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Abstract

Ellipsis, as a literary device, refers to the omission or reduction of words in a
text without distorting its meaning. This technique aims to achieve brevity,
avoid redundancy, and maintain textual cohesion. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach, this study examines ellipsis mechanisms in three
categories—nominal, verbal, and clausal—in the Arabic novel al- ‘Atr al-
Faranstby Amir Taj al-Sir and its Persian translation by Mohammad
Hezbaeizadeh. The data consist of 142 instances of ellipsis, analyzed through
structural sentence analysis and categorized according to Halliday and
Hasan’s (1976) and Persian Grammar by Anvari and Givi (1997). theoretical
framework. The results indicate that employing the omission technique
contributes to the fluency, conciseness, reduction of redundancy, and
comprehensibility of the translated text. The findings reveal that in the
selected novel, nominal omission is the most frequently used strategy, while

verbal omission occurs with the least frequency. The translator, when dealing



with omission mechanisms, occasionally strikes a relative balance between
fidelity to the source text and fluency in the target language across certain
components. By relying on contextual cues and omitting repetitive sections,
the translator enhances the fluidity of the translation. However, in some
instances, the translator refrains from omitting redundant contextual cues,

resulting in verbosity in the text.

Keywords: Ellipsis, Nominal, Verbal, Clausal, Translation, a/-*Atr al-

Faransi.

1. Introduction

Ellipsis, as a grammatical cohesive device in functional linguistics,
refers to the omission of one or more linguistic elements without
impairing comprehension. This technique is primarily employed to
achieve conciseness, avoid redundancy, and enhance textual fluency. In
narrative texts, ellipsis plays a crucial role in creating natural dialogues
and maintaining cohesion.

Despite numerous studies on ellipsis across different languages, there
is a lack of comparative research examining ellipsis mechanisms in
literary translation from Arabic into Persian, particularly regarding the
contemporary Sudanese novel al- ‘Atr al-Faransi by Amir Taj al-Sir.
Therefore, the present study aims to identify and analyze the three types
of ellipsis—nominal, verbal, and clausal—in both the source text and
its Persian translation by Mohammad Hezbaeizadeh (Hirmand
Publications, 3rd ed., 2022), as well as to evaluate the translator's
performance in handling these mechanisms.

2. Research Questions

Two research questions are addressed:



1. Which type of ellipsis (nominal, verbal, or clausal) has the
highest frequency in the novel al- ‘Afr al-Faranst, and which has
the lowest?

2. How can the translator's performance in dealing with various
ellipsis mechanisms be evaluated?

3. Literature Review

Vahedi-Kia and Pirnajmuddin (2011) examined structural explication
and ellipsis in English-Persian translations. Nazari and Ansari (2013)
investigated ellipsis as a cohesive element in Nahj al-Balaghah. Namini
(2013) studied ellipsis in spoken Persian and English, concluding that
most ellipsis occurs at the clausal level. Amiri Khorasani and Alinejad
(2015) analyzed cohesive elements in Nafthat al-Masdur based on
Halliday and Hasan's theory. However, no independent research has
addressed ellipsis mechanisms in the translation of al- ‘Afr al-Faransi.
This study fills this gap.

4. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. The corpus
comprises 142 instances of ellipsis extracted from the Arabic novel al-
‘Atr al-Faranst and its Persian translation. Data were categorized based
on Halliday and Hasan's framework (1976) for nominal, verbal, and
clausal ellipsis, supplemented by Anvari and Ahmadi Givi's Persian
Grammar (1997) for language-specific subcategories. Where necessary,
alternative translations are proposed.

5. Theoretical Framework

Halliday and Hasan (1976, p. 142) define ellipsis as substitution by
"nothing"—something that exists in deep structure is omitted in surface
structure. They divide ellipsis into three categories:



Nominal ellipsis: omission within the nominal group (head or
modifiers)

e Verbal ellipsis: omission within the verbal group (lexical or
auxiliary verb)

e Clausal ellipsis: omission of an entire clause or part of it
(mainly in question-answer structures)

Anvari and Ahmadi Givi (1997) provide additional subcategories for
Persian, including ellipsis by lexical context clues, possessive
construction ellipsis, and adjective ellipsis.

6. Comparative Analysis

6.1. Nominal Ellipsis

Nominal ellipsis ranks first with 65 instances (45%). Within this
category, "lexical context clues" (23 instances, 35%) and "noun + post-
noun pronoun/possessive" (18 instances, 27%) are the most common.

Example (Lexical context clue — unsuccessful omission):
Arabic: [ IVEPAN s s el Ul gL e S s b Y

Translation: 4 5 cls o 5L lho s ju O3 o (R 603 ki ol 5L 58558 05 (655 P

(l-LATLSQ.; ;.JLM.:-

Analysis: The second "—\" (door) could have been omitted or replaced

by "it" to avoid repetition.

6.2. Verbal Ellipsis



Verbal ellipsis is the least frequent with 33 instances (24%). Lexical
verb ellipsis predominates (23 instances, 69%), while auxiliary verb
ellipsis accounts for 9 instances (27%).

Example (Lexical verb — successful omission):
Arabic: Shab o apsl L Jo b gy
Translation: "Gk wsl ¢ e o = e 4"

Analysis: The second "+ (tell me) is correctly omitted due to
repetition.

6.3. Clausal Ellipsis

Clausal ellipsis ranks second with 44 instances (31%). Interrogative
clauses (question-answer structures) show the highest frequency (27
instances, 65%).

Example (Interrogative — unsuccessful omission):

Arabic: ¢S5 aS Seasl 5 1is 45 S5 s
Translation: "S‘r;f Js oz Spp s oS ds 5ol des (5 oo k"

Analysis: Only the interrogative adverb «(«,&>) «(_eS» was needed in

the second clause. The translator failed to omit sufficiently.

7. Evaluation of Translator's Performance

Table 1: Overall Frequency of Ellipsis Types



Ellipsis Type Frequency

Nominal 65
Clausal 44
Verbal 33
Total 142

Strengths of the translator:

e Successful omission of repeated lexical verbs
e Appropriate omission in short question-answer structures (e.g.,
«alyalone)

e Occasional fluent handling of lexical context clues
Weaknesses of the translator:

o Little tendency to omit auxiliary verbs, preserving full verb
phrases

o Failure to omit repeated elements in possessive constructions

o Insufficient reduction in rhetorical interrogative clauses

e Occasional verbosity due to avoidance of ellipsis

8. Conclusion

The results indicate that nominal ellipsis is the most frequent (45%)
and verbal ellipsis the least frequent (24%) in al- ‘Atr al-Faransi. The
translator demonstrates a dual approach: on one hand, relying on
contextual clues and omitting repetitive sections improves fluency and
conciseness; on the other hand, due to adherence to the source text's
surface structure or insufficient recognition of ellipsis opportunities, the
target text occasionally suffers from verbosity. This finding

Percentage

45%

31%

24%

100%



underscores that the translator's awareness of the cohesion system and
rhetorical functions of ellipsis in the target language plays a crucial role
in translation quality. It is recommended that translator training
programs devote more attention to ellipsis as a strategy for achieving
conciseness and cohesion. Future research could compare professional
and novice translators' use of ellipsis mechanisms.
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