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Abstract

Cognitive grammar is one of the most important text analysistools in
cognitive stylistics, which relies on the process of CONSTRUAL and
analyzes different dimensions of literary textssinga special way. This
research aims to measure the method and quality of the application of
the analytical approach of cognitive grammarn the analysis of Persian
prose literary texts. For this purpose, bE{SCd on the four dimensions
proposed in the creation of construal in{Cognitive grammar, we have
analyzed an anecdote from the_sixth chapter of Saadi's Golestan as a
case study. Reading this text guarantees usthe condition of sufficiency;
Because in terms of structure, the beok of Golestan and other technical
prose books (Thatnamed Fanni preses texts in persian) are a mixture of
prose and verse andyare considered the most complex texts for such
analysis. In this category, of texts, the basis of the text is prose, and the
verse'parts generally have an overt or hidden syntactic and grammatical
connection with the prose part. Therefore, the analysis of such texts
should actually iiclude the analysis of the prose part as the main body
and\the verse part included in it (including: syntactic-grammatical
relationship ‘with the prose text and analysis of the verse text on the
basis‘ef grammar). The results of this research show that Persian prose
texts gan be analyzed well, based on all Ydimensions of Specificity,
Focusingyprominence and perspective.

1. Intreduction

Cognitive linguistics has emerged as one of the most influential
approaches in contemporary language studies, offering a
comprehensive framework for understanding language as a reflection
of human cognitive processes. Within this paradigm, Cognitive
Grammar, developed by Ronald Langacker, provides a powerful
theoretical model for analyzing how meaning is constructed through
linguistic structures. Unlike traditional formalist approaches, Cognitive
Grammar views language not as an autonomous system but as an
integral part of human cognition, deeply rooted in perception,
embodiment, and conceptualization.
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In recent decades, this approach has significantly contributed to the
development of cognitive stylistics, where literary texts are examined
through the lens of cognitive processes involved in meaning-making.
One of the central concepts in Cognitive Grammar is construal, defined
as the ability to conceptualize and represent the same situation in
multiple ways. Construal plays a crucial role in literary language, as it
explains how authors creatively manipulate linguistic structures to
produce aesthetic and interpretive effects.

Despite the growing body of research in cognitive poetics, the
application of Cognitive Grammar to Persian prose literature.remains
largely underexplored. This study seeks to address this gap by
investigating the applicability and effectiveness of Cognitive Grammar
in analyzing classical Persian prose texts. Specifically, it examlnes a
narrative from the sixth chapter of the Golestan by Saadi Shirazi as.a
case study

The primary objective of this research is fo explore how literary
meaning is constructed in Persian prose through the four dimensions of
construal proposed in Cognitive Grammarwspecificity, focusing,
prominence, and perspective. Accordingly, the study addresses the
following research questions: 1) How can Cognitive Grammar be used
to analyze the construction of literary langua‘g?: in Persian prose? 2)
What dimensions are involved in such anfanalysis? and 3) To what
extent does this approach provide new gdnsights into Persian literary
texts?

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology
grounded in cognitive stylistics and Cognitive Grammar. The research
is based on close textual analysis, focusing on a selected anecdote from
Golestan. This text is‘pafticularly suitable for analysis due to its hybrid
structure, combiningdprose and verse, which makes it one of the most
complexfornis, of Persian literary expression.

The analytical’ framework is derived from Langacker’s theory of
construal,*which includes four interrelated dimensions: specificity (the
level of\detail in conceptualization), focusing (selection of elements
within)a scene), prominence (figure-ground alignment and salience),

and pe}spectlve (viewpoint and vantage point). These dimensions serve
as the ptimary tools for examining how meaning is constructed and
communicated in the text.

The analysis proceeds in several stages. First, the narrative structure of
the text is examined to identify key participants and their roles within
the discourse. Second, linguistic elements such as lexical choices,
syntactic structures, and figurative expressions are analyzed in relation
to the four dimensions of construal. Third, the interaction between prose
and poetic segments is explored, particularly in terms of their syntactic
and semantic integration.

