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Extended Abstract

Introduction

All modern states are expected to perform three core
governance functions: providing security, delivering essential
public goods and services efficiently, and managing political
participation with accountability. When large-scale conflict
causes regime collapse and the formation of a new order, the
successful execution of these functions is essential for the
emerging state to acquire legitimacy and public acceptance.
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This process embodies the social contract between state and
society, centered on meeting citizens’ expectations for security
and welfare. State fragility is conceptualized as a continuum
extending from stability toward failure and collapse. At its
extreme, fragile states cannot guarantee basic security, provide
essential services, or generate economic opportunities for
citizens. Such states often contain deeply divided populations
along ethnic, religious, or class lines, characterized by mistrust,
grievances, and recurring violence, alongside limited capacity
for cooperation and compromise. Although classifications of
fragile states vary widely, common features include weak
national integration, inequitable distribution of resources and
services, and fragile national cohesion, in which sub-state
actors challenge central authority. Iraq after the 2003 U.S.-led
invasion represents a prominent case of this phenomenon.
Despite Washington’s ambition to establish Irag as a
democratic model for West Asia, the post-occupation era has
been marked by persistent instability, transforming the country
into a paradigmatic fragile state. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach and drawing on library and internet sources, this
study investigates the primary factors driving political and
security destabilization in Iraq from the 2003 occupation to
2023. The central research question is: What factors have
caused the political and security destabilization of Irag since
2003? Special emphasis is placed on components of political
stability (national cohesion, regime legitimacy, governmental
continuity, citizen participation, and administrative capacity)
and sustainable security. By aligning these dimensions with
Iraq’s contemporary realities, the analysis shows how their
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cumulative interaction has sustained state fragility in the post-
Saddam period.

Methodology

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical design.
Data were collected through systematic review of secondary
sources, including peer-reviewed articles and books in English
and Persian, official reports from international organizations
(Fund for Peace Fragile States Index, Transparency
International, OECD, DFID), and credible online databases.
Information was extracted via structured content analysis.
Theoretical frameworks on state fragility (OECD, 2008; DFID,
2005; Stewart & Brown, 2009; Oxford Research Group) were
first identified and operationalized. These were then compared
against empirical developments in Iraq between 2003 and
2023. Quantitative indicators were used for triangulation,
including Iraq’s Fragile States Index scores (88.6 in 2024),
Corruption Perceptions Index rankings, parliamentary election
voter turnout trends, internal displacement statistics, and the
duration of government formation processes. The analysis
integrates  historical  process-tracing of  post-invasion
institutional changes with a comparative evaluation of
theoretical indicators of political stability and sustainable
security against Iraq’s actual conditions. All citations follow
APA style. Potential biases in secondary sources were
addressed  through cross-verification across multiple
independent datasets.
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Results and Discussion

Findings indicate that Iraq’s post-2003 political and security
instability arises from intertwined domestic and external
factors. Major drivers include the proliferation of terrorist
groups (notably ISIS), persistent sectarian and ethnic violence,
chronic governmental instability reflected in prolonged cabinet
formation periods (often 9-12 months), declining citizen
participation (voter turnout dropping from ~80% in 2005 to 43—
55% in recent elections), weakened national cohesion and
separatist tendencies (especially in Kurdistan), widespread
corruption (lraq consistently ranks among the world’s most
corrupt states), massive internal displacement and external
migration, and ineffective territorial control exacerbated by
external interventions. These factors align closely with
established theories of state fragility, which highlight the
inability to monopolize legitimate violence, deliver public
services, and secure broad legitimacy (OECD, 2008; Stewart &
Brown, 2009). The 2003 invasion and dissolution of Ba’athist
institutions created a power vacuum filled by sectarian quota
politics (muhasasa), institutionalizing fragmentation rather
than building inclusive democracy. Although security
improved after ISIS’s territorial defeat, evidenced by a gradual
decline in the Fragile States Index score to 88.6 in 2024, Iraq
remains in the “Alert” category, signaling deep structural
vulnerabilities. Regarding sustainable security, the study
reveals deficiencies in governance capacity (weak state),
psycho-social  security (normalized militarization and
violence), and economic/food security, all worsened by
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prolonged conflict and rentier economics. External actors have
frequently intensified these problems through proxy support
and competing regional agendas. In discussion, the lIraqi
experience illustrates how abrupt regime change without
adequate post-conflict planning can entrench long-term
fragility. Patronage networks, oil dependence, and identity-
based politics have hindered the emergence of a unified
national project. While marginal improvements are visible, the
lack of profound institutional reform suggests that fragility has
become partially institutionalized. Lasting stability will require
reducing sectarian power-sharing, combating corruption,
enhancing citizen inclusion, and reinforcing central authority
while respecting diversity.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that political and security
destabilization in Iraq since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion results
from the interaction of internal weaknesses (pervasive
corruption, sectarian fragmentation, weak national cohesion,
and governance deficits) with external pressures such as
terrorism and foreign interventions. These dynamics have
systematically undermined the foundations of political stability
and sustainable security, positioning post-Saddam Irag as a
classic fragile state. Overcoming this condition demands
comprehensive structural reforms: strengthening inclusive
institutions, dismantling patronage networks, fighting
corruption, promoting genuine national reconciliation, and
improving the state’s capacity to provide security and essential
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services. Without such measures, the risk of renewed instability
remains high despite recent incremental gains. Future research
should shift from diagnosis to rigorous evaluation of policy
interventions capable of building resilient statehood in deeply
divided post-conflict societies.

Keywords: Iraqg, Fragile state, Political stability, Sustainable
security.
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