style to that of
Hassan Dehlavi, called him "the thief of Hassan Dehlavi" (Safa,
1994: 197).

Kamal's Divan comprises hundreds of lyrical ghazals, several
fragments (git'at), and quatrains (robaiyyat), encompassing a total
of approximately eight thousand verses. However, despite the
importance of this Divan in the discourse of Persian mysticism
and the ghazal, a thoroughly scientific edition based on
codicological principles is still lacking. Numerous manuscripts of
Kamal's Divan exist, but these copies often face issues
concerning the recording of vocabulary, the order of ghazals, and
even the correct understanding of themes.



Meanwhile, the edition by Iraj Golsorkhi, which has been
introduced in recent vyears as the most comprehensive and
accurate printed version of the Divan, despite the editot's
valuable efforts, has been subject to numerous criticisms from
researchers. Golsorkhi has mentioned approximately four times
in the introduction to his edition that he has taken manuscript no.
266 from the library of the Shahid Motahari Higher School as his
base text and refrained from altering it. This article is written with
the aim of examining the accuracy and reliability of this edition
and seeks to highlight the weaknesses

in  Golsorkhi's edition by relying on two authoritative
manuscripts (nos. 264 and 266 from the library of the Shahid
Motahari Higher School), thereby emphasizing the necessity of
producing a new, scientific edition based on codicological
principles.

Research Background

Up to the time of writing this article, the only independent
critique specifically examining Iraj Golsorkhi's edition of Kamal
Khujandi's Divan is an article by Gahreman Soleymani titled "A
Misshapen Garment on the Stature of Kamal Khujandi" (Jame-ye
Bi-Andam bar Qamat-e Kamal-e Khujandi), published in the
journal Iran-Shenakht. In this study, the author examines the
contradictions, linguistic ambiguities, and orthographic
deficiencies in Golsorkhi's edition. However, due to the lack of a
systematic ~comparison of manuscripts, his critique remains
largely confined to the printed text and has failed to provide the
necessary codicological support. (Soleymani, 1996: 287-308).

Alongside this critique, another record of Golsorkhi's practice
should be mentioned, which Dr. Mohammad Amir Jalali has
addressed in his article "Mir Seyed Ali Hamedani and the
Hermeneutic Reading of Hafez's Poetry." Amir Jalali considers
the book Sharh-e Moradate Hafez az Mir Seyed Ali Hamedani
(1994) to be an instance of academic plagiarism, in which
Golsorkhi republished the content of Dr. Mohammad Riyaz's
book with minor changes, without acknowledging the source. He
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states that this work, besides lacking scholarly wvalue, contains
incorrect and misleading information that leads Hafez scholars
into error. (Amir Jalali, 2016: 93-120).

Given this critical background, the present article not only
does not claim to be flawless but, emphasizing the inherent
limitations of any research, has endeavored, through a more
precise methodology and a more balanced approach, to take a
modest step towards a more scientific evaluation of the edition of
Kamal Khujandi's Divan. By relying on a comparative
examination of the printed text and the two base manuscripts,
this research seeks to more accurately assess the recording of
vocabulary, the structure of the Divan, and the editor's fidelity to
the original sources. It is evident that the findings of this article,
like those of any other research, may be revised and
supplemented in light of new evidence and new manuscripts, and
the authors welcome this. Ultimately, the present article hopes to
fill the codicological gap in previous critiques while paving the
way for more comprehensive and critical research in this field.

Methodology

This research has been conducted using a library-based method and a
method of text comparison and collation, organized on the basis of a
comparative collation between Iraj Golsorkhi's edition and the two
manuscripts he used (nos. 264 and 266 from the Shahid Motahari Higher
School). In the first stage, a selection of ghazals and verses, chosen
selectively but purposefully, was extracted from various sections of the
Divan. Subsequently, by directly referring to the images of the
aforementioned manuscripts, instances of discrepancy in the recording
of vocabulary, omissions or additions of verses, syntactic and semantic
errors, and dislocations in the order of poems were extracted and
analyzed. The collection of information and sources was carried out
through library research and note-taking from relevant written materials.

Discussion and Conclusion

Despite Iraj Golsorkhi's emphasis in the introduction to his edition on
his complete fidelity to manuscripts no. 264 and 266, as well as his use of
the Shidfar print, the results of this research demonstrate that, in



practice, this claim has not been realized. A precise comparison of his
printed text with the base manuscripts reveals inefficacy in the reading of
verses, incorrect recordings, and a disregard for codicological evidence.
These weaknesses become more significant when examining Golsorkhi's
record in his other work (Sharh-e Moradate Hafez az Mir Seyed Ali
Hamedani, accompanied by the original manuscript in the hand of
Mohammad Golandam); there, through obstinate alt

erations and blatant imitation of the work of Dr. Mohammad Riyaz, he
has disregarded the basic principles of research and scholatly integrity.
Such an approach indicates that the deficiencies in his edition of Kamal's
Divan are not merely errors in reading manuscripts but rather a sign of a
lack of methodological foundation and research ethics in his work.
Therefore, Golsorkhi's edition, due to its disregard for both the scientific
and ethical aspects, cannot serve as a reference text for Kamal scholars.

Given the prominent position of Kamal al-Din Khujandi in the
history of Persian mystical poetry, the necessity of producing an
accurate, well-documented edition based on codicological principles is
felt more than ever. Such an edition must be carried out utilizing all
available and authoritative manuscripts, based on scientific criteria and a
critical approach. This undertaking can not only provide the groundwork
for more precise literary and spiritual studies concerning this poet but
also constitutes an effective step in reviving one of the valuable texts of
Persian mysticism.
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