To ensure analytical rigor, interpretations are consistently supported by
textual evidence and aligned with theoretical principles. The study also
considers the broader cognitive and cultural context in which the text
was produced, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding of its
meaning-making processes.



3. Analysis / Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that the selected narrative from Golestan
effectively employs all four dimensions of construal to construct a rich
and dynamic literary discourse.

In terms of focusing and prominence, the narrative is primarily
character-centered, revolving around two main figures: the narrator
(Saadi) and the dying old man. These characters function as the primary
figures (foreground), while other participants, such as the group of
scholars, the young man, and the audience, remain in the background.
The shifting of syntactic subjects throughout the narrative, reflects
changes in focalization, indicating how attention is dynamically;
directed across different elements of the scene.

A key finding is that gestalt units in the narrative do not hecessarily
correspond to traditional syntactic sentences. Instead, they" are
determined by shifts in figure-ground alignment, suggesting that
cognitive structuring plays a more significant ‘role than formal
grammatical boundaries. This highlights the importanice of ‘cognitive
principles in understanding textual organizations

In the dimension of specificity, the text exhibits a deliberate contrast
between generalization and elaboration. At thHe beginning of the
narrative, the language is concise and gener@ﬁzed, facilitating rapid
progression and reader engagement. As thefrarrative unfolds, the level
of detail increases through descriptive expressions and poetic
insertions, particularly in the speech of the dying man. This gradual
increase in specificity enhancespthe emotional and aesthetic impact of
the text.

Lexical choices also play @crucial role in specificity. For instance, the
use of indefinite markers for minor characters reduces their
prominence, while detailed descriptions and poetic language elevate the
status of the main “¢Haracters. This demonstrates how linguistic
economy and @labofation are strategically employed to structure
narrativexfocus,, ¢

The dimension of perspective reveals that the narrative is
predominantly controlled by the narrator, who maintains the optimal
vantagepoint throughout the text. Although there are brief shifts in
viewpoint, particularly in dialogues, the narrator quickly reasserts
contrdl, resulting in a largely unified narrative voice. This dominant
perspective reinforces the authority of the narrator and shapes the
reader’s interpretation.

From a temporal perspective, the narrative is highly dynamic,
characterized by frequent use of action verbs and dialogue. The
repetition of speech verbs, such as “said,” emphasizes interaction and
contributes to the sequential scanning of events. This dynamic structure
allows the reader to mentally simulate the narrative as a series of
unfolding scenes, akin to cinematic sequences.

Furthermore, the integration of poetic elements within the prose
enhances both prominence and specificity. These poetic segments serve
as focal points of meaning, often conveying philosophical and moral
insights. Their syntactic embedding within the prose demonstrates a
sophisticated interplay between different linguistic modes, reinforcing
the complexity of the text.
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4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Cognitive Grammar provides an effective
and insightful framework for analyzing Persian prose literature. By
applying the four dimensions of construal—specificity, focusing,
prominence, and perspective—it is possible to uncover the cognitive
mechanisms underlying the construction of literary meaning.

The findings indicate that classical Persian prose texts, exemplified by
Golestan, possess a high degree of compatibility with cognitive
analysis. The interplay between prose and poetry, the dynamic
structuring of narrative elements, and the strategic use of linguistic
resources all contribute to a rich process of meaning-making that can
be systematically analyzed through Cognitive Grammar.

Moreover, the study highlights the importance of movihg beyond
traditional grammatical analysis toward a more cognitively infogned
approach. Such an approach not only enhances our understanding of
literary texts but also bridges the gap between linguistics and literary
studies.

In conclusion, this research opens new avenues.for the application of
cognitive linguistic theories in Persian literarystudies. Future research
may extend this approach to other genres and texts, or explore
additional cognitive frameworks, thereby coQt}ibuting to the further
development of cognitive stylistics in non-Western literary traditions.
Keywords: cognitive stylistics, cognitiyeé grammar, textual analyze,
persian proses texts, saadi's golestan
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